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Introduction
Nant-y-Cwm School was inspected as part of a national programme for the
inspection of independent schools under section 163 of the Education Act 2002.
The main purpose of inspection under this section is to report on compliance with
the Independent Schools Standards Regulations 2003. In schools that provide
non-maintained nursery education, this report also satisfies the requirements of
Schedule 26 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.
In addition, inspection reports identify good features and shortcomings, so that a
school may improve the quality of education it offers and raise the standards its
pupils achieve. The inspection of all independent schools within a six-year cycle is
also designed to give parents information about the performance of their child’s
school.
The inspection of Nant-y-Cwm School took place between 4 March 2008 and
6 March 2008. A team of inspectors from Estyn, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate for
Training and Education in Wales, undertook the inspection. Estyn is a statutory
body independent of, but funded by, the National Assembly for Wales.
The team made its judgements having considered the standards achieved by
pupils, the quality of education provided by the school, the quality of leadership
and management and the contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual,
moral, social and cultural development. The report is written in accordance with
Estyn’s Common Inspection Framework (which is available at www.estyn.gov.uk).
The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as
follows:
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5

good with outstanding features
good features and no important shortcomings
good features outweigh shortcomings
some good features, but shortcomings in important areas
many important shortcomings

Year groups and key stages
Independent schools use a variety of systems for numbering year groups. This
report, however, uses a common system of numbering year groups from the start of
compulsory schooling to 18 years of age. This system emphasises the importance of
continuity and eases communication among schools, governing bodies and parents.
The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who
reach the age of 5 during the academic year. Year 1 refers to the year group of
pupils who reach the age of 6 during the academic year and so on. Year 13 is the
year group of students who reach the age of 18 during the academic year.
Primary phase:
Year
Ages

R
4-5

Y1
5-6

Y2
6-7

Y3
7-8

Y4
8-9

Y5
9-10

Y6
10-11

Y7
11-12

Y8
12-13

Y9
13-14

Y10
14-15

Y11
15-16

Y12
16-17

Y13
17-18

Secondary phase:
Year
Ages

The National Curriculum covers four key stages as follows:
Key stage 1
Key stage 2
Key stage 3
Key stage 4

Year 1 and Year 2
Year 3 to Year 6
Year 7 to Year 9
Year 10 and Year 11

Although independent schools are not required to follow the National Curriculum, we
use these terms for convenience.
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Context
The nature of the provider
1

Nant-y-Cwm Steiner School is a co-educational day school catering for pupils from
the age of three to 14. The school was founded 27 years ago in a converted
Victorian building that was originally the village school for Llanycefn. An architect
designed kindergarten building was added 20 years ago and this houses the
kindergarten and parent and toddler group.

2

The school bases its aims on the philosophy of Dr. Rudolph Steiner and aims to
educate the whole child. The curriculum is as broad as time will allow and balances
traditional subjects with artistic and practical activities. Steiner schools do not bring
information technology into the curriculum until pupils reach the age of 16.

3

The school is organised into the kindergarten (three to six year olds) and the main
school (seven to 14 year olds). Wherever possible, teachers stay with the same
class for the eight years the pupils attend the school. Specialist subject teaching is
also provided by other staff.

4

There are currently 30.5 pupils on roll. This number includes eleven pupils in the
kindergarten, some of whom are part time; three pupils in key stage 1; 15 pupils in
key stage 2 and 6 pupils in key stage 3.

5

Pupils come from a wide catchment area that includes Ceredigion (Llandysul), North
east Pembrokeshire (Fishguard) and Swansea. Families often re-locate to be nearer
to the school. About 8% of pupils come from Welsh speaking backgrounds. No pupil
has a statement of special educational need. Pupils who require additional support
in basic skills, receive this from support staff during timetabled lessons. Lessons are
in English. The school does not aim to make pupils bilingual in English and Welsh
although there is a developing Welsh culture to the community.

6

The school is a charitable trust, managed by the trustees. There have been many
significant changes in recent months and the management structure of the school
has been revised and several new personnel are involved in the running of the
school. The new board of trustees was confirmed from existing members in
September 2007 to provide a strategic overview. In addition, the school has a
management committee that is currently being extended and now has responsibility
for day-to-day issues such as health and safety and aspects of finance. Teachers in
the school form the collegiate, led by the elected collegiate chair and responsible for
organising the curriculum.

7

This is the school’s first inspection.
The school’s priorities and targets

8

The school ’endeavours to develop free human beings, who are able of themselves
to impart purpose and direction to their lives.’ (Rudolf Steiner). Thus, focusing the
ethos of the school, which serves to foster the healthy development of each
1
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individual child. It aims to enable them to reach their potential and to develop the
skills they need to contribute to society and the world around them. The school
places great emphasis on the development of communication and interpersonal skills
for life. It believes that the proper content of education is something you carry with
you, not something you leave behind.
9

Current broad objectives for the school are to, firstly: recover pupil numbers whilst
meeting the high standards of Steiner Waldorf education; and, secondly, to grow in
capacity and resources in order to develop the school further and cater for more and
older children.

10

More specific objectives are to:
• explore ways of integrating with the emerging Foundation Phase;
• further develop lesson planning and assessment in a Steiner Waldorf appropriate
manner;
• further develop the quality of teaching through self-evaluation and peer
mentoring; and
• expand the provision for Welsh culture and language teaching.

2
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Summary
11

Nant-y-Cwm school meets most of the regulatory requirements necessary to comply
with the Independent Schools Standards Regulations 2003.
Tables of grades awarded

12

The inspection team judged the school’s work as follows:
Inspection
grade

Key Question
1

How well do learners achieve?

3

2

How effective are teaching, training and assessment?

3

3

How well do the learning experiences meet the needs
and interests of learners and the wider community?
How well are learners cared for, guided and
supported?
How effective are leadership and strategic
management?
How well do leaders and managers evaluate and
improve quality and standards?
How efficient are leaders and managers in using
resources?

4
5
6
7

2
3
3
4
3

Standards of achievement
13

Overall, pupils’ standards of achievement in the lessons inspected and the samples
of work scrutinised are as follows:
Grade 1
1%

14

Grade 2
60%

Grade 3
38%

Grade 4
1%

Grade 5
0%

These standards exceed the targets set by the Welsh Assembly Government for
2010 for maintained schools, that 98% of classes should achieve grade 3 or better.

3
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Standards for the kindergarten:
15

The grades awarded for standards in the areas of learning for children aged under
five are as follows:
Area of learning

Year Group

Language, literacy and
communication
Personal and social
development
Mathematical development
Knowledge and
understanding of the world
Creative development
Physical development

Nursery

Reception

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2
Grade 2

Grade 2
Grade 2

16

Children in the kindergarten achieve good standards across all areas of learning in
the desirable outcomes. Their communication and early numeracy skills are
developing well. Children show good early independent learning skills across a
range of activities when they make informed choices and decisions about their play.

17

Children’s personal and social development is good. They relate well to each other
and to adults and generally share and play co-operatively. They are increasingly
aware of the needs and feelings of others. Children enjoy learning by example and
experimentation and are not afraid to make mistakes.

18
The grades awarded in the subjects inspected are as follows:
Inspection Area
Mathematical
Linguistic
Scientific
Aesthetic and
Creative
Human and
Social
Technological
Physical

KS1 *1
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

KS2
3
2
3
2

KS3
3
3
3
2

n/a

3

3

n/a
n/a

3
2

3
2

*1 The inspection team did not award grades for areas of learning at key stage 1 as there were fewer than five
pupils in this key stage.

19

Pupils achieve good standards in their aesthetic and creative work and in their
physical development in key stages 2 and 3. They also reach good standards in their
linguistic ability in key stage 2. In the mathematical, scientific, technological and
human and social areas of learning, standards in both key stages are generally good
though there are shortcomings in each key stage.

20

Observations in lessons and scrutiny of pupils’ work confirm that, there is no
significant difference in the performance of boys and girls. As they move through the

4
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school, most pupils acquire new knowledge and skills. When they are interested and
challenged, pupils concentrate well and co-operate effectively with each other.
21

In all key stages, pupils develop their skills of speaking and listening well. Pupils’
skills in reading are good. The quality of their written presentation, drawing,
illustrations and diagrams in main lesson books is consistently high.

22

Pupils’ personal and social development is good in all key stages. Relationships are
positive and pupils generally display good manners and are co-operative. They show
good moral and spiritual awareness, respect diversity and are very accepting of
differences both in class and at play. Pupils are developing a good awareness of the
culture and traditions of Wales

23

Most pupils enjoy coming to school and are keen to attend. They arrive punctually in
the morning for the start of lessons and the majority have good levels of attendance.

24

Although there are good features in the standards that pupils achieve, there are also
shortcomings. These are:
• in all key stages, pupils do not have a clear idea of how well they are doing and
what they need to do next to improve their work;
• most pupils’ ability to write independently for a range of purposes and to carry
out their own research, is limited;
• pupils’ numeracy skills are underdeveloped, across the curriculum in both key
stage 2 and 3;
• in a few lessons, where pupils are not fully engaged, they shout out and this
disrupts the learning of others; and
• at the end of key stage 2 and in key stage 3, pupils do not always make sufficient
progress and are not well placed to move on to the next stage of their learning.
The quality of education and training

25

The quality of teaching in the lessons inspected was judged as follows:
Grade 1
2%

Grade 2
64%

Grade 3
32%

Grade 4
2%

Grade 5
0%

26

The percentage of lessons in which the quality of teaching is grade 2 or better, is
higher than the proportion of lessons at grade 2 or better, in independent schools
inspected by Estyn in 2006-2007.

27

Teachers are conscientious and work hard to acquire the necessary knowledge to
teach several areas of learning across the curriculum. In most lessons, they plan
carefully and motivate their pupils well, by providing a variety of generally stimulating
and interesting tasks and activities.

5
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28

Where teaching is good, teachers have clear learning objectives, good subject
knowledge and plan varied activities. They use open-ended questioning to move the
learning on and ensure understanding. Modelling and demonstration are used
effectively to establish the required standards and teachers have high expectations of
presentation in practice and main lesson books.

29

Teachers mark and assess pupils’ work regularly. Reports to parents are detailed
and in most subjects, set out what pupils have achieved.

30

In many lessons, mutual respect and good relationships foster a positive climate for
learning and teachers generally encourage good behaviour and co-operation, whilst
allowing pupils to express themselves as individuals.

31

Despite these good features, there are a number of shortcomings in teaching and
assessment. These include: where key stage 2 and 3 pupils are taught together,
there is a lack of differentiation in curriculum delivery and lesson planning that limits
the progress of older pupils. A number of lessons, lack pace and challenge, with
tasks not being well explained. Plenary sessions are not well used to assess the
learning that has taken place. Marking comments lack focus on what pupils have
achieved and assessment is not consistent and is not used to identify areas for
development in teaching and learning.

32

The school makes very good provision for aesthetic and creative education.
Provision for linguistic education in English and French is good, as is the provision for
human and social and physical education. There is appropriate provision for
mathematical and scientific education. Technological education is provided in line
with Steiner Waldorf principles. The school is beginning to provide pupils with
developing opportunities to learn Welsh.

33

There is a good range of learning opportunities for pupils to develop the key skill of
working with others, both in classes and in extra-curricular activities. Pupils have
good opportunities to increase their awareness of the life and culture of Wales.

34

The school provides very well for pupils’ spiritual, social, moral and cultural
development, by planning all lessons and activities in accordance with the
fundamental principles of the Steiner Waldorf curriculum.

35

There is good provision for personal, social and health education throughout the daily
routines and life of the school. Pupils are encouraged to take good care of
themselves and each other, to eat healthy food and to be physically active
throughout the school day.

36

However, pupils do not have enough opportunities to develop key skills in numeracy
and independent learning across the school. Older pupils do not study a broad
enough range of topics in mathematics, science and technology in preparation for
moving on from key stage 3 to key stage 4.

37

The school effectively ensures that pupils’ individual needs are understood,
respected and acknowledged. Pupils enjoy going to school, feel safe and are happy

6
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there. Parents report that they are very pleased with the care, support and guidance
that the school provides.
38

The provision for pupils with additional learning needs has recently been
strengthened and is now effective. Class teachers meet individual pupils’ needs well.
Pupils with special educational needs (SEN) and those who are more able, benefit
from good individual specialist teaching in literacy and mathematics.

39

There are appropriate policies and arrangements that contribute to the well-being of
all pupils, including first aid, fire safety, behaviour, anti-bullying and risk assessments
for activities such as outdoor play and educational visits. The school follows the
required procedures for the appointment and vetting of all staff and volunteers.
However, there are shortcomings in the Child Protection policy and procedures.
These are not clear or comprehensive enough and teachers have not received recent
training in child protection. The school does not maintain a detailed and consistent
record of behavioural incidents and sanctions.

7
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Leadership and management
Leadership and management
40

The school has a clear set of aims and principles that are firmly based on the Steiner
Waldorf philosophy and these are well understood by everyone in its community.
Most parents are fully involved in the life of the school and leaders and managers are
very aware of their views and opinions. Leaders and managers ensure that the
school promotes equality for all and this is reflected in practice.

41

As a result of the many significant changes in recent months, the management
structure of the school has been revised and several new personnel are involved in
the running of the school. Leaders and managers now have a clear understanding
of their roles and responsibilities and they have identified areas for future
development.

42

Trustees, the management committee and the collegiate, know the school well and
there are established lines of communication between these different groups. All
groups are fully committed to the development of the school and now meet frequently
to ensure pupils’ well-being through compliance with most of the Independent
Schools’ Standards (Wales) Regulations.

43

The trustees are very supportive of the school and help in many practical ways.
They visit the school regularly and know individual pupils and members of staff well.

44

The school’s self-evaluation report is detailed and agreed by all those involved in the
running of the school. It identifies strengths and shortcomings in provision and
provides a good baseline for the future.

45

There are however some important shortcomings in the school’s self-evaluation
process. There is a lack of a clear strategic vision for the school’s future.
Information gained from the self-evaluation process has not yet been used to
produce a written strategic action plan for development over the next few years, with
formal targets for improvement. In addition, pupils do not, as yet, feel they have a
‘voice’ regarding the way the school is run.

46

There is a suitable number of qualified and experienced staff, although the school
also relies heavily on volunteers, for example, many parents regularly work hard to
ensure that the school is cleaned to high standards on a daily basis. Teaching and
support staff are deployed effectively and the use of their subject specialisms in
areas such as French and music has a positive impact on standards. Support for
initial teacher training is good. However, although teachers have identified their
training needs, it is not always possible to meet these due to limited resources.

47

There are sufficient resources to deliver the Steiner Waldorf curriculum but many are
old and do not necessarily appeal to pupils. Resources for reading, mathematical,
scientific and human and social learning are limited.

8
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48

The accommodation provides a suitable setting for teaching and learning. There is
sufficient space for the number of pupils on roll. Accommodation for the kindergarten
is purpose built and imaginatively designed. The outdoor accommodation provides
an exciting environment for pupils to learn and is well used.

49

The school has recognised, that it has an increasing number of pupils with additional
learning needs and is providing funds to support these pupils well.

50

Leaders and managers review the use of resources regularly. In the context of the
Steiner Waldorf principles, the school provides value for money.

9
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Compliance with the regulations for registration
The quality of education provided by the school
51

The school meets the regulatory requirements for this standard.
The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils

52

The school meets the regulatory requirements for this standard.
Welfare, health and safety of pupils

53

The school does not meet the regulatory requirements for this standard.

54

Although the school meets most of the regulatory requirements for this standard, in
order to comply fully with the Independent Schools Standards Regulations 2003 the
school should:
• update its Child Protection policy in line with Welsh Office circular 52/95
‘Protecting Children from Abuse: the Role of the Educational Service’ and ensure
that all staff are appropriately trained [3(2b)]; and
• have regard to any national assembly guidance on health and safety
responsibilities and powers of schools [3(4)], in particular those concerned with
ensuring that recommendations from the Electrical Inspection Periodic Test are
implemented; that boiler maintenance, servicing and safety inspections are
carried out in accordance with the regulations; and that an asbestos check is
carried out and an asbestos register is maintained.
The suitability of proprietors and staff

55

The school meets the regulatory requirements for this standard.
Premises of and boarding accommodation at schools

56

The school does not meet the regulatory requirements for this standard.

57

Although the school meets almost all of the regulatory requirements for this standard,
in order to comply fully with the Independent Schools Standards Regulations 2003
the school should:
•

produce an access plan to meet the needs of disabled pupils in compliance
with the requirements of the Disability Discrimination (Wales) Regulations
2003 [5(v)].

10
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The provision of information
58

The school meets the regulatory requirements for this standard.
The manner in which complaints are to be handled

59

The school meets the regulatory requirements for this standard.

11
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Recommendations
60

In order to improve the school further, staff and trustees need to:
R1

take steps to comply fully with the regulations for registration, particularly those
issues relating to the welfare, health and safety of pupils;

R2

raise standards in areas of learning judged to be grade 3;

R3

raise standards across the curriculum in the key skills of independent writing
and learning and numeracy;

R4

improve self-assessment processes to establish clear priorities for future
development;

R5

ensure progression in planning, teaching and learning in mixed-age classes;
and

R6

use assessment information to identify areas for development in teaching and
to inform pupils of how well they are doing and what they need to do to
improve.

61

Since the school does not meet several of the standards required for registration, the
National Assembly for Wales will require the proprietor to submit an action plan within
a specified period of time. This plan must set out the steps that the school will take
to meet the standards, and the timescale within which it will complete each step.

62

Estyn advises the proprietor to produce a development plan to show what action the
school intends to take in response to the recommendations. It is also advisable to
circulate this plan, or a summary of it, to all parents at the school.

12
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Standards
Key Question 1: How well do learners achieve?
Grade 3: good features outweigh shortcomings
63

In its self-evaluation report, the school graded this key question grade 2. The
findings of the inspection team do not match the judgement made by the school as
although there are good features in the standards pupils achieve, there are also
shortcomings in relation to pupils’ key skills and their ability to work independently.

64

As there are only three pupils in key stage 1, the inspection report comments only on
the quality of provision in this key stage to avoid identifying individual pupils.

65

Overall, pupils’ standards of achievement in the lessons inspected and in the range
of samples of work seen are, as follows:
Grade 1
1%

Grade 2
60%

Grade 3
37%

Grade 4
1%

Grade 5
0%

66

These standards exceed the targets set by the Welsh Assembly Government for
2010 for maintained schools, that 98% of classes should achieve grade 3 or better.

67

The grades awarded for standards in the kindergarten and areas of learning
inspected appear in the earlier summary section of the report.

68

Children in the kindergarten achieve good standards across all six areas of learning
in the desirable outcomes. Their communication and early numeracy skills are
developing well. Children also show good early independent learning skills across a
range of activities when they make informed choices and decisions about their play.

69

Pupils achieve good standards in their aesthetic and creative work and in their
physical development in key stages 2 and 3. They also reach good standards in their
linguistic ability in key stage 2. In the mathematical, scientific, technological and
human and social areas of learning, standards in both key stages have good features
that outweigh shortcomings.

70

In all key stages, pupils develop their skills of speaking and listening well through a
range of songs, rhymes, drama, recitations and celebrations. Pupils’ skills in reading
are good. They read a range of stories, poetry and drama with increasing fluency
and expression, making best use of available resources. The quality of their written
presentation, drawing, illustrations and diagrams in main lesson books is consistently
high.

71

Observations in lessons, scrutiny of pupils’ work and discussion with pupils, confirm
that there is no significant difference in the performance of boys and girls.
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72

Pupils’ personal and social development is good in all key stages and most cope
confidently in a range of situations. Relationships are positive and pupils generally
display good manners and are co-operative.

73

Pupils show good moral and spiritual awareness through studying a wide range of
myths, legends and ethical tales. They respect diversity within their peer groups both
in class and at play and are very accepting of differences. Pupils are developing a
good awareness of the culture and traditions in Wales through visits and celebrations
such as the St. David’s Day festival.

74

Children in the kindergarten behave well. They happily play together and share and
co-operate well during a range of different activities. In main school, pupils’
behaviour is often good both in class and during outside sessions. When they are
interested and challenged, pupils concentrate well and co-operate effectively with
each other.

75

Most pupils enjoy coming to school and are keen to attend. They arrive punctually in
the morning for the start of lessons. A few younger pupils in key stage 1 and 2 have
lower attendance rates, despite the school’s best efforts to address this. Their low
attendance impacts unfavourably on main school attendance rates.

76

Through participating with their parents, in the termly community maintenance ‘work
days’ and attendance, at such events as the Steiner Waldorf Schools’ Olympics in
Class 5, pupils are developing useful practical life skills.

77

Most pupils’ well developed abilities in creative and aesthetic subjects, stand them in
good stead for the future. Recently, a former pupil was runner up in the ‘Young
Musician of the Year 2007’ and two former pupils now attend an established
cathedral school as musical scholars.

78

Although there are good features in the standards that pupils achieve, there are also
some shortcomings. Pupils’ numeracy skills are underdeveloped across the
curriculum, in both key stage 2 and 3. They are developing a limited understanding
of symmetry and aspects of geometry through their work in form drawing, but they
are not able to apply other aspects of numeracy or use problem solving to enhance
their work in areas such as science and technology.

79

From Class 3, most pupils’ confidence and skill to write independently for a range of
purposes, across the curriculum, is limited. Their independent learning and research
skills are underdeveloped and they rely too heavily on input from teachers to develop
their knowledge in many areas of learning.

80

Pupils in all key stages do not have a clear idea of how well they are progressing and
what they need to do next to improve their work.

81

There are instances of low level disruption in a very small number of lessons when
pupils are not fully engaged by tasks and activities and where they are not clear on
the boundaries of acceptable behaviour. In these lessons, such behaviour impacts
adversely on the learning of others.
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82

High levels of mobility within the school, mean that only a few pupils have
experienced the full Steiner Waldorf curriculum from kindergarten through to the end
of Class 7. Despite this, most pupils acquire new knowledge and skills as they move
through the school, but they do not always make sufficient progress in their learning
at the end of key stage 2 and in key stage 3.

83

By the end of key stage 3, pupils are not always well placed to move on to the next
stage of their learning. They have a limited knowledge of many aspects of
mathematics, science, technology and the human and social curriculum.
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The quality of education and training
Key Question 2: How effective are teaching, training and assessment?
Grade 3: good features outweigh shortcomings
84

In its self-evaluation report, the school graded this key question grade 2. The
findings of the inspection team do not match the judgements made by the school as
although there are good features in the teaching, there are shortcomings.
Grades for teaching:
Overall, the quality of teaching in the lessons inspected is, as follows:
Grade 1
2%

Grade 2
64%

Grade 3
32%

Grade 4
2%

Grade 5
0%

85

The percentage of lessons in which the quality of teaching is grade 2 or better is
higher than the proportion of lessons at grade 2 or better in independent schools,
inspected by Estyn in 2006-2007. However, in recent years, the school has
experienced a high turn-over of teaching staff. This makes it very difficult for the
school to provide continuity in teaching in line with Steiner Waldorf principles. These
principles suggest that pupils benefit greatly from being taught by the same teacher
from Class 1 to the end of their schooling.

86

Teachers work hard to acquire the necessary knowledge to teach several areas of
learning across the curriculum, covering the eight year age range. Support teachers
and volunteers use their expertise well to provide small group and one-to-one
teaching in literacy and maths for pupils with SEN and those who are more able.

87

In the kindergarten and in main school, classroom routines are well established and
pupils respond well to the familiar rhythms of the day in line with the traditional
Steiner Waldorf curriculum.

88

Teachers are conscientious. In most lessons, they motivate their pupils well, by
providing a variety of generally stimulating and interesting tasks and activities. Most
lessons are well planned and show progression from work previously undertaken.
Morning main lesson blocks enable teachers to develop an area of learning
effectively over a period of three to four weeks. However, this sometimes means that
core skills, particularly in numeracy, are not regularly re-enforced to ensure retention.

89

The most common good features of teaching include teachers:
• having clear learning objectives, good subject knowledge and well planned
varied activities;
• intervening appropriately to ensure all learners are engaged, using clear and
consistent behaviour management techniques;
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• using open-ended questioning to move the learning on and ensure
understanding;
• using modelling and demonstration effectively to establish the required
standards; and
• having high expectations of presentation in practice and main lesson books.
90

In many lessons, mutual respect and good relationships foster a positive climate for
learning and teachers generally encourage good behaviour and co-operation, whilst
allowing pupils to express themselves as individuals. Homework tasks are
sometimes used well to re-enforce skills and knowledge acquired in lessons. In a
few cases, homework tasks are beginning to encourage the development of pupils’
independent learning and research skills.

91

Teachers have recently made greater efforts to differentiate work for different
abilities, including those pupils identified as gifted and talented.

92

Pupils’ work is marked regularly. Termly assessments are made of pupils’
achievements across the curriculum, using agreed recording procedures.

93

Recently introduced reading and basic numeracy tests, are being used to identify
more precisely, those pupils needing additional support through small group and one
to one tuition.

94

Reports to parents are detailed and show that teachers know their pupils well. They
set out the work covered in all areas of the curriculum during the year and comment
on each pupils learning, using mainly evaluative comments. Teachers write very
personal, individual verses for each pupil for inclusion in reports. These are used
both in school and at home to encourage and motivate pupils.

95

However, where teaching and assessment is less effective, the most common
shortcomings are:
• in key stage 2 and key stage 3 where pupils are taught together, there is a lack
of differentiation in curriculum delivery and lesson planning that limits the
progress of older pupils;
• slow pace and challenge with tasks not being well explained and plenary
sessions not used to assess the learning that has taken place; and
• marking comments that rarely relate to progress against learning objectives and
which do not give pupils a clear idea of how well they are doing and what they
need to do next in order to improve their work.

96

Little use is made of assessment overall to identify areas for development in teaching
and learning either at whole school or class level. The lack of whole school
agreement on standards when grading pupils’ work, means that there is
inconsistency when individual teachers judge pupils’ progress.
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97

Although reports to parents are detailed, they do not always give parents a clear idea
of pupils’ achievements in each area of learning and they do contain targets for future
improvement. In a small number of cases, poor presentation in handwritten reports,
detracts from the quality of what is written.
Key Question 3: How well do the learning experiences meet the needs and
interests of learners and the wider community?
Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings

98

In its self-evaluation report, the school awarded this key question a grade 3. The
findings of the inspection team do not match the judgements made by the school
because the inspection team identified many good features and no important
shortcomings.

99

The school’s curriculum meets the requirement of the Independent School Standards
(Wales) Regulations to provide pupils with appropriate education across the seven
areas of learning.

100 The provision for linguistic education and for developing the key skill of
communication in English is consistently good throughout the school. The provision
of French in key stage 2 and 3 effectively enriches pupils’ linguistic knowledge and
skills, and prepares them well for moving on at the age of 14. The school is
beginning to provide pupils with some developing opportunities to learn Welsh.
101 There is appropriate provision for mathematical and scientific education. Pupils
study specific topics in mathematics, such as number, shape and space, in
considerable depth and detail. In science, there is very good provision for biology,
including plant and animal studies and ecology, and for older pupils to study topics in
physics.
102 The school makes very good provision for aesthetic and creative education
throughout the curriculum, by planning and delivering all learning experiences in
accordance with Steiner Waldorf principles. Main lessons and activities such as art,
craft, drama, music and poetry provide many opportunities for pupils to appreciate
and contribute to the beauty of the natural world, to develop and express their
imagination and to be creative in their work.
103 Pupils have good opportunities for human and social education. Main lessons and
wider school activities, such as festivals and other celebrations, develop and enrich
pupils’ understanding of aspects of geography, history and religious education.
104 The school makes good provision for physical education in timetabled lessons, in
planned and informal team games and in other outdoor lessons and activities, such
as gardening. Pupils also benefit from opportunities for energetic and adventurous
play in the school grounds. In addition, activities such as handwork, geometry,
painting and drawing freehand maps enable pupils to develop good fine motor skills.
105 Technological education is provided in a way that is consistent with Steiner Waldorf
principles. Pupils have many good opportunities to design and make effective
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products by hand, using traditional craft skills and tools. The school does not teach
information technology and does not aim to develop this as a key skill.
106 There is a good range of learning opportunities for pupils to develop the key skill of
working with others, both in classes and in extra-curricular activities. Pupils have
good opportunities to increase their awareness of the life and culture of Wales.
107 The school provides very well for pupils’ spiritual, social, moral and cultural
development, by planning all lessons and activities in accordance with the
fundamental principles of the Steiner Waldorf curriculum.
108 There is good provision for personal, social and health education throughout the daily
routines and life of the school. Pupils are encouraged to take good care of
themselves and each other, to eat healthy food and to be physically active
throughout the school day.
109 The school provides pupils with a rich and varied range of learning opportunities
beyond the school and sometimes outside school hours. Pupils benefit greatly from
taking part in festivals, educational visits, field trips, school plays and residential
experiences, such as the Steiner Waldorf Olympics in Class 5.
110 There are good opportunities for pupils of all ages to gain work experience within the
school community, for example by helping their parents and teachers to maintain and
develop the school buildings and grounds on school ‘work days’.
111 The school makes good provision, in lessons and in additional activities, to raise
pupils’ awareness of the importance of sustainable development. Pupils are taught
to value and respect the natural environment and their school as a community.
112 Although there are no important shortcomings, pupils do not have enough
opportunities to develop key skills in numeracy and independent learning across the
school. Older pupils do not study a broad enough range of topics in mathematics,
science and technology in preparation for moving on from key stage 3 to key stage 4.
Key Question 4: How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?
Grade 3: good features outweigh shortcomings
113 In its self-evaluation report, the school awarded this key question grade 3. The
findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school.
114 The school effectively ensures that pupils’ individual needs are understood,
respected and acknowledged, for example when teachers write and illustrate poems
for pupils on their birthdays and at other significant times. Pupils enjoy going to
school, feel safe and are happy there. New pupils receive a warm welcome and
settle quickly into the life of the school. Parents report that they are very pleased
with the care, support and guidance that the school provides.
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115 There are appropriate policies and arrangements that contribute to the well-being of
all pupils, including first aid, fire safety, behaviour, anti-bullying and risk assessments
for activities such as outdoor play and educational visits.
116 The school maintains attendance registers correctly and has clear procedures for
responding to non-attendance and poor punctuality. Pupils are well supervised
during the school day. The school follows the required procedures for the
appointment and vetting of all staff and volunteers, including those from overseas.
117 The provision for pupils with additional learning needs has recently been
strengthened and is now effective. Class teachers meet individual pupils’ needs well,
work closely with parents and, where necessary, seek advice from the special
educational needs coordinator (SENCo). The SENCo has established a good
system for recording pupils’ needs that is appropriately based on the SEN Code of
Practice for Wales. Individual education plans (IEPs) contain clear targets that are
well-matched to pupils’ needs.
118 The recent introduction of a standardised reading test for pupils in key stages 2 and 3
has improved the arrangements for the identification and assessment of pupils with
literacy difficulties. Pupils with SEN and those who are more able benefit from good
individual specialist teaching in literacy and mathematics. Pupils with communication
and behavioural needs are generally well supported by class teachers. The school
acts appropriately on advice from external agencies when this is made available, for
example, when parents request a specialist assessment of their child’s needs.
119 There are a few shortcomings in the arrangements for ensuring pupils’ well-being,
these are:
• the child protection policy and procedures are not clear or comprehensive
enough and teachers have not received recent training in child protection; and
• the school does not maintain a detailed and consistent record of behavioural
incidents and sanctions.
120 The school effectively ensures that all pupils receive fair and equal treatment
irrespective of their gender, race and ability. The school is an inclusive community
where everyone is encouraged to recognise and celebrate the diversity of pupils’
individual differences.
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Leadership and management
Key Question 5: How effective are leadership and strategic management?
Grade 3: good features outweigh shortcomings
121 In its self-evaluation report the school awarded grade 3 for this key question. The
findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school.
122 The school has a clear set of aims and principles that are firmly based on the Steiner
Waldorf philosophy and are well understood by everyone in its community. Leaders
and managers ensure that the school promotes equality for all and this is reflected in
practice.
123 Following the many significant changes to the management structure in recent
months, leaders and managers now have a clear understanding of their roles and
responsibilities. They have identified areas for future development but these have
not yet been translated into formal targets for improvement. Several new structures
and procedures have recently been introduced. These have not yet had sufficient
time to impact significantly on standards, although the new structures and
procedures are beginning to impact positively on stabilising pupil numbers.
124 All groups are fully committed to the development of the school and now meet
frequently to ensure pupils’ well-being. Leaders and managers have been ably
supported by a volunteer policy officer who has been instrumental in bringing about
many of the recent changes. The school also works closely with Steiner Waldorf
Advisory Service (SWAS), as part of the Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship. They
provide helpful advice and guidance on policy development and aspects of teaching
and learning.
125 The school takes good account of local and national priorities, for example, it
successfully promotes pupils’ well-being and their understanding of healthy lifestyles.
126 Recently, the school has begun to address staff development needs, for example, a
former teacher from the school, provides effective support for initial teacher training.
Members of staff benefit from training provided by SWAS, including opportunities for
some teachers to attend the annual conference. In the last few months, members of
staff have undertaken useful self-appraisal and peer-mentoring exercises but as yet,
these reviews have not been acted upon.
127 The trustees are very supportive of the school and help in many practical ways but,
as yet, they have not developed a clear strategic vision in the form of a written
development plan for the school’s future. Trustees visit the school regularly and
know individual pupils and members of staff well but they do not have a clear picture
of the quality of teaching and learning.
128 Within a relatively short period of time, trustees supported by the management team
and the policy officer, have worked hard to fulfil most of the requirements of the
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Independent Schools Standards (Wales) Regulations. There are still however a
small number that do not comply.
Key Question 6: How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve
quality and standards?
Grade 4: some good features, but shortcomings in important areas
129 In its self-evaluation report the school awarded grade 4 for this key question. The
findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school.
130 Trustees, the management team and the collegiate, know the school well and there
are well established lines of communication between these different groups.
However, because of the high turn over of staff and the newness of management
structures, leaders and managers do not effectively have a clear idea about
standards and the quality of provision.
131 The policy officer has shown considerable initiative in leading on the preparation of
the self-evaluation report. The report is detailed and agreed by all those involved in
the running of the school. It identifies strengths and shortcomings in provision and
provides a good baseline for the future. However, the information gained has not yet
been used to produce a strategic written action plan for development over the next
few years. Pupils do not, as yet, feel they have a ‘voice’ regarding the way the
school is run.
132 The self-evaluation report matches the inspection team’s judgements in two of the
seven key questions. There is a difference of one grade only in those key questions
where there are differences.
133 Most parents are fully involved in the life of the school and leaders and managers are
very aware of their views and opinions. The school also has close links with the
Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship on a variety of levels and relies heavily on their
advice and guidance.
134 Funding is limited and is targeted at the day-to-day running of the school. However,
in the few months since the self-evaluation report has been produced, the school has
developed a much stronger sense of purpose and direction and is beginning to
consider how spending can be linked to future priorities.
Key Question 7: How efficient are leaders and managers in using resources?
Grade 3: good features outweigh shortcomings
135 In its self-evaluation report, the school awarded this key question grade 2. The
findings of the inspection team do not match the judgement made by the school
because, although the team identified good features, there are shortcomings in the
way in which resources are matched to priorities for development.
136 Good use is made of all available resources. There is a sufficient number of qualified
and experienced staff, although the school also relies heavily on volunteers and the
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good-will of teachers who make a significant contribution over and above their main
responsibilities. Parent volunteers are committed to ensuring that the school is
regularly cleaned to a high standard and kept in good condition.
137 Teaching and support staff are deployed effectively and the use of their subject
specialisms in areas such as French and music has a positive impact on standards.
However, although teachers have identified their training needs, it is not always
possible to meet these due to limited resources.
138 There are sufficient resources to deliver the Steiner Waldorf curriculum but many are
old and do not necessarily appeal to pupils. Reading materials, mathematics and
science equipment and resources and artefacts to support human and social subject
learning, are limited.
139 The accommodation provides a suitable setting for teaching and learning. There is
sufficient space for the number of pupils on roll. Accommodation for the kindergarten
is purpose built and imaginatively designed. The outdoor accommodation provides
an exciting environment for pupils to learn. It provides very good opportunities for
physical development and adventurous activities and is well used.
140 Priorities for development have not been clearly identified and resources are
consequently, allocated according to current need rather than being matched to any
future targets. The school has however recognised that it has an increasing number
of pupils with additional learning needs and is providing funds to support these pupils
well.
141 Leaders and managers review the use of resources regularly. In the context of the
Steiner Waldorf principles, the school provides value for money.
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Standards achieved in subjects and areas of learning
Kindergarten
Area of learning
Language, literacy and
communication
Personal and social
development
Mathematical development
Knowledge and
understanding of the world
Creative development
Physical development

Year Group
Nursery

Reception

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2
Grade 2

Grade 2
Grade 2

142 Children in the kindergarten enjoy coming to school. They respond well to the calm
relaxed atmosphere and enjoy the structure and rhythms of the day. They develop at
their own pace in a welcoming and safe environment.
143 Children enjoy learning by example and experimentation. They are not afraid to
make mistakes when engaged in both familiar and new activities.
144 Children relate well both to each other and to adults. They generally share and play
co-operatively, showing an increasing awareness of the feelings and needs of others.
When, for example, they use wooden toys to create their own imaginative games,
they take turns and make sure that everyone is included.
145 Most children speak clearly and confidently to each other and to adults and are able
to make their needs and preferences known. The more able can explain the reasons
for their choices. They enjoy listening to traditional stories, which re-enforce values
such as caring and sharing.
146 Children are developing a good awareness of seasonal change. During ring time, for
example, they enjoy dressing up in costumes with a spring related theme and
enthusiastically sing a range of seasonal songs in both Welsh and English. They
show good recall of the appropriate actions.
147 Through joining in with the daily cooking activity, many children are beginning to
recognise and name a variety of fruit and vegetables. They show good manipulative
skills when using small tools such as graters, peelers and knives. During snack time,
when the cooked food is eaten, children experience a sense of sharing and
togetherness and they respond well to these occasions.
148 More able children are developing a good knowledge of colour mixing through free
experimentation with paints. They clearly describe how a range of different colours
are produced. The majority use beeswax crayons with dexterity to produce high
quality, vivid drawings using their imagination. Children’s manipulative skills are
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further developed through craft activities such as, for example, when they use
carders to remove the knots from sheep wool. During such activities, they work with
increasing skill and concentrate well.
149 When engaged in outdoor activities, children develop their gross motor skills well
through regular opportunities to climb, balance and swing on a range of natural
materials. They are developing good levels of physical fitness and many are
adventurous in their play.
Mathematical
Key stage 2: Grade 3 - good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 3: Grade 3 - good features outweigh shortcomings.
Good features
150 In key stage 2, younger pupils:
• have a good understanding of place value and ordering numbers to 20;
• have a secure knowledge of number bonds within 10 using addition and
subtraction; and
• are developing a good awareness of number sequences, including recognition of
those in basic multiplication tables.
151 Older pupils:
• understand symmetry in relation to a range of 2D shapes through their work in
form drawing;
• can identify and describe recurring number patterns when for example, working
out the areas of different squares; and
• are developing a good understanding of the four rules of addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division.
152 More able pupils can correctly identify the place value of numbers over 100.
153 A few more able pupils are developing their problem solving and logical reasoning
skills well through their work on simple mathematical investigations.
154 In the mixed key stage 2 and 3 class, most pupils:
• demonstrate good knowledge, understanding and skill when constructing shapes
such as equilateral triangles and a range of other complex geometric shapes,
using compasses and rulers;
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• develop a sound mechanical understanding of both decimal and vulgar fractions
and can add, subtract, multiply and divide these with confidence; and
• are beginning to express decimal fractions in percentage terms when working on
simple problems.
Shortcomings
155 In both key stages:
• most pupils’ ability to solve problems and apply their knowledge in mathematical
investigations is limited; and
• pupils’ agility in mental maths is not well developed across all areas of the taught
curriculum.
156 In key stage 2, older pupils’ understanding of measurement in area, weight, capacity
and length is underdeveloped.
157 In the mixed key stage 2 and 3 class, pupils have an insecure geometrical knowledge
of degrees in relation to circles, triangles and angles.
158 In key stage 3, the majority of pupils’ knowledge of algebra and geometrical
theorems, such as Pythagorus, is underdeveloped.
Linguistic
Key stage 2: Grade 2 - good features and no important shortcomings
Key stage 3: Grade 3 - good features outweigh shortcomings
Good features
159 In both key stages 2 and 3, most pupils:
• listen carefully to their teachers and respond well in class using an increasingly
wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence structures;
• have a good awareness of letters and their sounds and use this information
successfully to support their spelling and reading;
• read aloud confidently and the most able read with good expression and
understanding;
• enjoy poetry and appreciate its impact on the audience;
• progress appropriately in their writing skills especially in writing accounts of
events and present their final versions of writing extremely neatly, taking great
pride in the overall quality of presentation, including illustrations;
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• understand the effect of different aspects of grammatical conventions such as
similes and metaphors in writing;
• structure their written work clearly showing good awareness of correct
punctuation and the need for variation in sentence patterns; and
• develop great confidence speaking and listening in French with even the
youngest pupils using complete sentences in their responses and are beginning
to develop their understanding of Welsh.
Shortcomings
160 In both key stages:
• many pupils, do not take sufficient care over the first drafts of their work.
161 Older pupils in key stage 2 and 3:
• write in a limited range of styles; and
• do not persevere often enough, to write at length.
Scientific
Key stage 2: grade 3 - good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 3: grade 3 - good features outweigh shortcomings
Good features
162 In both key stages, pupils:
• treat living organisms with respect and develop a sense of wonder for the natural
world;
• observe and describe in detail the characteristics and behaviour of plants and
animals and make good progress in knowledge and understanding of the
principles of ecology and sustainable development;
• enrich their understanding of science by making links with other learning, for
example, by relating work in acoustics to experiences of music and silence;
• plan and carry out practical work carefully when conducting fieldwork in ecology
and experimental work in botany and physics;
• begin to develop their understanding of the impact of science on the environment
in their work on fossil fuels and renewable energy; and
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• produce detailed and well-illustrated records of work in science, including
accurate scientific vocabulary, good quality diagrams and detailed illustrations.
Shortcomings
163 In both key stages, pupils do not make enough progress in:
• acquiring knowledge and understanding of key concepts and topics in chemistry;
• using graphs, tables and charts to communicate their understanding of scientific
topics and experimental findings;
• developing independent learning skills, for example using reference books,
tables and charts to extend their understanding of scientific topics; and
• analysing, interpreting and drawing conclusions from their observations and
experimental findings.
Aesthetic and Creative
Key stage 2: Grade 2 - good features and no important shortcomings
Key stage 3: Grade 2 - good features and no important shortcomings
Good features
164 In key stages 2 and 3, pupils:
• have very good skills in water colour painting and wax crayon drawing and
produce work of a consistently high standard, demonstrating a secure knowledge
of the visual elements of line, tone, colour, pattern and shape;
• persevere for long periods of time to perfect the quality of their work in both two
and three dimensions, using tools and different techniques confidently;
• begin to relate their work to the work of traditional craft workers;
• generally learn and sing in tune a range of songs with confidence and
enjoyment;
• confidently play a range of tuned and untuned percussion instruments keeping
good time;
• listen carefully to music to develop their skills of movement and playing pipes
and recorders ‘by ear’; and
• work well in groups to develop the performance of a drama.
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Shortcomings
165 Although there are no important shortcomings, pupils in both key stages:
• have insufficient awareness of the work of a range of great musicians and artists;
and
• do not explore and investigate their own themes and ideas often enough.
Human and Social
Key stage 2: Grade 3 - good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 2: Grade 3 - good features outweigh shortcomings
Good features
166 In key stage 2, younger pupils:
• gradually increase their awareness of the human and social issues, through
listening to and re-telling fairy stories and folk-lore when developing their early
writing skills; and
• have a good awareness of legends and fables and demonstrate their
understanding through high quality illustrations.
167 Older pupils are:
• developing historical awareness and ethical values through learning tales from
Norse mythology;
• through first hand experiences, comparing life in the past with that of the present
day, for example, when they study traditional crafts; and
• learning to appreciate other cultures, through the acting out of traditional stories
such as that of Rama and Sita.
168 In the mixed key stage 2 and 3 class, pupils:
• are developing their knowledge of the physical geography of Britain and they
understand how features such as mountains and valleys have been formed
through the effects of climate change;
• have an awareness of Britain’s industrial heritage through studying the working
conditions in places such as the Pyrex factory in Sunderland; and
• produce free hand maps, diagrams and models of good quality to enhance both
their geographical and historical work when, for example, they model in
plastecine, a detailed relief map of Germany.
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Shortcomings
169 In both key stages:
• pupils’ independent research skills in history and geography using a range of
information sources, are underdeveloped; and
• many older pupils’ ability to record their own ideas based on their first hand
geographical and historical experiences, is limited.
170 In the mixed key stage 2 and 3 class:
• pupils do not have an in-depth understanding of many of the historical themes
they study; and
• their knowledge European geography is insufficiently deep and their recall of
learnt facts is not always secure.
.
Technological
Key stage 2: grade 3 - good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 3: grade 3 - good features outweigh shortcomings
Good features
171 In both key stages, pupils:
• make good progress in designing and making a wide range of attractive and
effective traditional products, including toys, clay and wax models, woven and
knitted objects, pottery and cards;
• carefully improve the quality of their handwork, for example in sewing, knitting,
carding and weaving wool, modelling and painting;
• work well in groups to design and construct small building projects in wood and
stone;
• learn to cook healthy and nutritious food;
• improve their understanding of the properties of traditional building materials and
of the working of machines, such as water mills and wind turbines;
• apply knowledge and skills learnt in mathematics and art, such as symmetry, and
pattern, effectively in the process of designing and decorating products; and
• use craft and building tools appropriately and safely.
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Shortcomings
172 Pupils do not acquire knowledge and understanding of a wide enough range of
technology to understand its place in meeting the needs of present day society.
Physical
Key stage 2: Grade 2 - good features and no important shortcomings
Key stage 3: Grade 2 - good features and no important shortcomings
Good features
173 In key stages 2 and 3, pupils:
• have impressive levels of physical fitness and have a good knowledge about the
effects of exercise on the body;
• understand and observe the conventions of fair play, and show positive attitudes
in physical activities;
• show good throwing and catching skills during ball games and have a developing
awareness of the space around them when working in larger groups;
• develop and remember the detail of sequences of movement in dance during
‘ring time’;
• move with appropriate control and run, jump, stretch and skip for increasing
lengths of time;
• show great confidence in the outdoor environment and engage fully in
adventurous activities in the stimulating school grounds;
• swim age appropriate distances unaided;
• refine and improve their manipulative skills very well through their craft activities
particularly their knitting and sewing work; and
• develop a positive attitude to competition in sport through participation in Class 5
in the European Steiner Waldorf Schools’ Olympics.
Shortcomings
174 Although there are no important shortcomings, in both key stages, pupils, do not
evaluate their own performances and those of their peers frequently enough.
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School's response to the inspection
We are happy that the report confirms that the school has a strong commitment to
delivering Steiner Waldorf education and that our trustees, management team and
collegiate are effectively providing education which is value for money. We are
pleased that the report acknowledges the commitment of the collegiate and support
staff in supporting a wide range of abilities through mutual respect and good
relationships. The report also confirms the very good provision the school makes for
aesthetic and creative education throughout the curriculum.
The inspection team recognised that the school is a community of people who work
very hard to create a friendly, supportive and creative environment that enhances
lifelong learning. We are particularly proud of our achievements in this, our first
Estyn inspection. Importantly, the report has also recognised that our children are
achieving good standards of learning in several areas of the curriculum and that they
enjoy coming to school and feel safe and happy.
We will produce an action plan to address the recommendations in the report.
Collegiate and trustees have already improved our curriculum planning and delivery
for key stages 2 and 3 (Classes 3 to 7). We are also putting in place actions to
address shortcomings in policy and staff awareness of this, as indicated in the report.
Raising pupils’ standards of achievement in numeracy and independent learning in
key stages 2 and 3 (Classes 3 to 7) will take a priority and will be highlighted in our
school development plan.
Where it is possible to do so, the collegiate and policy officer with the management
team and trustees will address the recommendations before the end of the school
year. A review will be included in the annual self evaluation report due in January
2009.
The inspection team identified many elements and features that indicate good
practice within processes and procedures that support the delivery of education in
our school. We are confident that this area of school management will strengthen
further. Equally the team recognised the resource constraints that we are under.
We would like to thank our parents and trustees for their continued support and their
strong positive messages on our behalf. Also, our specific thanks and gratitude to
our volunteers. In addition, we want to congratulate the children on their
development and hard work, for they are at the heart of all that we do.
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Appendix 2
School data and indicators
Number of pupils in each year group
Year
group
Number
of pupils

N (fte)

R

Y1

Y2

Y3

Y4

2.5

4

-

3

3

6

Total number of teachers
Full-time
Number of
3
teachers

Y5
2

Y6

Y7

Y8

Total

4

4

2

30.5

Part-time

Full-time equivalent (fte)

5

5.5

Staffing information
Pupil: teacher (fte) ratio (excluding nursery and special classes)
Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in kindergarten classes
Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in special classes
Average class size, excluding nursery and special classes
Teacher (fte): class ratio

10:1
3:1
n/a
6
1:1

Percentage attendance for three complete terms prior to inspection
Term
N
R
Y1-Y8
Spring 2007
92%
92%
86%
Summer 2007
93%
89%
92%
Autumn 2007
94%
92%
86%
Number of pupils excluded during 12 months prior to inspection

-

Appendix 3
Evidence base of the inspection
Five inspectors, including a peer assessor spent 12 inspector days in school. The
team was joined by the school’s nominee.
These inspectors visited:
• 45 lessons or part lessons; and
• registration, break and lunchtimes.
Members of the team had meetings with:
• the trustees, the collegiate head and staff and parents before the week of the
inspection;
• all teachers, volunteers and a member of the management committee, during
the inspection; and
• groups of pupils from all key stages.
The team also considered:
• documents provided by the school, including the school’s self-evaluation report;
• a selection of pupils’ work from across the age and ability range; and
• 15 responses to the parents’ questionnaire.
The inspection team held post inspection meetings with the trustees and staff.

Appendix 4
Composition and responsibilities of the inspection team
Team member
Rhona Edwards AI
Lead Inspector
Sue Willan HMI
Maggie Morgan AI
Pierre Cox
Peer Assessor
Lindsey Roberts

Responsibilities
Key Questions 1 and 2, kindergarten,
mathematical, human and social
Key Questions 3 and 4, scientific,
technological
Key Questions 5, 6 and 7, linguistic,
aesthetic and creative, physical
Support with Key Questions, areas of
learning and Independent School
Regulations
School Nominee
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