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Buckley Southdown C.P. was inspected as part of a national programme of school 
inspection.  The purpose of inspection is to identify good features and shortcomings 
in schools in order that they may improve the quality of education offered and raise 
the standards achieved by their pupils.  The inspection of all schools within a six-year 
cycle is also designed to give parents information about the performance of their 
child’s school.   
 
The inspection of Buckley Southdown C.P. took place between 17/10/05 and 
20/10/05.  An independent team of inspectors, led by John Andrew Clark 
undertook the inspection. Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, 
the National Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection. 
 
The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality 
of education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management 
and the contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. 
 
The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as 
follows: 
 
 Grade 1 good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings 
 Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings 
 Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
 Grade 5  many important shortcomings 
 
“There are three types of inspection. 
 
For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions. 
 
For short inspections, there are no subject reports. 
 
For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects. 
 
For full inspections, there are also reports on all subjects. 
 
Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the 
basis of its past performance.  Most schools receive a standard inspection.  
All special schools, pupil referral units and any new or amalgamated schools 
receive a full inspection.  
 
This school received a standard inspection.” 

 



Year groups and key stages 
 
Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of 
compulsory schooling to 18 years of age.  This system emphasises the importance of 
continuity and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and 
LEAs. 
 
The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who 
reach the age of 5 during the academic year.  Year 1 refers to the year group of 
pupils who reach the age of 6 during the academic year and so on.  Year 13 is the 
year group of students who reach the age of 18 during the academic year. 
 
Primary phase: 
 

Year R Y 1 Y 2 Y 3 Y 4 Y 5 Y 6 
Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11 

 
Secondary phase: 
 

Year Y 7 Y 8 Y 9 Y 10 Y 11 Y 12 Y 13 
Ages 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 

 
The National Curriculum covers four key stages as follows: 
 

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2 
Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6 
Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9 
Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11 
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Report by John Andrew Clark 
Buckley Southdown C.P., 17/10/05 

 

Context 
 
 
The nature of the provider 
 
1. The school serves the town of Buckley in Flintshire. There are 376 pupils on 

roll from Reception to Y6 aged between 4 and 11. There is a Nursery class for 
up to 30 children who attend either morning or afternoon sessions. The pupils 
are from a range of socio-economic circumstances and are neither 
significantly advantaged nor disadvantaged. The first language of almost all 
the pupils is English and the vast majority are from White British backgrounds. 
The percentage of pupils eligible for a free school meal is average for 
Flintshire and slightly below the national average. The children’s attainment 
on starting school is typical for their age.  

 
2. There are 61 pupils identified with special educational needs (SEN) and a 

further five pupils with a statement of special educational needs, which is 
above average. The pupils’ needs include moderate learning difficulties, 
autism, physical difficulties, and speech and communication difficulties. There 
are no pupils in the care of the local authority. The school was last inspected 
in 1999.  

 
3. The school has achieved Investors in People and successfully assessed for a 

second time for the Basic Skills Quality Mark. 
 
 
The school’s priorities and targets 
 
4. The school’s mission statement is ‘Together in Learning.’ 
 
5. The school aims to see that each child reaches their potential and receives a 

broad and balanced curriculum which prepares them well for their next stage 
of education. This includes developing the ability to communicate well, to 
understand and use scientific numerical and technical concepts and to 
develop an enquiring mind and the ability to persevere with tasks. The school 
experience should be ‘enjoyable, safe and secure with close co-operation 
between home and school.’ 

 
6. The school’s priorities for improvement include: 
 

• achieving/reviewing subject action plan targets; 
• developing Learning to Learn; 
• analysis of children’s contribution to own development; 
• reviews of schemes of work and policies on rolling programme; 
• analysis of planning, preparation and assessment time cover and its impact; 
• contribution of classroom assistants (CA); 
• rolling programme for developing internal accommodation and the Millennium 

Garden. 
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Summary  
 
 
7. Southdown Primary is a good school with many outstanding features. There 

are outstanding features in the standards achieved, of the quality of teaching 
and learning experiences and leadership and management. The school gives 
good value for money. The inspection team identified more outstanding 
features that the school did in its own self-evaluation.  

  
Table of grades awarded 
 
 
Key question 
 

Inspection 
grade 

1 How well do learners achieve? 1 
2 How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 1 
3 How well do the learning experiences meet the needs 

and interests of learners and the wider community? 1 

4 How well are learners cared for, guided and 
supported? 1 

5 How effective are leadership and strategic   
management? 1 

6  How well do leaders and managers evaluate and 
improve quality and standards? 1 

7  How efficient are leaders and managers in using 
resources? 2 

 
 
Standards 
 
The standards of achievement seen in lessons were as follows: 
 
 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
Pupils’ 
standards of 
achievement 

 
33% 

 
62% 

 
5% 

 
0% 

 
0% 

 
8. Pupils’ standards of achievement in lessons are above the Welsh Assembly 

Government’s (WAG) targets, which are for 95 per cent of pupils to attain 
grade 3 and above, and of those, 50 per cent to achieve grade 2. 

 
9. The overall quality of the educational provision for children aged under-five is 

appropriate to their needs and they make good progress towards the 
Desirable Outcomes for Children’s Learning. There are outstanding features 
to the children’s achievement in many areas. 
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Subjects and Areas of Learning in the Early Years 
 
The standards seen in the areas of learning in the early years are as follows: 
 
Language, literacy and communication 1 
Personal and social development 1 
Mathematical development 1 
Knowledge and understanding of the world 1 
Creative development 2 
Physical development 2 
 
The standards seen in the other subjects inspected were as follows: 
 
Subject           Key Stage 1          Key Stage 2 
Welsh as a second language 2 2 
Mathematics 2 2 
Science 2 2 
Music 2 2 
Religious education 2 2 
 
10. The school sets challenging targets for pupils’ achievement based on a good 

range of reliable and nationally accepted assessments. In 2005, the majority of 
Y2 and Y6 pupils met the challenging targets set for them, and significant 
proportion of pupils exceeded these.  

 
11. The trend of improvement in standards achieved is good. In NC assessment 

since the last inspection the results at KS1 has been above the median in most 
years for the core subject indicator (CSI - the combined scores for English, 
mathematics and science). In 2005, it was 82 to national average of 80. The 
results indicate good attainment for more able pupils in mathematics and 
science. However, the school is too rigorous and over cautious in assessing 
high attainment in writing as no pupils were identified as achieving higher than 
average levels. This was not reflected in work seen during the inspection. 
Overall, results have been above national averages and those for similar 
schools for reading, writing and mathematics since the last inspection. 

 
12. In KS2 the CSI was 74 compared to a national average of 70. More able pupils 

achieve well. This is particularly evident in the high proportion of pupils who 
attained higher levels in English in 2005. The results at KS2 have regularly 
been in the upper quartile compared with the local education authority average 
and compare well with similar schools.  

 
13. The pupils’ achievement in key skills is good with outstanding features. Pupils’ 

speaking and listening skills are outstanding both in English and Welsh. Pupils’ 
reading skills develop very well in all subjects. They make good use of 
reference skills in research and investigation in science, for example. Writing 
and numeracy skills are good throughout the curriculum. Pupils’ personal and 
social skills are also outstanding with pupils working collaboratively on a wide 
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range of activities. Pupils’ problem solving and information technology (IT) 
skills are good throughout the school. Standards in bilingualism are 
outstanding and pupils’ levels of achievement are enhanced through Welsh 
vocabulary being placed in strategic places around the school. There has been 
a very good improvement to key skills since the last inspection. 

 
14. Both boys and girls achieve well during their time in school. Pupils with SEN 

make good progress towards the appropriate targets set for them. The very 
inclusive nature of the school means pupils progress well regardless of their 
social, ethnic or linguistic backgrounds. 

 
15. The pupils’ behaviour is very good. Pupils are very attentive to the teachers 

because of the calm and positive management of behaviour and very good 
relationships. The pupils’ attitudes to their work are very good. They take a 
pride in their work and aim high. Pupils understand their work well but are not 
always sure about the best ways to improve it.  

 
16. Rates of attendance are consistently good and slightly better than found in 

most Welsh primary schools.  
 
17. The pupils’ personal development, including their spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development, is good with outstanding features. Their manners are 
excellent. Pupils are very polite and friendly and listen very well to each other 
and to their teachers. They understand fully what is right and what is wrong as 
well as what is fair and what is not. They try hard to do their best. From a 
young age they are encouraged to work in pairs or small groups and their 
skills for independent learning progress very well also.   

 
 
The quality of education and training 
 
In the 58 lessons observed, the quality of teaching was judged as follows: 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
36% 57% 7% 0% 0% 

 
18. The overall quality of teaching exceeds the WAG’s targets. The teaching has 

a very significant impact on the pupil’s achievements and positive attitudes.  
 
19. The quality of teaching is good with outstanding features for children under-

five in the Nursery and Reception classes. The classrooms are well prepared 
with a wide range of stimulating activities to encourage progress in all areas of 
learning. There is a very good focus on basic skills and teachers’ questioning 
skills are often exemplary. 

 
20. Teaching is often imaginative and stimulating. In the best lessons, learning is 

fun and challenging because teachers question pupils very effectively, and 
use visual aids and other resources well. 
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21. Very good teamwork ensures that lessons are planned well and teachers 
have high expectations. Relationships are very good reflecting the ethos 
established by the headteacher, senior staff and governors. The teachers’ 
subject knowledge is good and effective use is made of ICT. 

 
22. Pupils with SEN are taught well. Their individual education plans (IEPs) 

provide clear targets and teaching strategies and these are used well by staff. 
Teaching assistants make a very good contribution to learning through their 
good knowledge of the pupils and high levels of skill. 

 
23. Teachers make good use of a wide range of effective assessment procedures 

to set targets for pupils and to plan work to meet their needs. Work is regularly 
marked, although the pupils’ involvement in planning for their own progress is 
not yet fully developed. 

 
24. Learning experiences are good with outstanding features. The school 

provides a broad and balanced curriculum which motivates and engages 
pupils of all abilities. There is an outstanding range of extra-curricular activities 
and many enriching visits and visitors available to all pupils. 

 
25. There is a clear policy for the integration of Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig and the 

promotion of bilingual skills. Pupils’ use of bilingual skills throughout the 
school is outstanding. Pupils’ ability to understand, translate and initiate 
conversation through the medium of Welsh is very good. Y Cwricwlwm 
Cymreig is successfully promoted and embedded across the curriculum and 
good opportunities are created for pupils to learn about their Welsh heritage 
and culture. 

 
26. Care arrangements are good with outstanding features. The school is a close 

community, despite its size, and is very welcoming to visitors. Many members 
of staff including the headteacher have worked there for many years and 
know pupils and their families very well. Parents appreciate the school’s 
successes and see it as a very caring school with friendly staff and one which 
looks after children fairly. Staff work hard to make sure every pupil feels 
included and valued, and this aspect of provision is outstanding. 

 
27. The school is robust in addressing racial issues, which are rare and in 

ensuring high standards of behaviour. The inclusive nature of the school is 
promoted through very good induction procedures and there are strong links 
with other local schools. 

 
28. The partnership with parents and the community is good with outstanding 

features. The headteacher and staff are very well respected members of the 
community and know many families very well. Parents are kept very well 
informed and many show their support for the school and get involved on a 
regular basis.  

 
29. The school ensures that all pupils, whatever their ability, background or 

gender, have equal access and opportunity to participate in all school 
activities. 
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Leadership and management  
 
30. Leadership and management are good with outstanding features. The 

headteacher, senior staff and governors establish a very good vision for the 
school which is understood and shared by all, ensuring a sense of purpose 
and direction. There is a very good ethos for learning and the aims of the 
school are met well.  

 
31. The self-evaluation process is thorough and well established. It ensures good 

standards and continuous improvement. The school has good systems to 
gather the views of staff, parents, governors and pupils and incorporate those 
into the process. The school development plan (SDP) is a clear and generally 
concise document. Priorities for development are appropriate. The school uses 
a wide range of methods to observe the quality of provision. However, it is not 
always sharply focused on identifying the qualities of the best teaching and 
ensuring those skills are shared. 

 
32. The governing body is good with outstanding features. The governing body is 

very committed to the school and makes a good contribution to learning and 
the school’s very good ethos. The governors successfully fulfil their statutory 
requirements. 

 
33. The school makes good use of its resources for learning. It is well maintained 

and very good displays of pupils’ work significantly enrich the pupils’ learning. 
The quality of accommodation has improved significantly since the last 
inspection. However, there are still some classrooms which have to be used as 
thoroughfares, and the Reception class has some restrictions on the children’s 
access to outdoor play. 

 
34. There are sufficient well-qualified teachers and support staff to meet the pupils’ 

needs. The professional development of staff is outstanding and makes a 
significant contribution to the quality of teaching and learning. All staff are 
valued and respected. The school runs smoothly and financial management is 
good.  
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Recommendations 
 
 
The school should maintain the good and outstanding features present and: 
 
R1 Improve pupils’ involvement in setting targets, assessing and improving their 

own work.* 
 
R2 Further improve monitoring and evaluation procedures to identify and share 

the best practice. 
 
R3 Continue to take every step to improve the accommodation to allow more 

access to outdoor resources for Reception and reduce the use of some 
classrooms as thoroughfares.*  

 
*The school has already identified these recommendations in its school development 
planning. 
 
The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan to 
incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of 
receiving the report, showing what the school is going to do about the 
recommendations. This plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at 
the school. 
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Standards 
 
 
Grade 1:  Good with outstanding features. 
 
35. Inspection findings are higher than those in the school’s self evaluation as 

outstanding features were identified in important areas including the standards 
achieved for children under-five and many aspects of the pupil’s key skills. 

 
36. The table below shows the standards achieved in the lessons observed during 

the inspection: 
 
 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
Pupils’ standards of 
achievement 

 
33% 

 
62% 

 
5% 

 
0% 

 
0% 

 
37. Pupils’ standards of achievement in lessons are above the Welsh Assembly 

Government’s (WAG) targets, which are for 95 per cent of pupils to attain 
grade 3 and above, and of those, 50 per cent to achieve grade 2. 

 
38. The overall quality of the educational provision for children aged under-five is 

appropriate to their needs and they make good progress towards the Desirable 
Outcomes for Children’s Learning. Achievement is good with outstanding 
features in several areas of learning. Children settle into Nursery very quickly 
and are confident, polite and independent by the time they leave Reception. 
Their progress in achieving good standards in language and communication 
and numeracy is often outstanding so that children are well prepared for Y1 
and have established good learning skills. Their progress in the key skills is 
very good. Both boys and girls make good progress because of the stimulating 
curriculum and high quality of teaching. 

 
39. The following table shows the standards in the areas of learning for the under-

fives:  
 
Language, literacy and communication 1 
Personal and social development 1 
Mathematical development 1 
Knowledge and understanding of the world 1 
Creative development 2 
Physical development 2 
 
40. Standards of achievement are good in KS1 and KS2. In all the subjects 

inspected, standards are good with no important shortcomings. The following 
table shows the standards in subject at each key stage: 

 
Subject            Key Stage 1            Key Stage 2 
Welsh as a second language 2 2 
Mathematics 2 2 
Science 2 2 
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Music  2 2 
Religious education 2 2 
 
41. The school sets challenging targets for pupils’ achievement based on a good 

range of reliable and nationally accepted assessments. These targets are very 
well met and often exceeded in NC assessments. A significant proportion of 
pupils exceeded the targets set for them. Pupils with SEN achieve the 
challenging targets set for them. 

 
42. The trend of improvement in achievement at KS1 has been good since the last 

inspection. The results of the NC teacher assessments have been above the 
national average for every year apart from 2004 when results were very 
slightly below the average (2%) for the Core Subject Indicator (CSI). This 
reflected a higher percentage of pupils with SEN in that year group which 
affected the results in English. The 2005 CSI is above the national and local 
average (results are compared with the 2004 national results as there is no 
comparative data yet available for 2005). The school does not identify any 
pupils achieving higher levels than average in English. This is largely the result 
of the school’s very rigorous application of assessment procedures. The 
school has maintained achievement above the national and local averages in 
English, mathematics and science. Standards achieved are particularly good in 
science and have been, on average, 10% above the national average since 
the last inspection. The results are above the median when compared with 
similar schools.   

 
43. In KS2, the CSI for 2005 is 74 compared with a national average of 70 (2004). 

The results have been consistently above national and local averages. The 
2005 results for English in the upper quartile in comparison with national and 
local averages. Mathematics results for 2005 are above also in the upper 
quartile. Standards in science were within the median and slightly below the 
school’s normally high levels. Standards achieved by more able pupils are 
good, particularly in English.  

 
44. There have been very good improvements to standards of Welsh as a second 

language and music since the last inspection. 
 
45. Both boys and girls achieve well in NC assessments. The school has been 

particularly successful in particularly successful in raising boys’ achievement. 
Boys exceeded the boys’ national average by a significant percentage.  

 
46. The school is good at overcoming barriers to learning so that pupils succeed 

very well regardless of their social, ethnic or language background. The very 
good induction procedures and high standards of care ensure that pupils’ 
achievement is monitored closely and good support is given. The few pupils 
who speak English as an additional language achieve well and their needs are 
effectively met.  

 
47. The pupils’ progress in their learning is good. The very well structured 

schemes of work allow pupils to systematically build upon their knowledge and 
understanding. The school makes effective use of assessments to set 
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challenging targets for pupils of all ages and abilities in English, mathematics 
and science. Progress against these targets is consistently good. In 2005 
targets were exceed by 17 per cent in English, 11 percent in mathematics and 
6 percent in science. 

 
48. At all stages, pupils are prepared well for the next stage of their education and 

achieve their potential very well. Pupils with SEN make good progress and 
achieve well. The targets set for them are challenging and realistic and based 
on a good knowledge of pupils’ needs and abilities. The teaching assistants 
are very well deployed and trained to provide maximum support so that pupils 
make good progress towards their targets. The pupils are increasingly involved 
in target setting to raise their achievement although this is still at an early stage 
of development. 

 
49. The pupils’ achievement in key skills is good with outstanding features. Pupils’ 

speaking and listening skills are outstanding both in English and Welsh. Pupils 
answer questions pertinently and all abilities enlarge on their ideas effectively. 
They make very good oral presentations. Pupils’ reading skills develop very 
well in all subjects. They make good use of reference skills in research and 
investigation in science, for example. Writing and numeracy skills are good 
throughout the curriculum. Pupils use their mathematical skills well to support 
and improve their understanding of work in other subjects such as science and 
geography, for example, positive and negative numbers when comparing 
temperature and co-ordinates and scale when reading maps. Pupils’ personal 
and social skills are also outstanding with pupils working collaboratively on a 
wide range of activities. The provision of interactive white boards in some 
classrooms contributes significantly to standards in key skill development. 
Pupils’ problem solving and information technology (IT) skills are good 
throughout the school.  A strong focus on pupils’ creative skills in role-play 
activities significantly increases the level of achievement in subjects such as 
Welsh. Standards in bilingualism are outstanding and pupils’ levels of 
achievement are enhanced through Welsh vocabulary being placed in 
strategic places around the school. 

 
50. Rates of attendance are consistently good and slightly better than found in 

most Welsh primary schools. Registration complies with statutory 
requirements. Staff monitor attendance and reasons for absence effectively 
and parents support the school’s efforts to maintain these good levels by 
phoning in when their children are ill. Illness is the reason given for 
approximately 3% of absences most years but holidays, however, account for 
nearly 2% of absences every year, despite reminders from the headteacher of 
the importance of attending every day. Punctuality is good with pupils rarely 
even a minute late.  

 
51. Standards of behaviour are very good. Pupils are often exceptionally polite and 

considerate of each other. They pay attention to teachers and other adults. 
The pupils are highly motivated and take a strong interest in their work. 
Throughout the school, pupils are keen to talk about the topics they are 
studying and to explain what they have learned. All staff very effectively 
applies the positive behaviour policy of the school and the headteacher takes a 
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strong role in establishing a purposeful, disciplined and caring ethos. There 
have been no exclusions in the last reporting year. 

 
52. The development of pupils’ personal, social and learning skills is outstanding 

and over time they grow significantly in the confidence they display. Their 
manners are excellent. Pupils are very polite and friendly and listen very well 
to each other and to their teachers. They understand fully what is right and 
what is wrong as well as what is fair and what is not. They try hard to do their 
best. Pupils demonstrate a good awareness of equal opportunities and show 
tolerance and understanding to others. This is a positive response to the high 
standards of spiritual and social provision. From a young age they are 
successfully encouraged to work in pairs or small groups and their skills for 
independent learning progress very well also.  They know they do well and 
love their achievements being valued by staff and shared with their friends. 
They are very sensible on the playground and older pupils especially kind 
towards the younger ones. They are proud to be “Southdowners”. 
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The quality of education and training 
 
Key question 2:   How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
53. Inspection findings exceed those of the school’s self-evaluation process. There 

were outstanding features in teaching throughout the school, particularly for 
under-five pupils. The school is aware of its strengths but over cautious in 
some of its judgements. 

 
54. In the 58 lessons observed the judgements on the quality of teaching were as 

follows: 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
36% 57% 7% 0% 0% 

 
55. The overall quality of teaching exceeds the WAG’s targets. The teaching has 

a significant impact on the pupil’s achievements and positive attitudes.  
 
56. Teaching is good with outstanding features for children under-five in the 

Nursery and Reception classes. The lessons are very well prepared and 
teachers have an excellent understanding of the learning needs of young 
children. The classrooms are well prepared with a wide range of stimulating 
activities to encourage progress in all areas of learning. There is a very good 
focus on basic skills and teachers’ questioning skills are often exemplary. 

 
57. In KS1 and KS2, a major strength of the teaching is the outstanding teamwork 

between all staff which leads to effective planning.  Relationships between 
staff and pupils are often outstanding and pupils are motivated and hard 
working as a result. A very effective policy to promote good behaviour through 
assertive discipline contributes to these positive relationships, and helps the 
pupils to take responsibility for their own and other pupils’ conduct. The ethos 
in most lessons is calm and purposeful, and in the best lessons there is a 
buzz of enthusiasm as pupils discuss ideas with each other. 

 
58. The best teaching is marked by the imaginative methods and resources 

teachers use. In these lessons, the pupils are encouraged to think for 
themselves and solve problems. This motivates and challenges pupils of all 
abilities. For example, in a Y3 science lesson, the pupils made very good 
progress in understanding how teeth work because of the detailed models and 
jigsaw tasks the teacher had prepared which left the pupils to puzzle out the 
answers for themselves. The activities allowed the pupils to check for 
themselves how accurate they were. The lesson was taken at a very good 
pace yet in a calm and supportive atmosphere. In an outstanding Y4 
mathematics lesson, the teacher used very well made charts and information 
posters to help pupils understand how to solve problems. The pupils’ learning 
is enhanced by the practical nature of many activities and the good use of role 
play and drama in many subjects including personal and social education 
(PSE) and Welsh as a second language. 
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59. There is increasingly good use of the interactive white boards by teachers. In 

science in Y6, for example, the pupils understanding of the parts and 
functions of a plant is significantly improved by the use of an animated 
computer program.  

 
60. Very good questioning skills are often a feature of the best lessons. Teachers 

promote very good speaking and very good listening skills by gently and 
skilfully challenging the pupils to think more deeply and clarify their ideas. 
They expect the pupils to use a precise and appropriate vocabulary for the 
subject. In a Welsh lesson in Y1, for example, the teacher’s skilful questioning 
provided for useful repetition in stimulating contexts.  

 
61. Detailed schemes of work effectively support teachers’ good subject 

knowledge. The teachers have a good understanding of the different ways in 
which their pupils learn. They link physical and mental activities effectively to 
help pupils learn new facts and skills.   

 
62. The key skills are very well taught overall. In particular, teachers promote 

speaking and listening, and bilingual Welsh very well through regular and 
challenging opportunities. Most teachers use incidental Welsh to establish 
routines and to ask questions.  

 
63. The important shortcomings evident in a minority of lessons in KS2 are 

associated with the quality of questioning and effective use of resources. 
Some of the questions were pedantic and too slow without sufficiently 
challenging pupils to think for themselves and use the knowledge and 
understanding they had. Occasionally, resources were unattractive and did 
not provide pupils with enough to think about or with too little guidance. 

 
64. Teaching assistants contribute significantly to the quality and effectiveness of 

teaching. They work very closely with the teachers to provide high quality 
general support and also specialist support for early reading and writing. They 
are well prepared and contribute to planning. They also offer specific support 
to pupils with special educational needs and show skill and sensitivity to 
pupils’ learning needs.  

 
65. The teaching of pupils with SEN is good. Teachers are very aware of the 

targets these pupils are aiming to achieve and incorporate these into their 
teaching. The special needs coordinator (SENCO) provides good quality 
specialised teaching which promotes positive attitudes to learning and the 
systematic development of key communication skills. 

 
66. Teachers promote equal opportunities very well. They ensure that both boys 

and girls participate in all aspects of lessons and encourage their involvement 
in extra- curricular activities. This has had a particularly positive impact up on 
boys’ achievement. 

 
67. The teachers make good use of a wide range of assessments to match work 

to pupils’ needs and set targets for learning in English and mathematics. The 
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baseline assessments made in Nursery when the children start school provide 
the teachers with good information for planning in all areas of learning. 
Assessment procedures are effective for pupils with SEN. All these pupils 
have individual plans for their education and progress towards them is 
regularly and rigorously assessed.  

 
68. The school meets all statutory requirements for recording, reporting and 

assessment in full. The teachers and teaching assistants ensure records are 
up to date and accurate.  

 
69. In all classes, the effective use of marking and other daily assessment means 

the work is matched well to pupils’ needs. The school has started a new 
programme to involve pupils in contributing to setting their own learning 
targets. At the moment, this is at a very early stage of development and the 
resulting targets are not yet demanding enough. In the best lessons, the 
pupils have a very clear idea of the next stage of their learning because the 
teacher discusses with the pupils where the work is heading and uses visual 
displays, such as charts of child-friendly NC level descriptions, to support this. 

 
70. Parents are very well informed about their children’s progress. Regular 

meetings are held with the parents of pupils with SEN when targets are set 
and reviewed. The end-of-year reports for all parents are good. They are 
evaluative and informative for all subjects, and give clear guidance for 
improvement. 

 
 
 
 
Key question 3: How well do the learning experiences meet the needs  

and interests of learners and the wider community? 
 
Grade 1:  Good with outstanding features      
 
71. The findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school 

in the self-evaluation report.  
 
72. The overall quality of the educational provision for the under-fives is 

appropriate to their needs and children make good progress towards the 
Desirable Outcomes for Children’s learning. There are high quality learning 
experiences, both indoors and outdoors, in each area of learning which allow 
children to make rapid progress and achieve very high standards. 

 
73. The school’s response to pupils’ learning needs is outstanding.  It reflects the 

aspirations and need of pupils well by providing equal access to a broad, 
balanced and coherent curriculum that is very well planned enabling pupils’ 
progression. Within the curriculum there are outstanding features that 
extensively develop pupils’ personal and social skills.  

 
74. The school’s provision successfully reflects national priorities for lifelong 

learning and community regeneration. It successfully meets the statutory 
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requirements of the National Curriculum and the locally agreed syllabus for 
religious education. The school successfully meets requirements for personal 
and social education, including sex education and drugs awareness. The 
curriculum is stimulating and enriched, ensuring continuity and progression 
throughout the school. 

 
75. Curriculum planning builds systematically on existing knowledge, 

understanding and skills. The topic approach used by school is very effective. 
Teachers’ specific and detailed planning provides a clear structure and 
progression for all pupils. Two-year cycles are planned and successfully 
implemented. 

 
76. The curriculum is stimulating and enriched, ensuring good continuity and 

progression throughout the school. This enrichment includes a planned series 
of visits both in and out of school. Pupils have the opportunity to participate in 
a wide range of extra-curricular activities offered which are well attended. 
Visitors to the school extend pupils’ experiences and enrich their 
understanding of curriculum areas. 

 
77. The support for learning throughout the school is good. The SEN policy 

reflects the requirements of the code of practice and the additional support 
provided for these pupils encourages them to feel valued and included. Staff 
enable pupils with additional literacy needs to access the curriculum and make 
good progress in their learning. The support for a small number of pupils with 
challenging behaviour is good and pupils are positively managed, effectively 
raising their standard of achievement. The curriculum is challenging and 
interesting to pupils with a gift or talent. 

 
78. The planning and implementation of the development of key skills across the 

curriculum is good with outstanding features. Opportunities for progress in all 
key skills are clearly identified in planning and staff promote this well through 
discussions with pupils at the start of lessons. This process is consistently 
monitored and reviewed.  

 
79. Pupils benefit from equal opportunities to participate in an outstanding range of 

extra-curricular activities including sports, such as netball and football, music, 
theatre visits, local industry and museum trips, so that all pupils have the 
opportunity to achieve high standards, enriching and enhancing their 
development.  

 
80. Provision to develop pupils understanding of moral issues and respect for 

other faiths and religions is an outstanding feature. Pupils often think of others 
less fortunate than themselves, for example when they raise money for 
charities and when they bring in items of food to be shared with the National 
Children’s Home at Harvest Time. Last summer the “Global Day” provided all 
pupils with a very well planned event to really broaden their understanding of 
other cultures. Such was its success that this day will be repeated in 2006. 
Pupils also have a good awareness of equality of opportunity issues. The 
pupils are given many opportunities for thought and reflection and acts of 
collective worship make a significant contribution to spiritual development. The 
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improvement since the last inspection in this aspect is very good. The progress 
shown in their personal, spiritual, social, moral and cultural development is an 
outstanding feature of the school. 

 
81. The school’s many and varied links with the community including those 

established with parents are outstanding and contribute fully to learning 
opportunities provided. There are many very good and effective partnerships 
with other providers and community groups in Buckley. Liaison with the 
secondary school to which the majority of pupils in year 6 move is very strong. 
The headteacher of that school is a familiar face to Southdown pupils and the 
transition programme very well established and purposeful enabling pupils to 
move on happily. There are very effective links with local pre-school providers 
and there is smooth transfer to Nursery and Reception. 

 
82. Links with many churches are in place and the school choir sings within the 

community frequently. Visits to local industry, shops and businesses take 
place regularly. Organisations such as the police support the work of the 
school particularly when members talk about drugs awareness and other 
aspects of keeping safe. Road safety organisations work alongside parents 
and pupils from Year 1 every week to teach pupils about road safety.  Pupils 
get fully involved in sporting activities and competitions in the region. 

 
83. Partnerships with parents are very well established and have outstanding 

features also. The headteacher is a very well respected member of the 
community and knows many families very well. Parents are kept very well 
informed and many show their support for the school and get involved on a 
regular basis. For example, a rota of parents helps organise the healthy fruit 
every morning. Large sums of money are raised every year through “The Link”. 
(Parent Association) The views of parents are sought both informally and 
formally through questionnaires. In addition, the community and parents show 
very good support for the school when they get involved as governors.  

 
84. There is a clear policy for the integration of Y Cwricwlwm Cymrieg and the 

promotion of bilingual skills. Pupils’ use of bilingual skills throughout the school 
is outstanding. Pupils’ ability to understand, translate and initiate conversation 
through the medium of Welsh is very good. Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig is 
successfully promoted and embedded across the curriculum and good 
opportunities are created for pupils to learn about their Welsh heritage and 
culture. 

 
85. The school is now giving increasing attention to promoting education for 

sustainable development.  Through its involvement in the “Healthy Schools 
Initiative” pupils and staff are learning the importance of recycling and caring 
for their environment. This initiative has got off to a very good start and staff 
are committed to continue so that pupils can benefit even more.  

 
86. Entrepreneurial skills are being promoted when for example each class makes 

items which are then sold at the school fayres or when the children raise 
money for charities. This term a “Big Breakfast”, organised and run by the 
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school council, was very successful, attracting other members of the 
community as well as pupils and parents. 

 
87. The school responds positively to national and local initiatives. Grants have 

been received to promote learning and sporting activities after the school day. 
This aspect of the school’s provision is also very positive. 

 
88. The school is very successful in laying the foundations for life-long learning 

and community regeneration by encouraging pupils to be responsible for their 
own actions, to be sympathetic and to have respect for others. Qualities such 
as kindness, truthfulness and forgiveness are successfully promoted through 
circle time, pupil discussion and assemblies. Learning experiences and 
community activities are extremely effective in encouraging pupils to 
understand the need to be flexible and adaptable. 

 
 
 
 
Key question 4: How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 
 
Grade 1 : Good with outstanding features 
 
89. The judgement of the inspection team exceeds the grade identified in the 

school’s self evaluation. The team identified outstanding features in the 
relationships with parents, the provision for care and the procedures for child 
protection. 

 
90. The school is a close community, despite its size, and is very welcoming to 

visitors. Many members of staff, including the headteacher, have worked there 
for many years and know pupils and their families very well. Parents 
appreciate the school’s successes. They see it as a very caring school with 
friendly staff and one which looks after children fairly. Staff work hard to make 
sure every pupil feels included and valued, and this aspect of provision is 
outstanding. 

 
91. Several staff play a key role in planning and managing care arrangements for 

those who need extra support. The school works closely with parents and gets 
effective support from outside agencies for many who have specific needs. 
Routines are well understood and policies, which guide many aspects of care, 
are updated and reviewed regularly. Good attention to training has been given, 
for example to mid day supervisors, to ensure that levels of care and support 
are consistently high. 

 
92. Governors are fully involved at an appropriate level and particular expertise for 

health and safety matters is received. A governor has also been on training for 
risk assessment and the school always seeks to promote pupil welfare and 
well being.  The headteacher keeps governors fully involved and informed on 
all matters which involve pupil support and guidance.  
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93. The arrangements for child protection are good with outstanding features. The 
school’s policy fully reflects local procedures. Training in child protection is up 
to date for all members of staff and policy and procedures for this are fully 
understood. There is an appropriated designated person and effective links 
with relevant agencies. The outstanding relationships with parents and caring 
ethos contribute well to this outstanding feature. Guidance is followed very 
carefully to ensure pupil safety.  

 
94. There is good monitoring of attendance. There is also careful tracking of 

behaviour. Occasionally, pupils move to the school from other schools where 
they have misbehaved. They do well in the calm environment and learn quickly 
what is acceptable from their peers as well as from staff. Individual behaviour 
plans are used and parents involved so that over time standards of behaviour 
improve.  

 
95. Pupils told inspectors they would talk to their teachers if things go wrong and 

they need extra help. Some use “Bubble Time” to seek extra guidance. Pupils 
of all ages are very clear however on the school rules and like the systems of 
rewards and approve also of sanctions that are used. This aspect of school is 
very well established. 

 
96. Supervision during playtime and during lunchtime is well organised and 

managed. Things run smoothly in what is a limited space inside, and 
potentially awkward situations are avoided because adults know their role and 
because relationships are very positive. 

 
97. The provision for learners with SEN is good. The school’s policy is 

comprehensive and complies with the Code of Practice and the framework for 
inclusive education. Early identification of pupils with SEN remains with the 
class teacher initially and is supported by the special educational needs 
coordinator. The SENCO works effectively alongside class teachers, support 
staff and the governors with responsibility for SEN.  

 
98. Teachers and support staff work as an effective team providing continuity of 

support and assessment of need. Targets, in individual educational plans 
(IEPs) are stated in observable, measurable terms and can be monitored and 
reviewed appropriately. The assessment of pupils’ attainment and progress is 
sufficiently diagnostic and all pupils make good progress. Parents are 
consulted regarding their child’s SEN status; they can speak to the class 
teacher or SENCO regarding their child’s progress at any time. The 
relationships and support for pupils within the classroom or in small withdrawn 
groups, is good.  

 
99. There are currently five pupils with statements of special educational need and 

these are well supported, making good progress according to their need and 
ability. Annual reviews meet statutory requirements. The school makes good 
use of other professional support services, such as the educational 
psychologist. 
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100. The provision for other needs is good. The school provides good group 
support for the pupils who require literacy enhancement programmes. 
Additional outside agencies provide good support for pupils who require 
specific multi-sensory programmes and for those whose second language is 
English.  

 
101. The school’s support for the very small minority of pupils with profound and 

challenging behaviour is good. The school has agreed and implemented a 
positive behaviour management policy based on recognition of achievements 
in work and attitude. The school liaises well with relevant outside agencies.  

 
102. The school complies fully with its policy on equal opportunity. Boys and girls 

are treated equally and fairly and all pupils feel they can contribute to the life of 
the school. Race relations are promoted and monitored well. Pupils from 
minority ethnic groups are welcomed very much and make good progress in all 
aspects of their education in the school. Provision for equal treatment for 
disabled pupils is good. A small number of pupils with physical difficulties are 
very well integrated and enjoy school.  

 
103. Younger pupils settle in quickly because the programme for induction is clear 

and helpful to parents and pupils. Older children who join other than at the 
usual times, speak very positively about the kindness they were immediately 
shown by staff and fellow pupils. In addition, special induction evenings are 
held for parents in Year 1 and 3 when their children progress into a new key 
stage.  

 
104. Pupils of all ages really enjoy fruit and healthy flapjacks made by the kitchen 

staff every day. There is a good and developing programme for personal and 
social education which is being implemented across the school. The school 
council is also very much a part of school life now and members spoke 
eloquently about its role.  
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Leadership and management 
 
 
Key question 5:   How effective are leadership and strategic management? 
 
Grade 1 : Good with outstanding features 
 
105. The judgement of the inspection team exceeds the grade identified in the 

school’s self evaluation. The team identified outstanding features in the 
relationships with parents, the provision for care and the procedures for child 
protection. 

 
106. The school is a close community, despite its size, and is very welcoming to 

visitors. Many members of staff, including the headteacher, have worked there 
for many years and know pupils and their families very well. Parents 
appreciate the school’s successes. They see it as a very caring school with 
friendly staff and one which looks after children fairly. Staff work hard to make 
sure every pupil feels included and valued, and this aspect of provision is 
outstanding. 

 
107. Several staff play a key role in planning and managing care arrangements for 

those who need extra support. The school works closely with parents and gets 
effective support from outside agencies for many who have specific needs. 
Routines are well understood and policies, which guide many aspects of care, 
are updated and reviewed regularly. Good attention to training has been given, 
for example to mid day supervisors, to ensure that levels of care and support 
are consistently high. 

 
108. Governors are fully involved at an appropriate level and particular expertise for 

health and safety matters is received. A governor has also been on training for 
risk assessment and the school always seeks to promote pupil welfare and 
well being.  The headteacher keeps governors fully involved and informed on 
all matters which involve pupil support and guidance.  

 
109. The arrangements for child protection are good with outstanding features. The 

school’s policy fully reflects local procedures. Training in child protection is up 
to date for all members of staff and policy and procedures for this are fully 
understood. There is an appropriated designated person and effective links 
with relevant agencies. The outstanding relationships with parents and caring 
ethos contribute well to this outstanding feature. Guidance is followed very 
carefully to ensure pupil safety.  

 
110. There is good monitoring of attendance. There is also careful tracking of 

behaviour. Occasionally, pupils move to the school from other schools where 
they have misbehaved. They do well in the calm environment and learn quickly 
what is acceptable from their peers as well as from staff. Individual behaviour 
plans are used and parents involved so that over time standards of behaviour 
improve.  
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111. Pupils told inspectors they would talk to their teachers if things go wrong and 
they need extra help. Some use “Bubble Time” to seek extra guidance. Pupils 
of all ages are very clear however on the school rules and like the systems of 
rewards and approve also of sanctions that are used. This aspect of school is 
very well established. 

 
112. Supervision during playtime and during lunchtime is well organised and 

managed. Things run smoothly in what is a limited space inside, and 
potentially awkward situations are avoided because adults know their role and 
because relationships are very positive. 

 
113. The provision for learners with SEN is good. The school’s policy is 

comprehensive and complies with the Code of Practice and the framework for 
inclusive education. Early identification of pupils with SEN remains with the 
class teacher initially and is supported by the special educational needs 
coordinator. The SENCO works effectively alongside class teachers, support 
staff and the governors with responsibility for SEN.  

 
114. Teachers and support staff work as an effective team providing continuity of 

support and assessment of need. Targets, in individual educational plans 
(IEPs) are stated in observable, measurable terms and can be monitored and 
reviewed appropriately. The assessment of pupils’ attainment and progress is 
sufficiently diagnostic and all pupils make good progress. Parents are 
consulted regarding their child’s SEN status; they can speak to the class 
teacher or SENCO regarding their child’s progress at any time. The 
relationships and support for pupils within the classroom or in small withdrawn 
groups, is good.  

 
115. There are currently five pupils with statements of special educational need and 

these are well supported, making good progress according to their need and 
ability. Annual reviews meet statutory requirements. The school makes good 
use of other professional support services, such as the educational 
psychologist. 

 
116. The provision for other needs is good. The school provides good group 

support for the pupils who require literacy enhancement programmes. 
Additional outside agencies provide good support for pupils who require 
specific multi-sensory programmes and for those whose second language is 
English.  

 
117. The school’s support for the very small minority of pupils with profound and 

challenging behaviour is good. The school has agreed and implemented a 
positive behaviour management policy based on recognition of achievements 
in work and attitude. The school liaises well with relevant outside agencies.  

 
118. The school complies fully with its policy on equal opportunity. Boys and girls 

are treated equally and fairly and all pupils feel they can contribute to the life of 
the school. Race relations are promoted and monitored well. Pupils from 
minority ethnic groups are welcomed very much and make good progress in all 
aspects of their education in the school. Provision for equal treatment for 
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disabled pupils is good. A small number of pupils with physical difficulties are 
very well integrated and enjoy school.  

 
119. Younger pupils settle in quickly because the programme for induction is clear 

and helpful to parents and pupils. Older children who join other than at the 
usual times, speak very positively about the kindness they were immediately 
shown by staff and fellow pupils. In addition, special induction evenings are 
held for parents in Year 1 and 3 when their children progress into a new key 
stage.  

 
120. Pupils of all ages really enjoy fruit and healthy flapjacks made by the kitchen 

staff every day. There is a good and developing programme for personal and 
social education which is being implemented across the school. The school 
council is also very much a part of school life now and members spoke 
eloquently about its role.  

 
 
 
 
Key question 6:   How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve 

quality and standards? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
121. The findings of the inspection team exceed the judgements made in the 

school’s self-evaluation. Although the curriculum coordinators role is still 
developing the well established procedures for monitoring, evaluating and 
promoting higher standards are very effective.  

 
122. The process of self-evaluation is good with outstanding features and has 

continued to develop well since the last inspection. The views of governors, 
parents and pupils are gathered through regular questionnaires and meetings, 
and collated alongside those of the staff against the seven key questions of the 
ESTYN framework. The curriculum coordinators also evaluate their subjects to 
a common self-evaluation process. As a result of this process, all staff work 
towards agreed priorities such as improvements to writing skills and 
developing learning styles, with a good understanding of their role. The 
processes for review are well established and have been built on through the 
school’s commitment to Investors in People and the Basic Skills Quality Mark. 

 
123. Self-assessment arrangements are securely built upon first hand evidence. 

There are regular lesson observations using agreed pro forma. The self-
evaluation report has outstanding features as a result. It is clearly focused on 
raising standards of achievement and synthesises the views of all stakeholders 
very effectively. However, sometimes the monitoring is not flexible enough to 
identify and, therefore, share the qualities of the best teaching. This is 
particularly so in ensuring the new skills developed through the ‘Learning to 
learn’ initiative are consistently used. The school very accurately identifies its 
strengths and weaknesses although it is sometimes over cautious in making 
final judgements and this has lead to some differences between the inspection 
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findings and the self-evaluation. Overall, however, self-evaluation is good with 
outstanding features.  

 
124. School development planning is increasingly matched to the self-evaluation 

process, and provides clear and manageable priorities. The school 
development plan matches resources closely to the needs of priorities The 
targets set are appropriate. 

 
125. The effectiveness of the school’s self-evaluation and school development 

planning is evident in the pupils’ achievement and very good attitudes and 
personal development. Improvement since the last inspection has been good 
with outstanding features as a result. Improvements to accommodation are 
good. Standards achieved in Welsh as a second language and music have 
improved very well. The key skills of speaking, listening, reading and 
bilingualism are very much improved.  

 
 
 
Key question 7:   How efficient are leaders and managers in using resources? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
126. The findings of the inspection team match the judgment made by the school in 

its self-evaluation report. 
 
127. Teachers are well qualified and regularly update their teaching skills and 

knowledge by attending in-service training sessions. There are sufficient 
teaching and non-teaching staff for the number of pupils on roll. Effective use 
is made of teacher expertise through the system of class exchanges. Nursery 
nurses and classroom assistants are well trained to fulfill their roles and make 
a key contribution to the quality of teaching. Teachers’ planning, preparation 
and assessment time is planned efficiently. There are appropriate job 
descriptions for all members of staff.  

 
128. The school secretary, caretaker, midday supervisors and canteen staff provide 

effective support. Day-to-day administration is smooth and efficient.  
 
129. The accommodation has improved significantly since the last inspection. Major 

building work means that most classrooms are now spacious and accessible. 
The grounds provide high quality provision for sports, study and recreation. 
However, there remain some difficulties with access for the Reception class to 
outdoor play facilities and some of the KS2 classrooms are used regularly as a 
thoroughfare.  

 
130. Pupils also have access to, and make good use of, Buckley Library, the 

Heritage Trail, the Schools’ Library Service and facilities at the local high 
school. 
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131. A good range of resources support learning well in most areas of the 
curriculum. Resources are of good quality and well established procedures 
ensure they are easily accessible for all pupils.  

132. Good quality displays highlight pupils’ work and celebrate their achievements. 
Books and artifacts associated with classroom themes are attractive and help 
to reinforce and extend pupils’ learning. Pupils make good use of libraries. 

 
133. The quality of financial management at the school is good. The headteacher, 

staff and governing body ensure use of resources is efficient and effective. 
Regular reviews are made of subjects to identify requirements and to 
determine priorities for spending. The deployment of staff and the effective use 
of resources are very well matched to the school’s priorities and objectives. 
The school provides good value for money. 
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Standards achieved in subjects and areas of learning 
 
Early Years 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
134. The overall quality of the educational provision for the under-fives is 

appropriate to their needs and the pupils are making good progress towards 
the Desirable Outcomes for Children’s Learning. 

 
 
Language, literacy and communication skills. 
 
135. Children’s language, literacy and communication skills are good with 

outstanding features. 
 
Good and outstanding features 
 
136. Standards of achievement in language, literacy and communication are very 

good in both Nursery and Reception. The very high priority given to 
continuous, purposeful interaction between adults and children effectively 
promotes and develops very good standards in speaking and listening. 

 
137. In the Nursery, they listen carefully, gain confidence to speak clearly and 

willingly take part in group discussions, readily contributing their personal 
experiences. In discussion, children describe how cold ice is and explain that it 
melts quickly in their warm hands. Children enjoy sharing books such as “Fox’s 
Socks” with an adult, handle books carefully and are beginning to understand 
that words and pictures have a meaning. They enjoy and know a range of 
songs and rhymes and sing with increased confidence. They experiment with 
mark making, drawing and writing in a wide variety of media such as shaving 
foam and bubbles. A few children write letter sounds using large felt pens with 
increasing accuracy and formation and use negotiating skills with peer 
members, well. Some children read their name on the wall chart and a few 
already use recognisable marks to copy and write initial letters. Most children 
readily identify their name and hang their coats on the appropriate hanger. 

 
138. Reception children express opinions confidently in whole-class and in small 

group sessions. They are developing skills to answer and ask questions 
clearly, both inside and outside the classroom. In role-play activities they 
confidently express their thoughts well and explore meaning through first–hand 
experiences such as camping out in a tent, on the camp site.  Children listen 
well to stories, sharing language games and rhymes. For example, they 
concentrate and listen well to the taped story of the “Skeleton”, demonstrating 
outstanding levels of concentration.  

 
139. All children write and make marks during adult-directed activities, successfully 

developing accuracy and formation to a good level. Most Reception children 
emerge as independent writers and some progress successfully to copying 
over or under adult’s writing. Children are developing a good awareness that 
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written symbols have sound and meaning. Some write their names with 
increasing confidence and independence. 

 
140. Children enjoy sharing books with an adult and in discussion they sequence 

events from the story, well. They point to the title, discuss the picture content 
and are becoming familiar with terms such as author and illustrator. Through 
scrutiny, a few children make very good progress in word recognition and 
reading in both English and Welsh. Children make good progress in their 
recognition of letter sounds and can identify phonic symbols at the beginning 
of their name and that of others.  

 
141. The Welsh language is successfully introduced to children with the majority 

understanding and responding to a range of everyday commands. Children 
repeat number rhymes consistently and count in Welsh at every given 
opportunity, thus significantly increasing their standard of achievement. 
Children’s response to instruction in Welsh is outstanding. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
142. There are no important shortcomings 
 
 
Personal and social development. 
 
143. In the Nursery class, three-year old children achieve very good standards in 

personal and social development as they respond to very high expectations of 
routine behaviours that are embedded well. This is an outstanding feature. All 
are happy and secure in their environment and develop very good 
relationships with adults and other children, showing respect and care. They 
leave their parents without fuss, and follow health and hygiene routines well. 
They all demonstrate positive attitudes to their work as individuals or in pairs 
and groups. They take turns and share equipment appropriately. Children 
become more confident and respond appropriately to the outstanding range of 
stimuli available to them. 

 
144. Reception children are developing a very good awareness of their own needs 

and those of others. All are happy and secure in their environment and build 
up very good relationships with staff. They work together contented in small 
groups around adult-directed activities or in individual play. Children’s 
behaviour is outstanding and they co-operate effectively in all aspects of their 
work and play. They have a growing understanding of what is right and wrong, 
sharing equipment, helping each other, making very good progress in 
developing a respect for rules. Levels of personal care are good. All children 
make very good progress in learning to take turns and wait patiently until 
directed. For example, children demonstrate very good concentration and turn-
taking during the “Scaredy Cat” game. Children are very supportive of each 
other and demonstrate a caring, sensitive, attitude to one another.  

 
145. In Nursery and Reception classes, children listen and respond immediately to 

adults’ directions. This is an outstanding feature and demonstrates very good 
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attitudes towards their work and new learning experiences. Children are highly 
motivated and stimulated to give of their best at all times. They are developing 
a good ability to concentrate in table-top activities, for lengthening periods of 
time and their work increases in accuracy according to their age and ability. 
Many already demonstrate a good level of responsibility for selecting and 
clearing away resources.  

 
Shortcomings  
 
146. There are no important shortcomings  

 
 
Mathematical development 
 
147. Children’s mathematical development is good with outstanding features. 
 
Good Features 
 
148. Nursery children develop a very good understanding of mathematical concepts 

through singing number rhymes and the outstanding range of activities in the 
classroom and outdoor environment. They enthusiastically engage in practical 
activities, which involve sorting, matching, ordering and counting. They are 
beginning to accurately count objects and match numbers to symbols. Most 
children sequence numbers to five, and some recognise and sequence 
numbers beyond. Using ICT, they recognise narrow and wide, short and tall 
containers. In the stimulating outside environment, children use their 
observation skills well, for example to find and match a pair of socks. In 
discussion, they demonstrate that they fully understand the concept of a “pair”. 

 
149. Reception children achieve good standards and increase their knowledge and 

understanding during oral work. One-to-one correspondence develops very 
well and some children are able to count to twenty and beyond. Most 
understand terms such as bigger, smaller, longer and shorter and explain the 
difference well. In discussion, children know the terms “more-than” and “less-
than” and give precise answers when directed. Children consistently match, 
sort and sequence by colour, shape and size well. They recognise and name 
two-dimensional and some three-dimensional shapes correctly. Scrutiny of 
previous work, demonstrates that children’s understanding of the concept of 
money develops very well and through their shopping play activities. Children 
are becoming very familiar with the value of coins and use them appropriately. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
150. There are no important shortcomings 
 
 
Knowledge and understanding of the world 

 
151. Children’s knowledge and understanding of the world is good with outstanding 

features. 
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Good and outstanding features 
 
152. Nursery children have an outstanding knowledge and understanding of their 

local environment. They know that leaves change colour and fall off the trees 
in autumn and that bees visit flowers and make honey out of the produce. 
They name, explore and select appropriate natural materials to make collage 
pictures. They are developing a good knowledge of road safety rules as they 
explore their local environment. The majority of children study objects around 
them very carefully and develop good observational skills for very fine detail, 
for example, they use the magnifying glass well to study the snails in the 
aquarium. Good observation skills are used in finding spider webs, and 
children explain the difference between conkers and acorns well. All children 
understand that living things should be treated with care and concern, and 
their understanding is enhanced through the use of puppets during role-play 
activities. Their skills and understanding of the use of ICT in the world around 
them develops appropriately. 

 
153. Reception children have a very good knowledge and understanding of 

scientific concepts. They confidently identify parts of a torch and know that the 
most important part is the battery. Children have a good understanding of why 
some objects float and some sink. Children know that they have to get on a 
plane to travel to Majorca and that Australia is a very long way from home. In 
discussion, children develop a very good understanding and respect for other 
cultures through role-play activities such as eating in French or Italian cafés, 
and tasting different food from other countries. Reception children develop a 
very good awareness of the sequence of their day in school, retell past events 
well, and have a good idea of the difference between weekdays and 
weekends. They know that squirrels hide acorns in autumn and dig them up 
when they are hungry in spring. In discussion, children name some healthy 
foods and explain why eating some food could damage their teeth.  

 
154. Reception children are developing very good knowledge and understanding of 

the use of computers. They successfully develop good manipulative skills to 
operate the mouse, click and drag and to request sound or visual effects. From 
a scrutiny of recorded activities and information, visitors play a very important 
part in developing children’s knowledge and understanding of the world around 
them.  

 
Shortcomings 
 
155. There are no important shortcomings 
 
 
Physical development 
 
156. Children’s physical development is good. 
 
Good Features 
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157. In both the Nursery and Reception all children’s fine manipulative skills, 
through using pencils, paintbrushes and small tools such as glue sticks and 
scissors, are developing with increasing confidence. Children handle tools with 
increasing awareness of safety and usage, resulting in the high standard of 
children ‘knowing what is expected of them’. Children make good progress in 
skills such as folding, moulding, pasting, and building for a variety of purposes, 
including manipulative use of the mouse at the computer.   

 
158. Nursery and reception children are developing very good spatial awareness. 

All experiment with change of pace and physical effort in the well secured and 
resourced outside area, promoting continual progress in physical development. 
However, there are some limitations to easy access to the outdoor provision 
for children in the Reception class, which the teachers work hard to, largely, 
successfully overcome. Children are developing an awareness of health and 
safety issues in the out door environment and apply them consistently. Gross-
motor skills are developing very well as they push, pull and peddle wheeled 
vehicles with increasing confidence and ability. They change and share 
vehicles when directed and follow the designated route responding to the 
adult’s signals appropriately.  

 
Shortcomings 
 
159. There are no important shortcomings 
 
 
Creative development 
 
160. Children’s creative development is good. 
 
Good features 
 
161. All children demonstrate good progression and independence in their creative 

work and begin to experiment with a wide range of materials, media and 
textures. Nursery children develop increased confidence, and explore the use 
and mix of colour, to express their ideas. For example, during a hand printing 
session, they know that rubbing the colours red and yellow together creates 
the colour orange. Children work collaboratively and very effectively on group 
collage projects. Their cutting and sticking skills develop very well and 
children’s excellent collage work demonstrates this. All children enjoy and sing 
a variety of songs and Nursery rhymes with great enthusiasm. They 
confidently explore sounds and clapping patterns; they know that thunder is 
very loud and they demonstrate it creatively, using up-turned bowls.   

 
162. All Reception children demonstrate very good progression and independence 

in their creative work. They confidently and consistently explore the use and 
mix of colour to express their ideas, representing accurately what they have 
seen. Children paint confidently using bold brush strokes. Children consistently 
display very good decision-making skills, for example, choosing the number of 
match sticks to represent spines in their clay model of a hedgehog. Children 
make outstanding use of opportunities for role-play. In child-directed activities, 
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they confidently and creatively enact events from their daily lives at the camp-
site, demonstrating outstanding independence and responsibility becoming 
more aware of the world around them. In outdoor activities, children’s 
imaginations are stimulated and are developing very well, through outstanding 
creative play. For example, working cooperatively as a team, children using 
inter-locking bricks, create a magic carpet, that takes them on a world-wide 
journey. This is an outstanding feature and significantly raises children’s 
standard of achievement in creative development. 

 
163. Reception children develop a very good standard in musical performance. 

They have good knowledge of famous composers and musical instruments. In 
a music session, children handle instruments appropriately, increase volume 
effectively and listen to the performance of others with increased 
concentration. They are good at following the conductor’s direction, evaluating 
their own performance with that of others and expressing their feelings 
appropriately.  

 
Shortcomings 
 
164. There are no important shortcomings.  
 
 
Welsh as a second language 
 
Key Stage 1- Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2- Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
165. In both key stages, pupils demonstrate a very good understanding of basic and 

familiar phrases, listen attentively and respond appropriately. Pupils speak with 
intelligible pronunciation and intonation and use an increasing range of 
phrases and sentence patterns fluidly and with accuracy. Pupils initiate 
conversation with visitors, demonstrating confidence in the use of the Welsh 
language; this is an outstanding feature. Pupils’ use of incidental Welsh 
throughout the school is outstanding.  

 
166. Pupils’ oracy skills develop very well. Y1 and Y2 pupils understand and use 

simple words and phrases, responding appropriately with increasing fluency. 
Pupils sing and enjoy a variety of rhymes and songs increasing understanding 
and use of key vocabulary. When listening to learners, Y3 pupils, through 
group dialogue, demonstrate very good use of common greetings, likes and 
dislikes in a range of subjects and discuss weather conditions. Their language 
structure is good and some Y3 pupils are already aware of the need for 
mutations within the Welsh language.  

 
167. Throughout the school pupils read vocabulary, phrases and simple books well 

during lessons. In discussion, Y6 pupils chose articles from a magazine and 
demonstrate good understanding and reasons for their choice. Using scripted 
support in various formats, Y6 pupils ask and answer questions in the context 
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of a recently taught pattern involving sports equipment. Y2 read and use 
support vocabulary well, when building up a monster in group play and Y5 
pupils’ attitude to competitive activity has a positive effect on raising standards 
of achievement in reading when they answer questions about famous 
sportsmen and women, demonstrating increased accuracy. 

 
168. Y4 pupils select appropriate words and phrases when writing a dialogue and 

Y5 pupils describe themselves well in their letter writing to a friend. Pupils 
make the appropriate progress as they move through the key stages.  

 
169. ICT is used appropriately throughout the school to raise the standard of 

achievement and enhance pupils’ understanding of the Welsh language. 
 
170. Pupils’ awareness of the Welsh culture and Cwricwlwm Cymreig is very good. 
 
Shortcomings 
 
171. The writing skills of a small minority of pupils in KS2 are not well developed. 
 
 
Mathematics 
 
Key Stage 1 - Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2 - Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
172. In both key stages, pupils make good progress in all aspects of mathematics. 

They are confident and enjoy their mathematics lessons.  
 
173. In KS1, pupils identify patterns, including odd and even numbers, and count 

accurately in twos, fives and tens. Most pupils add two single digit numbers 
and are familiar with number bonds to at least 10.  

 
174. In Y1, pupils successfully name a selection of two-dimensional and three-

dimensional shapes and discuss their properties using appropriate 
mathematical language, for example, edges, corners and faces.  

 
175. In Y2, pupils estimate, measure and compare lengths of objects inside and 

outside the classroom and confidently discuss suitable units for these 
measurements. They use appropriate mathematical language and some 
children improve their accuracy by referring to quarters and halves of a metre. 

 
176. In KS2, pupils continue to reinforce their work in mathematics with an 

increasing understanding of patterns and relations. They use appropriate 
language and terminology. 

 
177. In Y3, pupils have a good recall of addition bonds to 20 and suggest 

appropriate methods for mental addition of sets of single digit numbers. Most 
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children are developing a good understanding of inverse operation when 
finding missing numbers in addition/subtraction number sentences.  

 
178. Pupils are skilled in their use of tally charts to create bar graphs and frequency 

charts and understand what needs to be considered when carrying out an 
accurate survey.  

 
179. In Y4, pupils demonstrate good mental recall of number facts. They recognize 

and explain patterns and relationships when carrying out a mathematical 
investigation. More able pupils make a generalization based on their findings. 

 
180. In Y5, the majority of pupils have a good mental recall of addition and 

subtraction facts to 100.  Most pupils have a good knowledge of how to read, 
write and order a set of five-digit numbers. Pupils proficiently carry out column 
addition of three digit numbers. 

 
181. In Y6, pupils understand the relationship between metric units and proficiently 

covert these units when solving ‘real-life’ problems. Many pupils find fractions 
of quantities, for example, 7/10 or 0.7 of a kilometre. They have a good 
understanding of place value including decimals, which they use confidently to 
solve mental and written calculations involving the four rules of number.  

 
182. Throughout both key stages pupils, including SEN pupils, make good use of 

classroom display to assist them in their mathematics. 
 
Shortcomings 
 
183. The independent problem-solving skills of a small minority of pupils in KS2 are 

not yet well developed. 
 
 
Science 
 
Key Stage 1 - Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2 - Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Good Features 
 
184. Pupils of all ages and ability make good progress in all aspects of science. 
 
185. Pupils observe, explore and ask questions about living things, materials and 

physical phenomena. They work collaboratively to collect evidence, answer 
questions and develop their scientific ideas. In Y1, for example, pupils have a 
good understanding of classifying and sorting objects by properties such as 
hard or soft, and rough or smooth. In Y4, pupils have good observation and 
measuring skills in comparing forearm lengths. 

 
186. Pupils make good use of scientific vocabulary. Y3 pupils accurately use the 

correct words in their recall of functions of the body and in naming different 
teeth. In Y6, the pupils have very good recall of the parts of a flower and very 
accurately produce and label their own diagrams. They make good use of ICT. 
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The pupils in Y5 and Y6 use a particularly good vocabulary to describe how 
they conduct an investigation. 

 
187. Pupils in Y2 have an outstanding knowledge of animal classifications. They 

use ICT confidently to communicate their findings and answer questions. They 
also have a good knowledge of animal care following a visit from a pet shop 
owner and a pet day. 

 
188. Pupils of all abilities and ages recognise the need for a test or experiment to 

be fairly based. The majority apply logical, strategic methods to develop their 
experiments and investigations. 

 
189. By Y6, pupils make sensible predictions. They use their previous knowledge to 

make sensible hypothesis. They use a good range of methods to effectively 
communicate their findings clearly. 

 
190. Pupils’ use of ICT within science is developing well. 
 
Shortcomings 
 
191. There are no important shortcomings. However, the most able pupils do not 

often decide which scientific skills to use and plan their own investigations 
 
 
  Music 
 
Key Stage 1 - Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2 - Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good Features 
 
192. Pupils in KS1 and KS2 sing enthusiastically and with clear diction. They have a 

good repertoire of songs and hymns in Welsh and English. They understand 
the need for good posture and demonstrate increasingly good breath control. 

 
193. Pupils have a good knowledge of the music of classical European composers, 

Welsh composers and compositions from other cultures. 
 
194. In KS1, pupils use body movements to accompany a piece of music and 

perform short pieces by responding to simple symbolic music notation. They 
re-arrange these symbols to improvise their own composition.  

 
195. Pupils enjoy using both tuned and untuned instruments, and understand that 

they can be played in different ways to produce different qualities of sound. 
They are familiar with appropriate vocabulary and most pupils confidently 
explain terms such as duration, timbre and dynamics.  

 
196. Pupils listen attentively to sounds produced by their peers and play ‘Choose an 

instrument’ in order to identify ‘hidden’ instruments. They discuss how an 
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instrument is being played and its appropriateness to a mood, for example, 
sleepy or happy. 

 
197. Younger KS 2 pupils can identify notes and improvise simple tunes based on 

the pentatonic scale. They learn simple songs quickly and can identify different 
pitches and rhythms within these songs.  

 
198. Throughout KS2, pupils enjoy musical games such as ‘Switch’ and ‘Forbidden 

Rhythm’. They challenge each other to perform increasingly complex clapping 
rhythms. They listen closely to their peers to ensure performances are 
accurate.  

 
199. In Y5 pupils sing a three part round with good intonation. They compose an 

accompaniment for their performance of a song and choose appropriate 
percussion instruments to play. Pupils clap and tap out increasingly complex 
rhythms, keeping a steady beat and can sustain two parts.  

 
200. In Y6 pupils understand that how music can be used to reflect social attitude. 

They understand the importance of repetition and contrast to the structure of a 
song. They compose and perform melody lines to accompany their lyrics of 
protest songs and evaluate and discuss compositions including their own.  

 
201. Pupils further pursue their interest in making music in extra-curricular recorder 

and school choir clubs. These pupils learn to read conventional musical 
notation. A number of pupils receive weekly tuition from peripatetic teachers in 
violin, cornet and guitar 

 
Shortcomings  
 
202. There are no important shortcomings. 
 
 
Religious education 
 
Key Stage 1 - Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2 - Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
203. Pupils’ knowledge of Christianity is good. By Y3, they are familiar with a good 

range of stories from the Bible and of the major Christian festivals. They recall 
the facts well and stories because of the interesting way they are presented to 
them. By Y6, pupils use their knowledge of Christianity and the Bible to 
consider moral implications of anti-social behaviour. 

 
204. Pupils have a good knowledge of parables and stories form the Bible, Qu’ran 

and other religious texts. By Y3, they make good comparisons between the 
different stories and understand the similarities and differences. 
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205. Pupils have a good knowledge of several faiths including Buddhism, Islam, 
Judaism and Hinduism. They record their findings well in charts and graphs as 
well as through narrative accounts and undertake individual research. Y1 
pupils, for example, have a good understanding of the ways Hindus celebrate 
Divali and recount the story of Rama. Y4 pupils have a very good knowledge 
and understanding of the Passover festival and the role of the Sedar plate. 

 
206. Visits to local places of worship and regular visits from clergy lead pupils to a 

good knowledge of the roles and responsibilities within different faiths. Y5 and 
6 pupils effectively explore the role of priests and other church leaders. 

 
207. Pupils effectively develop life skills and spiritual understanding through strong 

links with personal, social, health and citizenship education. They investigate 
the characteristics of friendship and what makes a hero. By Y6 pupils, 
including those with SEN, bring a mature and reflective attitude to these 
discussions in response to good teaching and very good ethos. 

 
208. Pupils use ICT well in their studies in religious education. As well as many 

examples of word processing in their work, they use the Internet for research, 
and use art programs and multi-media facilities to present their ideas. 

 
 
Shortcomings  

 
209. There are no important shortcomings. 
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School's response to the inspection 
 
We are delighted with the findings of the Inspection Team and are particularly 
pleased with the initial statement that says there are outstanding features in the 
quality of learning experiences and standards of care and support for our pupils. 
It is rewarding to know that the Inspection Team largely agrees with our self-
evaluation report and that they recognised that we had been over cautious in grading 
the key questions and they upgraded them accordingly. 
It was particularly pleasing that they recognised the outstanding features in the 
achievement for children under-five in Nursery and Reception.  
 
The Governors are pleased that all the areas of learning that were inspected were 
found to have good features with no important shortcomings or better. This reflects 
the dedicated work of all the staff. 
 
We are pleased that the Team recognised the very good behaviour of the children 
and the very good relationship that they have with the staff. They also recognised the 
very good attitude that the children have towards their work. 
We are delighted with the fact that the personal development of the children, which 
includes their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is recognised as 
having outstanding features. 
 
The Headteacher, Staff and Governors are proud that their vision for the school, as 
well as their sense of purpose and direction, has been acknowledged.  
The Governing Body and the Staff are committed to maintaining the high standard 
already achieved and will continue to monitor and evaluate in order to further the 
success of Southdown Primary School for the benefit of all our pupils. 
 
An action plan will be put in place to address the recommendations in the report. We 
have three recommendations to consider, two of which are already identified in our 
School Self Evaluation Report. 
 
A copy of the school’s Action Plan in response to the inspection recommendations 
will be sent to all parents. The Governors Annual Report to parents will report on the 
progress we are making. 
 
We have found Estyn’s new inspection framework to be a positive and productive 
experience and we are confident that the judgements have been based on firm and 
sound evidence. We would like to thank the inspection team for their professional 
approach throughout the process. 
 
 
 

36 



 

 

Appendix A 
 
 
Basic information about the school 
 
Name of school Southdown Primary School 
School type Community 
Age-range of pupils 3 – 11 
Address of school 
 
 

Linderick Avenue 
Buckley 
Flintshire 

Post-code CH7 2NP 
Telephone number 01244 544473 
 
Headteacher Mr T Hughes 
Date of appointment October 1998 
Chair of governors/ 
Appropriate authority 

Mrs K Moss 

Reporting inspector Mr A. Clark 
Dates of inspection 17 – 20 October 2005 
 

 



 

 

Appendix B 
 

 
School data and indicators 
 
Year group R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Total 
Number of 
pupils 

4
8 

56 56 51 56 59 50 376 

 
Total number of teachers 
 Full-time Part-time Full-time equivalent (fte) 
Number of 
teachers 14 5 16.6 

 
Staffing information  
Pupil: teacher (fte) ratio  25.8 
Average class size 26.8 
Teacher (fte): class ratio 1.03 

 
Percentage attendance for three complete terms prior to inspection 
Term R KS1 KS2 Whole School 

Autumn 2004 93.8  95.6  96.15 95.6 
Spring 2005 92.6      94.4  95.15 94.6 
Summer 
2005 

91.8  94.0 93.4 93.4 

 
Percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals 13 
Number of pupils excluded during 12 months prior to 
inspection 

0 

 

 



 

 

Appendix C 
 

National Curriculum Assessment Results 
End of Key Stage 1: 

 
National Curriculum Assessment KS1 Results 2005 Number of 

pupils in Y2: 
 

58 
                                      Percentage of pupils at each level 
  D W 1 2 3 4 
English:   Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 12 88 0 0 

  National 0 4 13 63 20 0 
Eng: reading Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 13 71 16  

  National 0 3 11 63 23 0 
Eng: writing Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 14 86 0 0 

  National 0 5 14 69 11 0 
Eng: speaking and listening Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 9 89 0 0 

  National 0 4 14 55 26 0 
Mathematics Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 9 89 2 0 

  National 0 2 11 63 24 0 
Science Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 2 98 0 0 

  National 0 2 10 65 23 0 
 
 
Percentage of pupils attaining at least level 2 in mathematics, science and English 
or Welsh (first language) according to teacher assessment 
In the school 82 In Wales 80 
 
D Pupils who have been disapplied from the statutory arrangements 
W Pupils who are working towards level 1 

 



 

National Curriculum Assessment Results 
End of Key Stage 2: 

 
National Curriculum Assessment KS2 Results 2005 Number of 

pupils in Y6 
51 

Percentage of pupils at each level 
   D A F W 1 2 3 4 5 6 
English Teacher assessment School 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

2 
1
4 

4
4 

0 

 (2004) National 1 0 0 0 1 5 1
6 

4
6 

3
0 

0 

Mathematics Teacher assessment School 0 0 0 0 0 6 1
2 

5
4 

2
8 

0 

  National 0 0 0 0 1 3 1
7 

4
6 

3
1 

0 

Science Teacher assessment School 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
6 

6
2 

2
2 

0 

  National 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
1 

5
0 

3
7 

0 

 
Percentage of pupils attaining at least level 4 in mathematics, science, and either 
English or Welsh (first language) 
           by Teacher Assessment                       by Test 
In the school 74 In the school n/a 
In Wales 70 In Wales n/a 
 
D Pupils who are excepted under statutory arrangements from part or all of the 
National Curriculum 
A Pupils who have failed to register a level because of absence 
F Pupils who have failed to register a level for reasons other than absence 
W Pupils who are working towards level 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Appendix D 
 
 
Evidence base of the inspection 
 
Four inspectors spent a total of fourteen inspector days in the school and met as a 
team before the inspection. In addition, a peer assessor spent four days in the school 
and was fully involved in the inspection process. The school nominated the deputy 
headteacher to join the team. 
 
These inspectors visited: 
 

• fifty-eight lessons or part lessons; 
• all classes; 
• acts of collective worship; and 
• extra curricular activities. 

 
Members of the inspection team had meetings with: 
 

• staff, governors and parents before the inspection began; and 
• senior managers, teachers, support and administrative staff and groups of 

pupils during the inspection. 
 
The team also considered: 
 

• the school’s self-evaluation report; 
• one hundred and forty-six responses to the parents’ questionnaire; 
• comprehensive documentation provided by the school before and during the 

inspection; and 
• a wide range of pupils’ past and present work. 

 
The inspection team held post inspection meetings with the staff and governors. 
 

 



 

 

Appendix E 
 
 
Composition and responsibilities of the inspection team 
 
Team member Responsibilities 
Mr Andrew Clark 
 
Registered Inspector 

Key Questions  1,2,5,6 
Science 
Religious education 

Mrs Charlotte Roberson 
Lay Inspector 

Key Question 4 
Contributing to all key questions 

Mrs Julie Jones 
 
Team Inspector 

Key Question 3 
Early Years 
Welsh as a second language 

Mrs Gaynor Murphy 
 
Team Inspector 

Key Question 7 
Mathematics 
Music 

Mr Dafydd Ifans 
Peer Assessor 

 
Contributing to all Key Questions 

Mr Andrew Wilkie 
Nominee 

 
Contributing to all Key Questions 
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 Report by Mr A Clark. 
Southdown Primary, October 2005  

 
Basic information about the school 
 
Name of school Southdown Primary School 
School type Community 
Age-range of pupils 3 – 11 
Address of school 
 
 

Linderick Avenue 
Buckley 
Flintshire 

Post-code CH7 2NP 
Telephone number 01244 544473 
 
Headteacher Mr T Hughes 
Date of appointment October 1998 
Chair of governors/ 
Appropriate authority 

Mrs K Moss 

Reporting inspector Mr A. Clark 
Dates of inspection 17 – 20 October 2005 
 
 
Southdown Primary School was inspected as part of a national programme of 
school inspection. The purpose is to identify good features and shortcomings in 
schools in order that they may improve the quality of education offered and raise 
the standards achieved by their pupils. The inspection of all schools within a six-
year cycle is also designed to give parents more information about their child’s 
school. A copy of this summary is sent to every family with a child at the school. 
The full report can be obtained from the school.  
 
The inspection of Southdown Primary School took place between 17th – 20th 
October 2005. An independent team of inspectors, led by Mr A Clark, undertook 
the inspection. Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, the National 
Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection. 
 
The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality 
of education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management 
and the contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. This summary report may be reproduced for non-
commercial educational purposes but only as a whole and provided it is 
reproduced verbatim without adaptation and the source and date thereof are 
stated. 
 
The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as 
follows: 
 
 Grade 1 good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings 
 Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings 
 Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
 Grade 5 many important shortcomings 
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There are three types of inspection. 
 
For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions. 
 
For short inspections, there are no subject sections. 
 
For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects. 
 
For full inspections, there are also reports in all subjects. 
 
Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the basis of 
past performance. Most schools receive a standard inspection and any new or 
amalgamated schools receive a full inspection. 
 
This school received a standard inspection. 
 
Year groups and key stages 
 
Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of 
compulsory schooling to 18 years age. This system emphasises the importance of 
continuity and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and 
LEAs. 
 
The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who 
attain the age of 5 during the academic year. Year 1 refers to the year group of pupils 
who attain the age of 6 during the academic year and so on. Year 13 is the year 
group of students who attain the age of 18 during the academic year. 
 
Primary phase: 
 

Year R Y 1 Y 2 Y 3 Y 4 Y 5 Y 6 
Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11 

 
Secondary phase: 
 

Year Y 7 Y 8 Y 9 Y 10 Y 11 Y 12 Y 13 
Ages 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 

 
The national curriculum covers four key stages as follows: 
 

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2 
Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6 
Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9 
Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11 
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Summary  
 
1. Southdown Primary is a good school with many outstanding features. There 

are outstanding features in the standards achieved, of the quality of teaching 
and learning experiences and leadership and management. The school gives 
good value for money. The inspection team identified more outstanding 
features that the school did in its own self-evaluation.  

  
Table of grades awarded 
 
 
Key question 
 

Inspection 
grade 

1 How well do learners achieve? 1 
2 How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 1 
3 How well do the learning experiences meet the needs 

and interests of learners and the wider community? 1 

4 How well are learners cared for, guided and 
supported? 1 

5 How effective are leadership and strategic   
management? 1 

6  How well do leaders and managers evaluate and 
improve quality and standards? 1 

7  How efficient are leaders and managers in using 
resources? 2 

 
 
Standards of achievement 
 
The standards of achievement seen in lessons were as follows: 
 
 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
Pupils’ 
standards of 
achievement 

 
33% 

 
62% 

 
5% 

 
0% 

 
0% 

 
2. Pupils’ standards of achievement in lessons are above the Welsh Assembly 

Government’s (WAG) targets, which are for 95 per cent of pupils to attain 
grade 3 and above, and of those, 50 per cent to achieve grade 2. 

 
3. The overall quality of the educational provision for children aged under-five is 

appropriate to their needs and they make good progress towards the 
Desirable Outcomes for Children’s Learning. There are outstanding features 
to the children’s achievement in many areas. 
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Subjects and Areas of Learning in the Early Years 
 
The standards seen in the areas of learning in the early years are as follows: 
 
Language, literacy and communication 1 
Personal and social development 1 
Mathematical development 1 
Knowledge and understanding of the world 1 
Creative development 2 
Physical development 2 
 
The standards seen in the other subjects inspected were as follows: 
 
Subject           Key Stage 1          Key Stage 2 
Welsh as a second language 2 2 
Mathematics 2 2 
Science 2 2 
Music 2 2 
Religious education 2 2 
 
4. The school sets challenging targets for pupils’ achievement based on a good 

range of reliable and nationally accepted assessments. In 2005, the majority of 
Y2 and Y6 pupils met the challenging targets set for them, and significant 
proportion of pupils exceeded these.  

 
5. The trend of improvement in standards achieved is good. In NC assessment 

since the last inspection the results at KS1 has been above the median in most 
years for the core subject indicator (CSI - the combined scores for English, 
mathematics and science). In 2005, it was 82 to national average of 80. The 
results indicate good attainment for more able pupils in mathematics and 
science. However, the school is too rigorous and over cautious in assessing 
high attainment in writing as no pupils were identified as achieving higher than 
average levels. This was not reflected in work seen during the inspection. 
Overall, results have been above national averages and those for similar 
schools for reading, writing and mathematics since the last inspection. 

 
6. In KS2 the CSI was 74 compared to a national average of 70. More able pupils 

achieve well. This is particularly evident in the high proportion of pupils who 
attained higher levels in English in 2005. The results at KS2 have regularly 
been in the upper quartile compared with the local education authority average 
and compare well with similar schools.  

 
7. The pupils’ achievement in key skills is good with outstanding features. Pupils’ 

speaking and listening skills are outstanding both in English and Welsh. Pupils’ 
reading skills develop very well in all subjects. They make good use of 
reference skills in research and investigation in science, for example. Writing 
and numeracy skills are good throughout the curriculum. Pupils’ personal and 
social skills are also outstanding with pupils working collaboratively on a wide 
range of activities. Pupils’ problem solving and information technology (IT) 
skills are good throughout the school. Standards in bilingualism are 
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outstanding and pupils’ levels of achievement are enhanced through Welsh 
vocabulary being placed in strategic places around the school. There has been 
a very good improvement to key skills since the last inspection. 

8. Both boys and girls achieve well during their time in school. Pupils with SEN 
make good progress towards the appropriate targets set for them. The very 
inclusive nature of the school means pupils progress well regardless of their 
social, ethnic or linguistic backgrounds. 

 
9. The pupils’ behaviour is very good. Pupils are very attentive to the teachers 

because of the calm and positive management of behaviour and very good 
relationships. The pupils’ attitudes to their work are very good. They take a 
pride in their work and aim high. Pupils understand their work well but are not 
always sure about the best ways to improve it.  

 
10. Rates of attendance are consistently good and slightly better than found in 

most Welsh primary schools.  
 
11. The pupils’ personal development, including their spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development, is good with outstanding features. Their manners are 
excellent. Pupils are very polite and friendly and listen very well to each other 
and to their teachers. They understand fully what is right and what is wrong as 
well as what is fair and what is not. They try hard to do their best. From a 
young age they are encouraged to work in pairs or small groups and their 
skills for independent learning progress very well also.   

 
The quality of education and training 
 
In the 58 lessons observed, the quality of teaching was judged as follows: 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
36% 57% 7% 0% 0% 

 
12. The overall quality of teaching exceeds the WAG’s targets. The teaching has 

a very significant impact on the pupil’s achievements and positive attitudes.  
 
13. The quality of teaching is good with outstanding features for children under-

five in the Nursery and Reception classes. The classrooms are well prepared 
with a wide range of stimulating activities to encourage progress in all areas of 
learning. There is a very good focus on basic skills and teachers’ questioning 
skills are often exemplary. 

 
14. Teaching is often imaginative and stimulating. In the best lessons, learning is 

fun and challenging because teachers question pupils very effectively, and 
use visual aids and other resources well. 

 
15. Very good teamwork ensures that lessons are planned well and teachers 

have high expectations. Relationships are very good reflecting the ethos 
established by the headteacher, senior staff and governors. The teachers’ 
subject knowledge is good and effective use is made of ICT. 
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16. Pupils with SEN are taught well. Their individual education plans (IEPs) 

provide clear targets and teaching strategies and these are used well by staff. 
Teaching assistants make a very good contribution to learning through their 
good knowledge of the pupils and high levels of skill. 

 
17. Teachers make good use of a wide range of effective assessment procedures 

to set targets for pupils and to plan work to meet their needs. Work is regularly 
marked, although the pupils’ involvement in planning for their own progress is 
not yet fully developed. 

 
18. Learning experiences are good with outstanding features. The school 

provides a broad and balanced curriculum which motivates and engages 
pupils of all abilities. There is an outstanding range of extra-curricular activities 
and many enriching visits and visitors available to all pupils. 

 
19. There is a clear policy for the integration of Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig and the 

promotion of bilingual skills. Pupils’ use of bilingual skills throughout the 
school is outstanding. Pupils’ ability to understand, translate and initiate 
conversation through the medium of Welsh is very good. Y Cwricwlwm 
Cymreig is successfully promoted and embedded across the curriculum and 
good opportunities are created for pupils to learn about their Welsh heritage 
and culture. 

 
20. Care arrangements are good with outstanding features. The school is a close 

community, despite its size, and is very welcoming to visitors. Many members 
of staff including the headteacher have worked there for many years and 
know pupils and their families very well. Parents appreciate the school’s 
successes and see it as a very caring school with friendly staff and one which 
looks after children fairly. Staff work hard to make sure every pupil feels 
included and valued, and this aspect of provision is outstanding. 

 
21. The school is robust in addressing racial issues, which are rare and in 

ensuring high standards of behaviour. The inclusive nature of the school is 
promoted through very good induction procedures and there are strong links 
with other local schools. 

 
22. The partnership with parents and the community is good with outstanding 

features. The headteacher and staff are very well respected members of the 
community and know many families very well. Parents are kept very well 
informed and many show their support for the school and get involved on a 
regular basis.  

 
23. The school ensures that all pupils, whatever their ability, background or 

gender, have equal access and opportunity to participate in all school 
activities. 
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Leadership and management  
 
24. Leadership and management are good with outstanding features. The 

headteacher, senior staff and governors establish a very good vision for the 
school which is understood and shared by all, ensuring a sense of purpose 
and direction. There is a very good ethos for learning and the aims of the 
school are met well.  

25. The self-evaluation process is thorough and well established. It ensures good 
standards and continuous improvement. The school has good systems to 
gather the views of staff, parents, governors and pupils and incorporate those 
into the process. The school development plan (SDP) is a clear and generally 
concise document. Priorities for development are appropriate. The school uses 
a wide range of methods to observe the quality of provision. However, it is not 
always sharply focused on identifying the qualities of the best teaching and 
ensuring those skills are shared. 

 
26. The governing body is good with outstanding features. The governing body is 

very committed to the school and makes a good contribution to learning and 
the school’s very good ethos. The governors successfully fulfil their statutory 
requirements. 

 
27. The school makes good use of its resources for learning. It is well maintained 

and very good displays of pupils’ work significantly enrich the pupils’ learning. 
The quality of accommodation has improved significantly since the last 
inspection. However, there are still some classrooms which have to be used as 
thoroughfares, and the Reception class has some restrictions on the children’s 
access to outdoor play. 

 
28. There are sufficient well-qualified teachers and support staff to meet the pupils’ 

needs. The professional development of staff is outstanding and makes a 
significant contribution to the quality of teaching and learning. All staff are 
valued and respected. The school runs smoothly and financial management is 
good.  
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Recommendations 
 
The school should maintain the good and outstanding features present and: 
 
R1 Improve pupils’ involvement in setting targets, assessing and improving their 

own work.* 
 
R2 Further improve monitoring and evaluation procedures to identify and share 

the best practice. 
 
R3 Continue to take every step to improve the accommodation to allow more 

access to outdoor resources for Reception and reduce the use of some 
classrooms as thoroughfares.*  

 
 
*The school has already identified these recommendations in its school development 
planning. 
 
 
 
 
The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan to 
incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of 
receiving the report, showing what the school is going to do about the 
recommendations. This plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at 
the school. 
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