
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inspection under Section 10 of the  

Schools Inspections Act 1996 
 
 

Cwrt Rawlin Primary School  
Cae Meillion 
Caerphilly 
CF83 1SN  

 
 

School Number: 676/2376 
 
 

Date of Inspection: 23rd- 26th May 2005 
 
 

by 
 

Mr. David Thorley 
W117/12188 

 
 

Date: 14 July 2005 
 
 

Under Estyn contract number:T/261/04P 
 
 
 
 

© Crown Copyright 2005 
 
This Report may be reproduced in whole or in part for non-commercial educational
purposes, provided that all extracts quoted are reproduced verbatim without
adaptation and the source and date thereof are stated. 
 
Copies of this report are available from the school. Under the School Inspections Act
1996, the school must provide copies of the report free of charge to certain categories
of people.  A charge not exceeding the cost of reproduction may be made to others
requesting a copy of the report. 



Report by Mr D Thorley 
Cwrt Rawlin Primary School – May, 2005 

 
Cwrt Rawlin was inspected as part of a national programme of school inspection.  
The purpose is to identify good features and shortcomings in schools in order that 
they may improve the quality of education offered and raise the standards 
achieved by their pupils.  The inspection of all schools within a six-year cycle is 
also designed to give parents more information about their child’s school.  A copy 
of this summary is sent to every family with a child at the school.  The full report 
can be obtained from the school.  
 
The inspection of Cwrt Rawlin took place between 23rd and 26th May 2005.  An 
independent team of inspectors, led by Mr. David Thorley undertook the 
inspection.  Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, the National 
Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection. 
 
The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality 
of education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management 
and the contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development.  This summary report may be reproduced for non-
commercial educational purposes but only as a whole and provided it is 
reproduced verbatim without adaptation and the source and date thereof are 
stated. 
 
The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as 
follows: 
 
 Grade 1 good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings 
 Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings 
 Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
 Grade 5 many important shortcomings 
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Year groups and key stages 
 
Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of 
compulsory schooling to 18 years age.  This system emphasises the importance of 
continuity and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and 
LEAs. 
 
The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who 
attain the age of 5 during the academic year.  Year 1 refers to the year group of 
pupils who attain the age of 6 during the academic year and so on.  Year 13 is the 
year group of students who attain the age of 18 during the academic year. 
 
Primary phase: 
 

Year R Y 1 Y 2 Y 3 Y 4 Y 5 Y 6 
Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11 

 
Secondary phase: 
 

Year Y 7 Y 8 Y 9 Y 10 Y 11 Y 12 Y 13 
Ages 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 

 
The national curriculum covers four key stages as follows: 
 

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2 
Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6 
Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9 
Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11 

 
The GB is responsible for amending its current development plan to incorporate 
action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of receiving the 
report, showing what the school is going to do about the recommendations. This 
plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at the school. 
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LIST OF ACRONYMS USED IN THE REPORT 

 
 
SEN – Special Educational Needs 

 
   IT – Information technology 
 

GB – Governing Body 
    
WAG – Welsh Assembly Government 
 
KS – Key Stage 
 
ICT – Information and Communications Technology 
 
NC – National Curriculum 
 
CSI – Core Subject Indicator 

 
RE – Religious education 
 
PSE – Personal and Social Education 
 
CoP – Code of Practice 
 
IEP – Individual Education Plan 
 
LEA – Local Education Authority 
 
SDP – School Development Plan 

 
NAW – National Assembly for Wales 
 
BBC – British Broadcasting Corporation 

 
Y – Year 
 
DT – Design technology 
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Context 
 
 
The nature of the provider 
 
1. Cwrt Rawlin Primary School, with 272 pupils aged 3 to 11 years of age, is 

situated near the town of Caerphilly. Most pupils live in the immediate locality. 
The school reports that the area from which most are drawn is economically 
advantaged; 0% are entitled to free school meals which is substantially lower than 
the all-Wales average of 19%. Around 10% of pupils are identified as receiving 
SEN support, including four with statements. The spoken language at home of 
almost all pupils is English; 5% of pupils come from ethnic minority backgrounds. 
The school opened in September 2001. The modern building has a multi-purpose 
hall, community room, IT suite, library and ten classrooms. Externally there are 
separate play areas for nursery, infant and junior pupils. Admissions into the 
school are controlled by Caerphilly LEA. 

 
2. The new school was built to serve the needs of a new community in Castle View. 

A GB was formed in 2000 to appoint all staff and initiate the strategic planning for 
the school. All aspects of teaching and assessment, curriculum planning, support, 
care and guidance, partnerships, leadership and management, evaluation, and 
resource development have had to be established in a short timescale. Pupils 
who entered the new school at its opening joined from around 21 different 
schools.  

 
The school’s priorities and targets 
 
3. The mission statement for the school states that the school aims:  
 

• To establish a centre of excellence where high standards and quality 
permeates throughout and where there is a commitment to the full 
development of every child. 

 
4. The school’s main priorities for 2004-2005 include to: 
 

• review the science provision; 
• raise standards in mathematics; 
• provide high quality learning experiences through the teaching of 

history; 
• introduce the Forest Schools Initiative into the early foundation phase; 
• improve the writing opportunities through the medium of Welsh; 
• evaluate the effectiveness of learning support provision; 
• develop an inclusive school; 
• continue to develop Healthy Schools initiatives; 
• introduce the Remodelling Workforce Agreement; 
• further develop library resources; 
• further develop the work of the School Council. 

 
5. This is the first inspection of the school. 

 1
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Summary  
 
6. Crwt Rawlin is a very good school with many outstanding features, particularly in 

relation to the high percentage of good and very good teaching made available to 
pupils and the good and very good standards achieved. Pupils’ attitudes to 
learning, the interest they show in their work and their ability to sustain 
concentration are outstanding features. Overall, very good behaviour, positive 
attitudes and relationships are evident throughout the school. Clear direction, 
effective strategic management and a commitment to improving standards that 
builds upon a very good provision for early years children are further outstanding 
features of the school. Pupils are offered a wide range of learning experiences 
and their key skills are very good. The care, support and guidance of all pupils 
are also very good and available resources are used wellto raise standards. 

 
Table of grades awarded 
 
7. The inspection team judged the school’s work as follows: 
 
 
Key question 
 

Inspection 
grade 

1 How well do learners achieve? 1 

2 How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 1 

3 How well do the learning experiences meet the needs 
and interests of learners and the wider community? 1 

4 How well are learners cared for, guided and 
supported? 1 

5 How effective are leadership and strategic 
management? 

1 

6 How well do leaders and managers evaluate and 
improve quality and standards? 3 

7 How efficient are leaders and managers in using 
resources? 1 

 
Standards 
 
8. Overall, pupils’ standards of achievement in the areas of learning and subjects 

inspected are as follows: 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Pupils’ standards of 
achievement in the 
subjects inspected 

64% 31% 5% 0% 0% 

 
9. Pupils’ standards of achievement in lessons are well above the WAG 2004 all-

Wales targets for at least 95% of standards to be Grade 3 or above and for 50% 
to be Grade 2 or above. This is an outstanding feature of the school. 

 
10. The overall quality of the educational provision for the under-fives is appropriate 

to their needs and the children are making very good progress towards the 

2 
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Desirable Outcomes for Children’s Learning. Baseline assessments indicate that 
attainment on entry is above average for many children. The standards of 
achievement of the children underfive are as follows: 

 

Area of Learning Inspection Grade 

Language, literacy and communication Grade 1 

Personal and social education Grade 1 

Mathematical development Grade 1 

Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 1 

Creative development Grade 1 

Physical development  Grade 1 

 
11. In KS1 and KS2 the standards of achievement are as follows: 

 

Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

English Grade 1 Grade 1 

Mathematics Grade 1 Grade 1 

Science Grade 1 Grade 1 

Welsh second language Grade 3 Grade 3 

Design technology Grade 2 Grade 1 

Information technology Grade 2 Grade 1 

History Grade 1 Grade 2 

Geography Grade 1 Grade 2 

Art Grade 1 Grade 1 

Music Grade 1 Grade 1 

Physical education Grade 2 Grade 3 

Religious education Grade 1 Grade 1 

12. Pupils with SEN make very good progress and achieve the targets set for them. 
 
13. Pupils’ standards and progress in the key skills of speaking, listening, reading, 

writing, numeracy and ICT are very good. This is an outstanding feature of the 
school. Pupils make very good use of these key skills in all subjects. Pupils’ 
bilingual competence is underdeveloped. 

 

3 
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14. Pupils succeed equally well regardless of their social, ethnic or linguistic 

background. 
  

15. At the end of KS1, as an average of the last three years’ national assessments, 
pupils’ attainment in the NC core subjects of English, mathematics and science 
are above national averages. However, results are below the average in all core 
subjects when compared with similar schools across Wales. Boys outperform 
girls and their resultsare well above national averages in all NC core subjects; 
girls’ results are above national averages in mathematics and science, and are 
below in English. 

  
16. At the end of KS2, as an average of the last three years’ national assessments, 

pupils’ attainments in the NC core subjects were above the national average in 
English, science and the CSI, and just below in mathematics. Results are, 
however, below the average in all the core subjects when compared with similar 
schools across Wales. Girls outperform boys in English, mathematics and CSI 
and are equal to boys in science. Girls’ results are above the national average in 
English and the CSI, well above in science and below in mathematics. Boys’ 
results are above the national average in English, well above in science and the 
CSI and equal in mathematics. 

 
17. Most pupils are eager to learn, respond enthusiastically to questions and apply 

their knowledge, understanding and skills effectively to new situations. This 
enthusiasm combines with a clear understanding by most pupils of what they are 
doing, how well they are progressing and what they need to do in order to further 
improve. Very good progress is achieved and pupils are well-placed to move on 
to the next stage of their learning. This is an outstanding feature of the school. 

  
18. Overall, pupils are well behaved in and around the school. Good behaviour and 

positive attitudes and relationships are particularly evident during breaktimes and 
lunchtimes. The staff have good relationships with pupils. Pupils are friendly and 
courteous. This responsible attitude has a positive effect on the progress they 
make in most lessons.  

 
19. The average rate of attendance for the three terms prior to the inspection was 

94%. Absences are caused mainly by sickness. However, despite the school’s 
best efforts the overall rate is affected by an increasing number of family holidays 
in term time. Almost all the pupils arrive on time at the start of the day.  

 
20. Pupils work well independently and with others and make very good progress in 

their personal, social, moral and wider development. They show concern for 
others, take responsibility for their actions and show honesty and fairness. These 
are outstanding features of the school. 

 
21. Pupils have a very good understanding of equal opportunity issues; these 

concepts are embedded in the culture of the school.  
 
22. Pupils develop a strong sense of citizenship within the school community and 

extend this through taking part in community events. Pupils take an active part in 
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the life and work of the school; they are consulted about many aspects and are 
involved in making decisions.  

 
23. Pupils’ awareness of the global community is enhanced through their support of 

charities. 
 
The quality of education and training 
 
24. In the lessons observed, the quality of teaching was judged as follows: 
 
Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
45% 39% 13% 3% - 
 
25. The quality of teaching in lessons is above the WAG 2003 all-Wales targets for at 

least 90% of standards to be Grade 3 or above and is well above the target for 
50% to be Grade 2 or above. This is an outstanding feature of the school. 

 
26. Most lessons present high levels of challenge and motivation for pupils, tasks are 

appropriately matched to pupils’ abilities and understanding, and a wide range of 
strategies are used effectively to support learning. In most lessons, teachers 
ensure that all pupils contribute to learning and appropriate time is provided for 
the completion of tasks. 

 
27. Teachers exercise authority calmly and fairly, and stress the importance of self-

discipline. In most lessons, this is effective. The majority of lessons have a good 
pace, engage and maintain pupils’ interests, and provide frequent opportunities 
for independent work. Overall, teachers are very effective in supporting and 
managing pupils. 

 
28. Most teachers in KS1 and KS2 have a very good understanding of the NC, the 

RE syllabus and the PSE framework. Teachers in early years have a very good 
understanding of the Desirable Outcomes for Children’s Learning. Most teaching 
is planned and delivered well. A wide range of teaching strategies is used when 
explaining new work to pupils, and skilful questioning is employed to ensure their 
understanding. Teachers are very effective in providing demanding work to meet 
the needs of the many able pupils in the school. 

 
29. All lessons have clear objectives set by teachers and these are communicated 

well to pupils. Most lessons are introduced clearly and concisely. Teachers’ 
questioning of pupils is detailed and probes effectively their understanding. 
Plenary sessions within lessons ensure that pupils understand lesson objectives 
and offer opportunities for them to judge the success of their work. 

  
30. Most teachers use appropriate resources, and some teachers are particularly 

skilful in their use of adapted resources to support those pupils with SEN. Overall, 
the deployment of support teachers and other adults to work with individual and 
small groups of pupils with SEN is effective. The support given to a minority of 
distracted pupils in some lessons is less effective. 

  

5 
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31. Orderly classroom routine in most lessons provides a structure for pupils to learn 

effectively. Homework is valued and integrated into the learning experiences of 
pupils. 

  
32. In a small minority of lessons, teaching is less effective. The lack of opportunity 

for independent work by pupils, together with ineffective management of some 
pupils and insecure subject knowledge, are the main shortcomings. 

  
33. All teachers promote equal opportunities effectively. They also address well 

issues of gender, race and disability. Teachers provide few opportunities for 
pupils to work bilingually and do not make use of pupils’ knowledge and skills in 
both languages to enhance them further. 

  
34. In most lessons, the learning of pupils of all abilities is monitored and reviewed 

well. 
 
35. Teachers regularly and accurately use a range of assessment criteria to evaluate 

learners’ achievements and progress. This is more effective in NC core subjects 
than it is in foundation subjects. The collation and analysis of assessment findings 
is thorough and useful. Teachers and pupils understand the assessment 
procedures. Portfolios and samples of work are being developed to support 
teachers in the assessment of standards achieved. Annual reports are clear, 
systematic, consistent and useful; agreed targets guide pupils toward aspects of 
learning required to improve their skills and understanding. 

 
36. Assessment procedures do not meet recommended requirements for best 

practice in respect of NC foundation subjects. Baseline assessment in early years 
provides a useful starting point against which to measure pupils’ progress. The 
arrangements for assessing and recording the achievement for pupils with SEN 
are very good and have full regard for the CoP. Findings are used effectively to 
record achievements and identify development targets. 

 
37. Pupils’ work is marked regularly and accurately, and includes guidance toward 

promoting improvement in learning. In many lessons, the quality of feedback to 
pupils is detailed and focuses upon the individual’s needs within the context of the 
lesson’s objectives. In the best examples of feedback, pupils are encouraged to 
assess their own performance and strive for improvement. Many pupils 
understand what they need to do to improve their work and make good progress. 

 
38. National assessments are reported to parents at the end of both key stages. 

Annual reports are mainly based on textual descriptions of pupils’ achievements; 
these are supported by agreed targets for development. Two parents’ evenings 
are scheduled annually to allow discussion of matters relevant to learning and 
progress; these are attended well. 

 
39. The overall quality and range of learning experiences made available to pupils is 

outstanding and are equally accessible to all. 
 
40. The curriculum is broad and relevant, complies with legal requirements and 

meets the needs of all pupils. Clear policy documents and good schemes of work 
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for each subject help ensure continuity and progression. Short term planning is 
very well focussed and includes clear aims for teaching sessions. 

 
41. Standards and pupils’ experiences are enhanced by the provision of extra-

curricular activities, both sporting and cultural. The range of opportunities to 
develop competency in the performing arts is an outstanding feature of the 
school. 

 
42. The school has strong links with the local church and provision for spiritual 

development is good. Provision for moral development is very good. Pupils have 
a clear sense of what is right and wrong and interact courteously and confidently 
with peers and adults. This is promoted well by a positive ethos with emphasis on 
strong values. Provision for social development is very good. Opportunities to 
work collaboratively are provided regularly across all subject areas. Provision for 
cultural development is very good. Pupils are introduced to a broad range of 
activities in most subjects and they develop an appreciation of their own and 
other cultures. 

 
43. The school has very good links with the community and other educational 

establishments that do much to enhance the personal development of all pupils. 
 
44. The Curriculum Cymreig is  promoted well across a range of curricular areas. 

Opportunities are also provided for pupils to learn about Welsh heritage and 
culture through a broad spectrum of interesting school visits and visitors.  

 
45. There are effective policies and procedures in place to promote equal access and 

opportunity for all. Pupils show great respect for each other in their work and 
play.    

 
46. Pupils develop a sound understanding of sustainable development. Opportunities 

for pupils to develop the skills required to support economic development is good. 
The school gives good attention to national priorities for lifelong learning and 
community regeneration. 

 
47. The standard of care, guidance and support for pupils is outstanding. Pupils are 

always given the opportunity to express their opinions and feelings and feel 
secure as learners. The school is committed to providing very high standards of 
personal and social education. The youngest children in the early years settle in 
well and are happy and secure in their work and play. There are good links with 
the local secondary schools. There are effective policies and procedures to 
support good attendance, punctuality and behaviour. The school has a range of 
policies and strategies in place to ensure the health and safety of pupils.  

 
48. The quality of provision for pupils with SEN is good. Pupils with SEN are identified 

at an early stage and assessment of their needs is thorough and reviewed 
regularly. The IEPs identify realistic achievable steps for individual pupils. Parents 
are involved at all stages of the identification process and are encouraged to take 
an active role in meetings about their children’s progress and achievements. The 
school works in collaboration with LEA initiatives to support pupils with SEN and 
values the provision and expertise made available through outside agencies. 
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Additional resources are directed toward SEN provision and reflect the positive 
and constructive attitude by all within the school to those with learning difficulties.  

 
49. Deployment of support staff to assist the very small number of pupils whose 

behaviour impedes their own progress and that of other pupils is less effective. 
 
50. Pupils develop an awareness of equal opportunity issues through learning about 

the diversity of beliefs and social and cultural traditions in the wider society. This 
is an outstanding feature of the school. The school is very effective in ensuring 
equality of opportunity for its pupils. The school has well-planned and 
documented procedures for dealing with race equality and disability 
discrimination. 

 
Leadership and management  
 
51. The quality of leadership shown by the head teacher, deputy head teacher and 

senior staff is very good. There is a clear sense of purpose and direction that sets 
high expectations and promotes and sustains improvements. This is an 
outstanding feature of the school. Shared values and clear aims, which promote 
equality of opportunity for all, are focused on pupils’ needs and are understood 
and implemented by staff and governors. 

  
52. The school, in conjunction with the LEA, agrees targets for end-of-key-stage 

national assessments. These accurately estimate pupils’ anticipated 
performance. Individual pupil targets are developed in collaboration with parents. 
The impact of target setting in raising standards is more effective in NC core 
subjects than in foundation subjects. 

 
53. Appraisal arrangements for monitoring the performance of teachers and 

identifying development targets meet statutory requirements and are linked to the 
SDP. This process of professional development continues to improve standards 
and the quality of teaching. 

  
54. The GB carries out its responsibilities effectively in terms of strategic planning 

and to maintain and enhance the quality of education. This is an outstanding 
feature of the school. Governors are well-informed about the standards achieved 
and progress made by pupils. The GB complies fully with regulatory and legal 
requirements. 

 
55. The head and curriculum co-ordinators are well-informed about performance in 

NC core subjects. Developing high standards in these subjects has been the 
priority of leaders and managers in the short period of time since the school 
opened. Co-ordinators of foundation subjects are less well informed about pupil 
performance. 

 
56. The self-evaluation process is at an early stage of development within the 

strategic planning for the school. Leaders are clear about using quality assurance 
procedures and measurable data to plan for improvement. 
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57. A culture of self-evaluation is developing, incorporating all involved in the school 

to ensure effective planning for improvement. 
 
58. Clear priorities have been identified within the SDP. These are not, however, 

linked into the cycle of self-evaluation and school development. 
 
59. The school uses its resources effectively in addressing its identified priorities 

within a realistic timescale.  
 
60. Quantifiable targets have been set to enable leaders to undertake effectively 

evaluation of improvement in standards in NC core subjects. However, the use of 
quantifiable success criteria is underdeveloped and limits the ability to show that 
actions taken have resulted in measurable improvements. 

 
61. Pupils are well-supported by an effective team of experienced and qualified 

teachers. Overall, teachers have the knowledge and expertise to teach all 
aspects of the school curriculum. They work well together and show a strong 
commitment to the development of the school. Support staff are suitably qualified 
and are, overall, deployed effectively. Support staff also provide appropriate help 
for pupils with SEN; however, training needs are not developed. Support 
provision for children in reception classes is under-resourced.  

 
62. A full-time and a part-time administrative assistant ensure that the day-to-day 

running of the school is effective. 
 
63. The quality and quantity of resources are very good for the under fives and for all 

NC subjects. There is adequate accommodation for the number of pupils 
currently on roll. The school building has an appropriate security system. 
Attractive displays of pupils’ work celebrate their achievements, enhance the 
school’s interior and provide a stimulating learning environment. The school is 
cleaned and maintained to a high standard. 

 
64. Performance management systems are in place and are effective in identifying 

continuous professional development needs. 
 
65. The resource implications for development are identified within the SDP.  The 

process of self-evaluation is not yet linked into the identified priorities and 
resource implications of the SDP. 

 
66. The GB undertakes its role of managing of resources effectively. The substantial 

budget surplus is earmarked for the provision of an additional classroom and 
community room.  

 
67. Overall, the school achieves very good value for money. 
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Recommendations 
 
 
In order to improve the school in the areas inspected, the staff and GB need to: 
 
R1 address the shortcomings set out within the key questions and subjects; 
 
R2 raise standards in Welsh second language and extend opportunities to 

enhance the bilingual competence of pupils; 
 
R3 further develop assessment in foundation subjects to meet recommended 

best practice requirements; 
 
R4 further develop the role of managers in the self-evaluation process and the 

use of quantifiable success criteria in the SDP. 
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Standards 
 
Key question 1:   How well do learners achieve? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 

 
68. The findings of the inspection team differ from the school’s self-evaluation in that 

the school judged this key question as Grade 2. 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Pupils’ standards of 
achievement in the 
subjects inspected 

64% 31% 5% 0% 0% 

 
69. Pupils’ standards of achievement in lessons are well above the WAG 2004 all-

Wales targets for at least 95% of standards to be Grade 3 or above and for 50% 
to be Grade 2 or above. This is an outstanding feature of the school. 

 
70. The overall quality of the educational provision for the under-fives is appropriate 

to their needs and the children are making very good progress towards the 
Desirable Outcomes for Children’s Learning. Baseline assessments indicate that 
attainment on entry is above average for many children. The standards of 
achievement of the children underfive are as follows: 

 

 

Area of Learning Inspection Grade 

Language, literacy and communication Grade 1 

Personal and social education Grade 1 

Mathematical development Grade 1 

Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 1 

Creative development Grade 1 

Physical development  Grade 1 
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71. In KS1 and KS2 the standards of achievement are as follows: 

 

Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

English Grade 1 Grade 1 

Mathematics Grade 1 Grade 1 

Science Grade 1 Grade 1 

Welsh second language Grade 3 Grade 3 

Design technology Grade 2 Grade 1 

Information technology Grade 2 Grade 1 

History Grade 1 Grade 2 

Geography Grade 1 Grade 2 

Art Grade 1 Grade 1 

Music Grade 1 Grade 1 

Physical education Grade 2 Grade 3 

Religious education Grade 1 Grade 1 

72. Pupils with SEN make very good progress and achieve the targets set for them. 
  
73. Pupils overall achieve the targets set by the school at the end of both key stages 

in national teacher assessments. In 2004, pupils in their end-of-KS2 assessments 
achieved the national average (79%) in mathematics and just below the Welsh 
Assembly Government target (80-85%); in English they achieved the national 
average (88%) and above the Welsh Assembly Government target (80-85%); and 
in science pupils achieved well above the national average (88%) and Welsh 
Assembly Government target (80-85%). 

  
74. Pupils’ standards and progress in the key skills of speaking, listening, reading, 

writing, numeracy and ICT are very good. This is an outstanding feature of the 
school. They make very good use of these key skills in all subjects. Pupils’ 
bilingual competence is underdeveloped. 

  
75. Pupils succeed regardless of their social, ethnic or linguistic background. 

  
76. At the end of KS1, as an average of the last three years’ national assessments, 

pupils’ attainment in the NC core subjects of English, mathematics and science 
are above national averages. Results are, however, below the median in all core 
subjects when compared with similar schools across Wales. Boys outperform 
girls and their results are well above national averages in all NC core subjects; 
girls’ results are above national averages in mathematics and science, and are 
below in English. 

  
77. At the end of KS2, as an average of the last three years’ national assessments, 

pupils’ attainments in the NC core subjects are above the national average in 
English, science and the CSI, and just below in mathematics. Results are, 
however, below the median in all the core subjects when compared with similar 
schools across Wales. Girls outperform boys in English, mathematics and CSI 
and are equal to boys in science. Girls’ results are above the national average in 

12 



Report by Mr D Thorley 
Cwrt Rawlin Primary School – May, 2005 

 
English and the CSI, well above in science and below in mathematics. Boys’ 
results are above the national average in English, well above in science and the 
CSI and equal in mathematics. 

  
78. Most pupils are eager to learn, enthusiastically respond enthusiastically to 

questions and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills effectively to new 
situations. This enthusiasm combines with a clear understanding by most pupils 
of what they are doing, how well they are progressing and what they need to do 
in order to improve further. Very good progress is achieved and pupils are well-
placed to move on to the next stage of their learning. This is an outstanding 
feature of the school. 

 
79. Overall, pupils are well behaved in and around the school. Good behaviour and 

positive attitudes and relationships are particularly evident during breaktimes and 
lunchtimes. The staff have good relationships with pupils. Pupils are friendly and 
courteous. This responsible attitude has a positive effect on the progress they 
make in most lessons. 

 
80. Overall, pupils throughout the school show high levels of self-discipline; they 

move sensibly in and around the school. Pupils are proud of their school; their 
behaviour during off-site lessons is exemplary. 

  
81. The average rate of attendance for the three terms prior to the inspection was 

94%. Absences are caused mainly by sickness; the average rate has been 
adversely affected by a flu epidemic in one term. However, despite the school’s 
best efforts the overall rate is affected by an increasing number of family holidays 
in term time. Almost all the pupils arrive on time at the start of the day. Pupils with 
excellent attendance are rewarded at the end of each term and at the year-end. A 
significant number of pupils receive certificates. 

  
82. Registration procedures are good and comply fully with NAW Circular 3/99. Good 

systems are in place to monitor attendance. 
  

83. Pupils show a high level of maturity and responsibility, which enhances the quality 
of life in the school and the range of educational experiences provided by the 
school. Pupils show respect towards their peers and adults and the quality of 
relationships within the school is very good. Pupils make a significant contribution 
to creating a happy and supportive learning environment; they respond well to the 
reward system. 

 
84. Pupils have the capacity to work independently; for example they use the Internet 

well in school and continue researching projects at home. This helps them to 
develop the ability to organise themselves and establish positive learning habits 
to support them in the future. 

 
85. Pupils work well independently and with others and make very good progress in 

their personal, social, moral and wider development. They show concern for 
others, take responsibility for their actions and show honesty and fairness. These 
are outstanding features of the school. 

 

13 



Report by Mr D Thorley 
Cwrt Rawlin Primary School – May, 2005 

 
86. Pupils have a very good understanding of equal opportunity issues; these 

concepts are embedded in the culture of the school. This increases their 
knowledge and understanding of the needs of others. Through their work in 
religious studies and wider experiences pupils learn to understand other beliefs 
and cultures and demonstrate a high level of respect for those from other 
backgrounds.   

 
87. Pupils develop a strong sense of citizenship within the school community and 

extend this through taking part in community events. Pupils take an active part in 
the life and work of the school; they are consulted about many aspects and take 
decisions for example through their roles in the School Council and Fundraising 
Committee.  

 
88. Pupils’ awareness of the global community is enhanced through their support of 

charities for example a school in South Africa and the Joshua Foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The quality of education and training 
 
Key question 2:   How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 

 
89. The findings of the inspection team differ from the school’s self-evaluation in that 

the school judged this key question as Grade 2. 
  

90. In the lessons observed, the quality of teaching was judged as follows: 
 
Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
45% 39% 13% 3% - 

 
91. The quality of teaching in lessons is above the WAG 2003 all-Wales targets for at 

least 90% of standards to be Grade 3 or above and is well above the target for 
50% to be Grade 2 or above. This is an outstanding feature of the school. 

  
92. Most lessons present high levels of challenge and motivation for pupils, tasks are 

appropriately matched to pupils’ abilities and understanding, and a wide range of 
strategies are used effectively to support learning. In most lessons, teachers 
ensure that all pupils contribute to learning and appropriate time is provided for 
the completion of tasks. 

 
93. Teachers exercise authority calmly and fairly, and stress the importance of self-

discipline. In most lessons, this is effective. The majority of lessons have a good 
pace, engage and maintain pupils’ interests, and provide frequent opportunities 
for independent work. Overall, teachers are very effective in supporting and 
managing pupils. 

 
94. Most teachers in KS1 and KS2 have a very good understanding of the NC, the 

RE syllabus and the PSE framework. Teachers in early years have a very good 
understanding of the Desirable Outcomes for Children’s Learning. Most teaching 
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is planned and delivered well. A wide range of teaching strategies is used when 
explaining new work to pupils, and skilful questioning is employed to ensure their 
understanding. Teachers are very effective in providing demanding work to meet 
the needs of the many able pupils in the school. 

 
95. All lessons have clear objectives set by teachers and these are communicated 

well to pupils. Most lessons are introduced clearly and concisely. Teachers’ 
questioning of pupils is detailed and probes effectively their understanding. 
Plenary sessions within lessons ensure that pupils understand lesson objectives 
and offer opportunities for them to judge the success of their work. 

  
96. Most teachers use appropriate resources, and some teachers are particularly 

skilful in their use of adapted resources to support those pupils with SEN. Overall, 
the deployment of support teachers and other adults to work with individual and 
small groups of pupils with SEN is effective. The support given to a minority of 
distracted pupils in some lessons is less effective.  

 
97. Orderly classroom routine in most lessons provides a structure for pupils to learn 

effectively. Homework is valued and integrated into the learning experiences of 
pupils. 

  
98. In a small minority of lessons, teaching is less effective. The lack of opportunity 

for independent work by pupils, together with ineffective management of some 
pupils and insecure subject knowledge, are the main shortcomings. 

  
99. All teachers promote equal opportunities effectively. They also address well 

issues of gender, race and disability. Teachers provide few opportunities for 
pupils to work bilingually and do not make use of pupils’ knowledge and skills in 
both languages to enhance them further. 

  
100. In most lessons, the learning of pupils of all abilities is monitored and reviewed 

well. 
 

101. Teachers regularly and accurately use a range of assessment criteria to evaluate 
learners’ achievements and progress. This is more effective in NC core subjects 
than it is in foundation subjects. The collation and analysis of assessment findings 
is thorough and useful. Teachers and pupils understand the assessment 
procedures. Portfolios and samples of work are being developed to support 
teachers in the assessment of standards achieved. Annual reports are clear, 
systematic, consistent and useful; agreed targets guide pupils toward aspects of 
learning required to improve their skills and understanding. 

 
102. Assessment procedures do not meet recommended requirements for best 

practice in respect of NC foundation subjects. Baseline assessment in early years 
provides a useful starting point against which to measure pupils’ progress. The 
arrangements for assessing and recording the achievement for pupils with SEN 
are very good and have full regard for the CoP. Findings are used effectively to 
record achievements and identify development targets. 
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103. Pupils’ work is marked regularly and accurately, and includes guidance toward 

promoting improvement in learning. In many lessons, the quality of feedback to 
pupils is detailed and focuses upon the individual’s needs within the context of the 
lesson’s objectives. In the best examples of feedback, pupils are encouraged to 
assess their own performance and strive for improvement. Many pupils 
understand what they need to do to improve their work and make good progress. 

 
104. National assessments are reported to parents at the end of both key stages. 

Annual reports are mainly based on textual descriptions of pupils’ achievements; 
these are supported by agreed targets for development. Two parents’ evenings 
are scheduled annually to allow discussion of matters relevant to learning and 
progress; these are attended well. 

 
Key question 3:   How well do the learning experiences meet the needs and 

interests of learners and the wider community? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 

105. The findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school in 
its self-evaluation report. 

 
106. The overall quality and range of learning experiences made available to pupils 

are outstanding and are equally accessible to all. 
 

107. The curriculum is broad and relevant, complies with legal requirements and 
meets the needs of all pupils. Clear policy documents and good schemes of work 
for each subject help ensure continuity and progression. Short term planning is 
very well focused and includes clear aims for teaching sessions. Emphasis is 
placed on creativity across the curriculum.  

 
108. The planning for pupils’ acquisition of key skills is rigorous which has a positive 

impact on pupils’ learning and attitudes. 
 

109. Standards and pupils’ experiences are enhanced by the provision of extra-
curricular activities, both sporting and cultural. A wide range of lunchtime and 
after-school clubs are offered by staff. The range of opportunities to develop 
pupils’ competency in the performing arts is an outstanding feature of the school. 

 
110. The school has strong links with the local church and provision for spiritual 

development is good. Daily collective worship of a Christian nature, offers pupils 
an opportunity to become aware of their own needs and that of others. However, 
time for personal reflection is too brief. In religious education lessons, pupils learn 
to respect the customs and beliefs of members of faiths other than their own. 

 
111. Provision for moral development is very good. Pupils have a clear sense of what 

is right and wrong and interact courteously and confidently with peers and adults. 
This is promoted well by a positive ethos with emphasis on strong values. 

 
112. Provision for social development is very good. Opportunities to work 

collaboratively are provided regularly across all subject areas. The school 
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operates a ‘buddy’ system and the School Council has been instrumental in 
establishing a Behaviour Charter in the school which contributes to the caring 
environment within the school. 

 
113. Provision for cultural development is very good. Pupils are introduced to a broad 

range of activities in most subjects and they develop an appreciation of their own 
and other cultures. 

 
114. The school has effective links with parents, and there is a group of parents who 

regularly organise social and fund-raising events. Parents are very supportive of 
the activities of the school. There is also a small group of parent helpers who 
regularly assist within the classrooms, while other parents assist when needed for 
specific events and educational visits. 

 
115. The school has very good links with the community and other schools and 

colleges. Visitors from the community such as police and fire officers enrich 
pupils’ learning experiences, and the school provides training facilities for student 
teachers and students undertaking vocational qualifications. 

 
116. Effective transition arrangements are in place with the local secondary schools, 

and Y6 pupils look forward to transfer with confidence. There are curriculum links 
with the main secondary school, to which pupils transfer, that involve both 
teachers and pupils. 

 
117. Visitors from the community, and carefully planned educational visits, develop 

pupils’ understanding of the world of work.  Pupils in KS2 are involved in an 
industry week when they visit a range of enterprises including an aero engine 
plant and BBC studio. Throughout the school pupils benefit from working with 
professionals such as authors and musicians as well as craftsmen, for example, 
on their weaving project. However, teachers have not yet benefited from industrial 
placements.   

 
118. The Curriculum Cymreig is promoted well across a range of curricular areas. 

Opportunities are also provided for pupils to learn about Welsh heritage and 
culture through a broad spectrum of interesting school visits and visitors. The 
learning experiences for promoting pupils’ bilingual skills are underdeveloped. 

 
119. There are effective policies and procedures in place to promote equal access and 

opportunity for all. Pupils show great respect for each other in their work and 
play.    

 
120. Pupils develop a sound understanding of sustainable development. The school 

grounds and local environment are used to enhance the curriculum; the school 
has obtained Eco School status. Pupils are involved in recycling schemes.  They 
care for their environment and take measures to make it attractive for example 
through bulb planting and creating willow shelters in the playground and duck 
nests in the local community. Members of the Eco Committee design the cover 
for a company’s waste and environment brochure and younger pupils take part in 
a tree studies workshop. 
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121. Opportunities for pupils to develop the skills required to support economic 

development are good. All pupils have the opportunity to take responsibility by 
undertaking monitoring roles. The Fundraising Committee nominates charities 
and raises money for good causes. Pupils in Y6 use their skills and knowledge 
well to develop their entrepreneurial skills. They successfully prepared a meal for 
parents and governors. The project involved planning a menu, costing the 
ingredients within a set budget, preparing tables and serving a three-course meal. 
Pupils in KS1 are involved in a commercially sponsored mini enterprise initiative. 

 
122. The school gives good attention to national priorities for lifelong learning and 

community regeneration. Three teachers have Forest School Awards.  
 

123. The school premises are used for breakfast and after school clubs as well as a 
mother and toddler group.  

 
124. Open evenings for parents and members of the community provide insights to 

different aspects of the curriculum through workshops for example in art, music, 
DT and IT. Pupils in turn see adults as life long learners.  

 
Key question 4:   How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 
 
Grade 1:  Good with outstanding features 

 
125. Overall, the findings of the inspection team match the judgements made by the 

school in the self-evaluation report. 
 
126. The standard of care, guidance and support is outstanding. 

 
127. The school’s mission statement, that there is a commitment by all members of 

staff to the full development of every child, is evident in all aspects of school life. 
Pupils are always given the opportunity to express their opinions and feelings and 
feel secure as learners. The school is committed to providing very high standards 
of personal and social education. 

 
128. The school operates an open door policy and communication with parents is very 

effective. Their views are sought through questionnaires and the school responds 
positively to the comments received. Parents are encouraged to get involved in 
their children’s education through, for example, parent reading and writing 
workshops and guidance on handwriting. The school prospectus and annual 
governors’ report fully meet statutory requirements. The ‘Cwrt Rawlin Times’ 
keeps parents well-informed about school life.  

 
129. Induction arrangements for new pupils are effective. The youngest children in the 

early years settle in well and are happy and secure in their work and play. The 
‘Buddy’ system also helps pupils settle into the life and routine of their new 
school. There are good links with the local secondary schools. 

 
130. Staff monitor well pupils’ academic and personal development and them through 

the setting of individual targets. Pupils are praised for their efforts and 
achievements in weekly celebration assemblies. 
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131. The school has a structured programme for PSE that takes account of the 
national framework. PSE includes programmes for health and sex education that 
are supported by visitors such as the school nurse. 

 
132. The staff work closely with specialist agencies, including the pupil-support service 

and health and social services, which contribute to the very good care provided 
for pupils. 

 
133. There are effective policies and procedures to support good attendance, 

punctuality and behaviour. The school meets all statutory requirements with 
regard to attendance. The taking of holidays during term time is discouraged. 

 
134. The school has a range of policies and strategies in place to ensure the health 

and safety of pupils. Pupils are supervised well at playtimes and lunchtimes. Fire 
drills and risk assessments are undertaken systematically. There are three staff 
with first aid qualifications and all necessary procedures are in place for reporting 
and recording cases of accidents and illness.  

 
135. The school works in the pupils’ best interest to safeguard their welfare. The 

headteacher is the designated child protection officer and all adults responsible 
for the supervision of pupils are aware of the school’s policy and their own 
responsibilities. 

 
136. The quality of provision for pupils with SEN is good. Pupils with SEN are identified 

at an early stage and assessment of their needs is thorough and reviewed 
regularly. The IEPs identify realistic achievable steps for individual pupils. Parents 
are involved at all stages of the identification process and are encouraged to take 
an active role in meetings about their children’s progress and achievements. The 
school works in collaboration with LEA initiatives to support pupils with SEN and 
values the provision and expertise made available through outside agencies. 
Additional resources are directed toward SEN provision and reflect the positive 
and constructive attitude by all within the school to those with learning difficulties.  

 
137. Deployment of support staff to assist the very small number of pupils whose 

behaviour impedes their own progress and that of other pupils is less effective. 
 

138. Pupils develop an awareness of equal opportunity issues through learning about 
the diversity of beliefs and social and cultural traditions in the wider society. This 
is an outstanding feature of the school. The school is very effective in ensuring 
equality of opportunity for its pupils. 

 
139. Gender equality is promoted well during the school day and, in particular, through 

sports teams and the many extra-curricular activities available to all pupils. 
 

140. The school has well-planned and documented procedures for dealing with race 
equality and disability discrimination and actively promotes equal opportunities. 
The school hosts a talent show where all pupils are invited to demonstrate their 
talents. All pupils are encouraged and enabled to take part in the activities 
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provided by the school. The school supports and guides pupils very well taking 
account of their social, educational, ethnic or linguistic background.    

 
141. Overall, the school has effective measures in place to eliminate oppressive 

behaviour and bullying and the majority of pupils are free from any form of the 
consequences of such behaviour. Some teachers in KS2 are less effective in 
monitoring and responding to incidences of oppressive behaviour. A ‘Worry Box’ 
in the foyer helps pupils to communicate any fears or concerns. No incidents of 
anti social behaviour were noted in break sessions during the inspection. 

 
142. The school has taken action to ensure that any disabled pupil would not suffer 

from less favourable treatment and is wholly effective in eliminating 
discrimination. The school successfully promotes diversity and equal 
opportunities. Staff receive appropriate training; monitoring of matters relating to 
equal opportunities is thorough. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leadership and management 
 
Key question 5:   How effective are leadership and strategic management? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 

 
143. The findings of the inspection team differ from the school’s self-evaluation in that 

the school judged this key question as Grade 2. 
  

144. The quality of leadership shown by the head teacher, deputy head teacher and 
senior staff is very good. There is a clear sense of purpose and direction that sets 
high expectations and promotes and sustains improvements. This is an 
outstanding feature of the school. Shared values and clear aims, which promote 
equality of opportunity for all, are focused on pupils’ needs and are understood 
and implemented by staff and governors. 

  
145. The WAG priorities for lifelong learning are taken account of fully. The school 

works in partnership with a wide range of other providers of education and 
training. 

  
146. The school, in conjunction with the LEA, agrees targets for end-of-key-stage 

national assessments. These accurately estimate pupils’ anticipated 
performance. Individual pupil targets are developed in collaboration with parents. 
The impact of target-setting in raising standards is effective in NC core subjects 
but underdeveloped in NC foundation subjects. 

  
147. Appraisal arrangements for monitoring the performance of teachers and 

identifying development targets meet statutory requirements and are linked to the 
SDP. This process of professional development continues to improve standards 
and the quality of teaching. 

  
148. The GB carries out its responsibilities effectively in terms of strategic planning 

and to maintain and enhance the quality of education. This is an outstanding 
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feature of the school. Governors are well-informed about the standards achieved 
and progress made by pupils. The GB complies fully with regulatory and legal 
requirements. 

 
Key question 6:   How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve 

quality and standards? 
 
Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings 

 
149. The findings of the inspection team differ from the school’s self-evaluation in that 

the school judged this key question as Grade 2. 
 

150. The head and curriculum co-ordinators are well informed about performance in 
NC core subjects. Developing high standards in these subjects has been the 
priority of leaders and managers in the short period of time since the school 
opened. Co-ordinators of foundation subjects are less well informed about pupil 
performance. 

 
151. The self-evaluation process is at an early stage of development within the 

strategic planning for the school. Leaders are clear about using quality assurance 
procedures and measurable data to plan for improvement. 

 
152. A culture of self-evaluation is developing, incorporating all involved in the school 

to ensure effective planning for improvement. 
 

153. Clear priorities have been identified within the SDP; these are not, as yet, linked 
into the cycle of self-evaluation and school development. 

 
154. The school uses its resources effectively to focus upon its identified priorities 

within a realistic timescale.  
 

155. Quantifiable targets have been set to enable leaders to effectively undertake 
evaluation of improvement in standards in NC core subjects. However, little use is 
made of quantifiable success criteria and this limits the ability of the school to 
show that actions taken have resulted in measurable improvements. 

 
Key question 7:   How efficient are leaders and managers in using 
resources? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 

 
156. Overall, the findings of the inspection team match the judgements made by the 

school in the self-evaluation report. 
 

157. Pupils are well-supported by an effective team of experienced and qualified 
teachers. Overall, teachers have the knowledge and expertise to teach all 
aspects of the school curriculum. They work well together and show a strong 
commitment to the development of the school. Support staff are suitably qualified 
and are, overall, deployed effectively. Support staff also provide appropriate help 
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for pupils with SEN; however, training needs are not developed. Support 
provision for children in reception classes is under-resourced. 

 
158. A full-time and a part-time administrative assistant ensure that the day-to-day 

running of the school is effective. 
 

159. The quality and quantity of resources are very good for the under fives and for all  
NC subjects. There is a large library that is, overall, well resourced; books in 
Welsh are under-resourced. The library has a digital system for the loan of books 
but is under-utilised during the inspection. Good use is made of interactive 
whiteboards in each class and these significantly enrich pupils’ learning. Pupils 
make very good use of both the well-equipped ICT room and the classroom 
computers to improve their ICT skills. Pupils regularly visit places of interest to 
enrich the curriculum. Overall, good use is made of available resources in 
meeting the needs of pupils.  

 
160. The school building is of a modern design with a large entrance area, multi-

purpose hall, community room, IT suite and library. There is adequate 
accommodation for the number of pupils currently on roll. Construction of an 
extension to accommodate the anticipated increase in the number of pupils 
started during the week of inspection.  

 
161. The school benefits from two large playgrounds and garden areas. Marked 

playground games, friendship benches and constructions from willow branches 
make a pleasing and welcoming outside environment. 

 
162. Children in the nursery and reception classes have access to an outdoor play 

area. This is safe and secure and is useful in promoting their physical 
development. The recently developed ‘Forest School’ area provides a stimulating 
environment for early years children. The school building has an appropriate 
security system. 

 
163. Attractive displays of pupils’ work celebrate their achievements, enhance the 

school’s interior and provide a stimulating learning environment. 
 

164. All classrooms are carpeted and have vinyl practical areas. The school is cleaned 
and maintained to a high standard. 

 
165. The school is appropriately staffed and resourced to teach the curriculum. 

Performance management systems are in place and are effective in identifying 
continuous professional development needs. 

 
166. The resource implications for development are identified within the SDP.  The 

process of self-evaluation is not yet linked into the identified priorities and 
resource implications of the SDP. 

 
167. The GB undertakes its role of managing of resources effectively. The substantial 

budget surplus is earmarked for the provision of an additional classroom and 
community room. 
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168. Overall, the school achieves very good value for money. 

 
 
Standards achieved in subjects and areas of learning 
 
Provision for children under five 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 

 
169. The overall quality of the educational provision for the under-fives is appropriate 

to their needs and children make very good progress towards the Desirable 
Outcomes for Children’s Learning. 

 
 

Language, Literacy and Communication Skills 
 

170. Children’s language, literacy and communication skills are good with outstanding 
features. 

 
Good and outstanding features 

 
171. Children in both the nursery and reception classes are given a wide range of 

experiences that promote effectively the development of language, literacy and 
communication skills. 

 
172. In the nursery, children’s listening and speaking skills are very good. They listen 

attentively, respond well to stories and recall details from memory. They speak 
confidently and clearly and are able to express their ideas and talk about their 
experiences.  

 
173. In the reception class, children extend their speaking and listening skills and 

readily ask questions. They listen well to each other and are given many 
opportunities to use and extend their widening vocabulary. 

 
174. In both nursery and reception classes stimulating role play areas such as the 

Bear’s Cave and Nature Lab provide children with opportunities to communicate 
with each other and develop their social skills. In these role play areas 
opportunities for emergent writing encourage children to experiment with mark 
making. 

 
175. Nursery children handle books correctly and are aware that words and pictures 

carry meaning. Many children are able to talk about a familiar story and say why 
they like it. They are beginning to recognise simple words. 

 
176. Reception children make good progress towards reading. They enjoy looking at 

books and many are confident early readers. They discuss their reading books 
confidently and their recall of story content is very good. They are able to predict 
sensibly what happens next in a story. 
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177. Nursery children explore writing using a range of marking equipment. Most 

nursery children hold a pencil correctly and use emergent writing to convey 
meaning. 

 
178. Very good progress is made in reception in the development of children’s writing 

skills. All children attempt to write independently and many can write a simple 
sentence.  

 
179. Children know and enjoy a range of songs and rhymes in English and Welsh and 

they use incidental Welsh well. 
 

Shortcomings 
 

180. No significant shortcomings were observed. 
 
 

Personal and Social Development 
 

181. Children’s personal and social development is good with outstanding features. 
 

Good and outstanding features 
 

182. Children understand clearly the importance of routines and are confident and 
eager to explore new learning situations. They behave very well and establish 
good relationships with other children and adults. They display very good social 
skills and work and play harmoniously together both indoors and outside. All 
children work well independently and in pairs and groups. 

 
183. Nursery children are prepared to share and take their turn and respond positively 

to instructions. They demonstrate independence in selecting an activity or 
resource and take part readily in tidying up. 

 
184. Reception children settle down very quickly to structured and group work 

sessions and demonstrate a growing ability to concentrate and persevere in their 
learning. They have the confidence to seek help when needed. 

 
185. Children show independence when undressing and dressing and take 

responsibility for their personal hygiene. 
 

186. They demonstrate a growing sensitivity to the needs and feelings of others and 
demonstrate care, concern and respect for all living things. 

 
187. They respond positively to new cultural experiences and are beginning to 

understand a range of Welsh words and phrases. 
 

Shortcomings 
 

188. No significant shortcomings were observed. 
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Mathematical Development 

 
189. Children’s mathematical development is good with outstanding features. 

 
Good and outstanding features 

 
190. Children’s mathematical understanding in both the nursery and reception class is 

developed through the provision of a very good range of practical activities. They 
use mathematical language in relevant contexts. 

 
191. Nursery children sing number songs and rhymes and correctly join in the actions. 

They can count objects up to five, and some to ten and beyond. They are 
beginning to recognise some numbers and match number to sign. They know 
their colours and can compare, sort, and match familiar items confidently. They 
know some shapes such as circle and square and use mathematical vocabulary 
correctly such as big and small and positional language. 

 
192. In the reception class, children use numbers as part of their daily routines. 

Children enjoy mathematical games and most can count, order and sequence 
numbers to twenty. They can match number to sign and sounds. 

 
193. They understand the purpose and use of money and sort coins by value. They 

complete simple addition sums, create, with support, simple pictograms and 
recognise and create basic patterns. They can name 2D shapes with most 
showing some knowledge of their properties. The older children know the days of 
the week and seasons of the year. They are also developing an understanding of 
symmetry. 

 
194. Computer games are used effectively by the children to reinforce their work in 

number. 
 

Shortcomings 
 

195. No significant shortcomings were observed 
 
 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
 

196. Children’s knowledge and understanding of the world is good with outstanding 
features. 

 
Good and outstanding features 

 
197. All children extend their knowledge of the world around them by undertaking a 

wide range of stimulating activities, both inside and outside the classrooms. 
Children use all of their senses and become stimulated to explore their 
environment. In the ‘Forest School’ the children explore their natural world and 
are beginning to appreciate the importance of taking care of the environment. 
Their observational skills are good. 
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198. Nursery children talk confidently about themselves and their families. They are 

able to name the main parts of their bodies and some features of living things. 
 

199. Most nursery children are able to follow, with support, a route when going on a 
Bear Hunt. They are beginning to understand and name features of their 
immediate environment and understand the need for safety when near to a road. 
They are gaining an appreciation that they live in Wales. 

 
200. In reception, the children observe the growth of plants, name their main parts and 

know that they need light and water to develop. They discuss the characteristics 
of the weather and also understand simple features about the different seasons 
of the year and what kind of clothes to wear in summer and winter. They have a 
very good appreciation of the differences and uses of a range of materials. 

 
201. Nursery children understand the difference between day and night and are 

beginning to organise their day. By reception, children are aware of yesterday, 
today and tomorrow and can use the terms ‘long ago’ and ‘now’. 

 
202. Nursery children use computers and manipulate the cursor effectively. With 

support they create pictures using a simple graphics program. Reception children 
understand and use a variety of information sources such as books, the computer 
and listening centre.  

 
Shortcomings 

 
203. No significant shortcomings were observed. 

 
 

Physical Development 
 

204. Children’s physical development is good with outstanding features. 
 

Good and outstanding features 
 

205. Children in both nursery and reception use a wide range of small and larger 
equipment with increasing confidence and control. They develop physical skills by 
riding bicycles and scooters, using climbing apparatus and pushing toys. They 
are aware of the need for safety and wear helmets when riding wheeled toys. 

 
206. Nursery children enjoy walking, running, skipping and jumping and move with 

good control. Their cutting and sticking skills are well-developed and they use 
brushes competently when painting and a good variety of writing and colouring 
equipment to develop their fine motor skills. Manipulative skills are developed 
further through the use of construction toys and malleable materials. 

 
207. Reception children make good use of the opportunity to go to the enclosed, safe 

play area. In the school hall they move confidently and have a good sense of 
space and understand the need for safety. They undertake warm up sessions at 
the start of lessons and understand that activity increases their heart beat and 
that there is a need to cool down before returning to class. They have well-
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developed skills in balancing, skipping, rolling and stretching, and travel safely in 
different ways at different speeds.  

 
208. The children in reception show particularly good control in their tasks on paper 

with careful, meaningful drawings and accurate colouring. They handle scissors 
and other tools safely and with increasing control. 

 
Shortcomings 

 
209. No significant shortcomings were observed. 

 
 

Creative Development 
 

210. Children’s creative development is good with no important shortcomings. 
 

Good and outstanding features 
 

211. Children in both nursery and reception enjoy singing a variety of rhymes and 
songs, recalling words well and are using their voices tunefully both quietly and 
loudly. Most children can clap a steady beat and play un-tuned instruments to 
accompany their songs. 

 
212. All children enjoy the stimulating role play areas in each class and reception 

children respond to suggestions for dance and respond imaginatively when 
‘Flying on a Magic Carpet’. 

 
213. Nursery children are confident in using paints and use their brushes with broad 

strokes. They mix colours and explore and make choices about colour and create 
representational images. They make realistic models from playdough and 
experiment with different materials, media and textures. 

 
214. Reception children are developing their skills of observation and are beginning to 

express likes and dislikes about their own work and work of others. When they 
observe a picture by a famous artist they are able to imitate, draw and paint very 
effectively for their level of development.  

 
Shortcomings 

 
215. The occasional use of templates limits the opportunity for children to develop 

further their creative skills. 
 
 
 
English 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 1 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 2 
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Good and Outstanding Features 

  
216. In KS1 pupils listen attentively and respect other pupils’ responses. They respond 

enthusiastically to books and other stimuli. The majority speak clearly, participate 
with enthusiasm in class discussions and activities such as ‘hot seating’, and 
express themselves well when evaluating their work. This is an outstanding 
feature. 

 
217. Across KS2 pupils speak in an extended manner, giving reasoned explanations. 

They evaluate performances of their work to improve and refine their attempts at 
writing poetry and play scripts. Pupils’ progress in developing their oracy skills is 
an outstanding feature of the school. 

 
218. KS1 pupils read confidently in their class groups and make good progress in 

decoding skills. Younger pupils discuss their favourite characters, using a range 
of vocabulary and are able to express their opinions and explain feelings. Y2 
pupils understand what has been read and make sensible predictions. The most 
able read their own work with expression. 

 
219. In KS2 pupils read with increasing fluency and accuracy. Their understanding of 

significant themes, events and characters in folk tales enables them to write 
imaginatively based on the text. Many pupils speak knowledgeably about their 
favourite author. 

 
220. KS1 pupils learn to write independently and do so with confidence. By the end of 

the key stage pupils write for a variety of purposes with the great majority 
organising their writing well, using appropriate punctuation. The abler pupils write 
with imagination and begin to adapt their writing to the reader.  

 
221. Across all years in KS2 pupils develop a sound understanding of genre and write 

in many different forms. Their persuasive letters and story writing are of high 
quality. The more able pupils have a secure understanding of punctuation, 
spelling patterns and paragraphing. The content of these pupils’ writing is 
coherent and interesting.  

 
222. Overall, written work is presented well in both key stages and the majority of 

handwriting is good. 
 

Shortcomings 
 

223. There are no discernible shortcomings. 
 
 
 

Mathematics 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 1 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 2 
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Good and Outstanding Features 

  
224. In both key stages, pupils are attentive in lessons. They respond accurately and 

quickly to questions and show an interest and enthusiasm for their work that has 
a positive impact on standards. Throughout the school, pupils make good use of 
appropriate mathematical terms and explain their mathematical reasoning very 
well. Pupils’ work is consistently well presented. All pupils make good use of ICT 
in their mathematics. 

 
225. Children in Y1 use mental strategies to solve simple problems using counting, 

addition and subtraction with numbers to at least 20. They use everyday 
language to describe features of familiar two-dimensional and three-dimensional 
shapes and are beginning to suggest suitable units and measuring equipment to 
measure length, mass and capacity. They construct block graphs in a one-to-one 
correspondence and extract information from these graphs. The more able 
children investigate numbers to 100 and discuss their work using a range of 
mathematical language.  

 
226. Pupils in Y2 count, read, write and order whole numbers to at least 100 and most 

children can count to 100 in ones, fives and tens. Older KS1 pupils can read 
numbers to 1000 and understand the place value of different digits. Pupils can 
identify odd and even numbers and double and halve numbers quickly. They use 
simple division and are beginning to understand the concept of remainder. They 
can identify halves and quarters and have an understanding of the measurement 
of angle. Pupils use standard units of time and translate these times from 
analogue to digital and solve simple word problems involving time. 

 
227. In Y3, pupils have a sound understanding of place value. They can count on or 

back in tens or hundreds from any two or three digit number and know by heart 
multiplication facts for the 2, 5, and 10 times table. They understand division and 
recognise that division reverses multiplication. Their understanding of shape, 
space, measurement and time is developing well. Pupils solve a given problem by 
organising and interpreting data in simple lists, tables and graphs. 

 
228. Pupils in Y4 use known number facts and place value to add and subtract 

mentally and use their good knowledge of tables to solve problems. They make 
good progress in their knowledge and understanding of decimals and fractions. 
They understand angle as a measurement of turn and that it is measured in 
degrees. They use fractions to calculate degrees of turn. Compass points are 
understood well by all as fractions of a turn. They have an understanding of co-
ordinates and have investigated probability.  

 
229. In Y5, children develop competence in completing more complex calculations 

using the four operations of number. They select the equipment and most 
appropriate unit of measurement to determine the length, perimeter and mass of 
objects and they have a good understanding of capacity and volume.  Pupils can 
identify two-dimensional shapes with up to eight sides and apply their knowledge 
of angles and symmetry to these shapes. They measure and draw angles to the 
nearest degree. 
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230. Pupils in Y6 are competent in using more complex calculations involving the four 

operations and know their tables well. They are confident in their understanding 
of decimals, fractions and percentages and apply that understanding in problem 
solving activities. They express an understanding of equivalent fractions and they 
calculate discounts, sale prices and savings when investigating percentages. 
Pupils understand that there are a variety of techniques available for displaying 
data and make decisions about the most appropriate for different situations. They 
construct and access information from pie charts, bar charts and line graphs. The 
most able pupils are involved in practical and challenging problem solving 
activities. 

 
Shortcomings 

 
231. There are no discernible shortcomings 

 
  

Science 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 1 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 2 

 
Good and Outstanding Features 

 
232. Pupils in Y1 use simple classification in considering living and non-living 

creatures, forces, the properties of materials and light and sound. They 
accurately describe simple features about themselves and plants, and 
communicate their findings both orally and in writing. Pupils record findings in 
simple charts and tables.  

 
233. Pupils in Y2 make comparisons when describing observations. Many pupils 

communicate their findings in writing and in simple tables; they talk about their 
observations and respond to suggestions; some make simple suggestions and 
say whether what happened was what they expected. Some pupils give their own 
ideas. Pupils recall previous work with accuracy and understanding, and 
confidently answer questions relating to their work on simple circuits in electricity, 
changes in materials, forces and the animal life-cycle. 

 
234. Pupils in Y3 make accurate observations and give clear explanations. Many 

present data in tables and charts and give simple accounts of what they note. 
Pupils give simple predictions in their experiments. Some pupils present a series 
of observations clearly. They talk confidently about current work on forces and 
magnetism and on previous work relating to teeth, healthy eating, light and 
shadows. 

 
235. Pupils in Y4 explain their observations clearly; they record data accurately and 

many note simple patterns through tables and charts. Many pupils carry out a fair 
test and can give simple predictions; some children understand in their 
experiments how to vary one factor while keeping the others the same. Pupils 
have a good recall of previous knowledge and very confidently talk about the 
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skeleton, muscles, food chains and habitats together with their current work on 
conductors in electricity. 

 
236. Pupils in Y5 draw conclusions about their work and begin to relate these to 

scientific knowledge and understanding. Pupils understand the travel of sound 
and are very confident in their response to questions relating to changes in 
materials. They present relevant observations clearly and many are able to 
recognise patterns and trends through tables, charts and graphs. Many pupils 
recognise the need for fair testing in experiments and are able to make 
predictions that are relevant. 

 
237. Pupils in Y6 understand the functions of major organs in the body. They are able 

to relate conclusions in their work with evidence and scientific knowledge and 
understanding. They present relevant observations systematically and recognise 
patterns and trends through tables, charts and line graphs. Pupils recall with 
accuracy previous work undertaken on solids and liquids and on forces, and are 
confident in their responses to questions asked. 

 
238. The high number of pupils achieving NC Level 5 is an outstanding feature. 

 
Shortcomings 

 
239. There are no discernible shortcomings. 

 
 
Welsh second language 
 
Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings     Key Stage 1 

Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings     Key Stage 2 

 
Good and Outstanding Features 

  
240. Pupils participate enthusiastically in lessons in both key stages. They listen well to 

classroom instructions and respond appropriately. 
 
241. In KS1 pupils can count to 20, know the names of colours, convey greetings, 

name objects within the classroom and parts of the body with good pronunciation 
and intonation. They are able to ask and answer simple questions about the 
weather and express their likes and dislikes. 

 
242. Pupils in KS2 respond appropriately to questions that use predictable patterns 

about topics such as the time, food, where they live and how they feel. 
 

243. Pupils in KS1 display good reading skills when reading from a text with a teacher 
and read familiar words and phrases confidently and correctly. 

 
244. In KS2 pupils read words and notices displayed around the school with 

developing confidence, and read their written work using appropriate expression. 
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245. Pupils in both key stages complete written tasks satisfactorily to reinforce 

patterns and vocabulary. By Y5 and Y6 pupils write short dialogues and 
passages about themselves using linked sentences. They spell frequently-
occurring words correctly and use appropriate punctuation. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
246. Pupils’ ability to use drama and role play to extend the scope of their talk and 

understanding is limited in both key stages. 
 

247. Pupils in KS2 lack the confidence to sustain a simple conversation and to vary 
language patterns. 

 
248. In both key stages, pupils’ skills as independent readers are insufficiently 

developed. 
 
 

Design technology 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  Key Stage 1 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features                        Key Stage 2 

 
Good and Outstanding Features 

 
249. Pupils in Y1 think of a range of ideas in making a pop-up card and use words and 

pictures to show what they want to do. Their work shows ability to use a range of 
materials and tools. Pupils are confident in explaining what was made and what it 
would be used for. 

 
250. Y2 pupils generate ideas to make badges and suggest improvements to their 

designs. They mark and measure accurately in making a bag; the end product is 
of a good standard. Some pupils use labelled sketches to communicate details in 
their designs. Pupils are very confident in explaining the choices they make. 

 
251. Y3 pupils design whilst taking account of specific requirements. Tools are used 

accurately to make puppets and clear adaptations can be identified. Pupils talk 
very confidently about their work relating to design and making a healthy 
sandwich. Many pupils are able to draw upon their knowledge of healthy eating in 
talking about their work.  

 
252. Y4 pupils draw upon their knowledge of materials in designing a frame to hold a 

plant. They use labelled sketches to communicate their design and use tools 
accurately in making the frame. Pupils speak confidently about matters relating to 
making a textile kite. Pupils measure, mark out and accurately produce a quality 
finish. This is outstanding work. Many pupils evaluate their work and suggest 
alternatives.  

 
253. Y5 pupils build upon their work in textiles to design and make a fabric painting. 

They use labelled sketches to communicate details of their design, and produce a 
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prototype in order to confirm the final design. Samples of work show a quality 
finish. In their recent work relating to designing a learning aid for children, pupils 
research and gather information to generate ideas. They take account of the 
preferences of others in adapting their designs. Pupils evaluate their work well 
and develop alternatives to it. 

 
254. Y6 pupils gather information independently to generate ideas in planning and 

designing vehicles with gears. They use labelled sketches to communicate the 
details of their design and many pupils design with an understanding of the 
characteristics of the product in mind. Adaptations are identified following 
thorough evaluations. Many pupils show precision and control in the making 
process and comment about the modifications they made. Some pupils are 
further able to develop their work through control technology. 

 
Shortcomings 

 
255. There are no discernible shortcomings. 

 
 

Information technology 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings        Key Stage 1 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features                              Key Stage 2 

 
Good and Outstanding Features 
 
260. Pupils in Y1 use text in simple sentences, add pictures and use these skills to 

design and make a Christmas card. They explore information by developing 
search techniques. They extend their presentation skills by displaying text in 
different forms. Many pupils sort information according to simple criteria and 
display outcomes in a graphical form. Pupils use and understand simple control 
technology. 

 
261. Pupils in Y2 develop further their skills in generating and communicating ideas 

in different forms. With support they are able to save and retrieve their work. 
Pupils use graphic programs to further generate ideas and to enhance the 
presentation of their work. Skills in finding information are further developed with 
many pupils able independently to research and record findings. Control 
technology skills are enhanced with many pupils able to devise and sequence 
instructions.  

 
262. Y3 pupils are able to generate ideas, organise and present information, and 

amend design in their creation of invitation cards. Many pupils save and retrieve 
data independently and create databases for storing information. Y3 pupils 
introduce sound into their work and use simulations to help them make 
decisions in their work on Romans. Pupils confidently speak about the use of 
ICT in the outside world. 
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263. Y4 pupils use ICT to combine different forms of information and they show an 

awareness of audience in their ‘For Sale’ brochures. They independently add to 
and amend previously stored information. Many pupils are confident in framing 
questions to interrogate information within database branches. Control 
technology skills are enhanced by on screen modeling using simple instructions. 

 
264. Pupils in Y5 create images by manipulating and combining objects. They are 

able to rotate, move and resize graphic elements. They analyse data using 
filtering skills and they question the plausibility of outcomes. Control technology 
skills are further enhanced by sequencing instructions to control devices and by 
using and understanding the use of sensors in the environment. 

 
265. The ICT skills of pupils at Y5 and Y6 are outstanding. 
 
266. Y6 pupils are confident in their use of spreadsheets and use these to process 

information and to filter results. Many pupils are able to check outcomes for 
accuracy. Many pupils are confident in the use of the World Wide Web and are 
fully aware of its safe use. Y6 pupils use the refined tools within the text 
programs and hyperlink their work. Their control technology skills are 
outstanding with pupils able to program devices on screen and some able to 
extend these skills to control geared models made in design technology 

 
Shortcomings 
 
267. There are no discernable shortcomings 
 
 
History 
 
Grade1: Good with outstanding features                                  Key Stage 1 

Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings           Key Stage 2 

 
Good and Outstanding Features 
 

268. Younger pupils at KS1 are aware of change in their own lives and those of others. 
Their chronological awareness is developing appropriately and they can identify 
differences between the past and present when sequencing toys through the 
ages and when studying topics such as life in Victorian times. They are beginning 
to use books and handle artefacts to develop their enquiry skills.  

 
269. Y2 pupils are aware that there are a number of ways to find historical information 

and use books, photographs, artefacts and the internet in their work on travel. 
They have a developing knowledge of early flight through their study of the Wright 
Brothers and other pioneers of flight. They access websites to find out about 
Christopher Columbus and can discuss a travel timeline. Pupils can describe in 
reasonable detail the lives of different people such as Susan Rees, Florence 
Nightingale and Hedd Wyn. They are able to identify themselves with the way of 
life of people in the past and compare the past with their own lives. They 
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communicate their findings in a variety of ways including through good quality 
written and oral accounts. This is an outstanding feature. 

 
270. Y3 pupils have a good understanding and knowledge of life and conditions in 

Roman times. They develop timelines to plot the Roman invasion and develop an 
understanding of the importance of using more than one piece of evidence to 
make a decision. They study Roman towns and make good comparisons between 
the lives of rich and poor. Their work is well presented in a variety of ways 
including personalised accounts. 

 
271. In Y4 pupils have a good understanding and knowledge of life in Tudor times and 

the major characters and events that brought about changes. They record their 
work well through writing accounts, devising posters, listing differences and 
empathising with people through letter writing and scripting a play about the 
dissolution of the monasteries. Pupils identify information about people from the 
past from portraits and are beginning to make simple evaluations of pieces of 
evidence. 

 
272. Y5 pupils understand BC and AD through their study of Egyptian times and can 

identify major events of that period on a timeline. They study the 1851 Census 
return for Caerphilly and compare and contrast occupations and daily life with the 
1901 census. Pupils use the census return to make informed assumptions about 
an area and compare with their life today. 

 
273. In Y6 pupils can discuss maturely the events of the Second World War and the 

living conditions of the period identifying change with the present. Through their 
study of Queen Victoria and Victorian times, they have researched how children 
worked in that era and can empathise with their lives. They study how the growth 
of railways impacted on the lives of people and use a wide range of historical 
sources to collect information to complete a group project.  

 
274. Across the key stages, pupils’ historical knowledge and understanding of times 

past is enhanced by ‘hands on’ experience such as handling artefacts, visiting 
speakers, role play and visits to places of historical significance such as the 
Museum of Welsh Life, Llancaiach Fawr, Caerleon, Castell Henllys and 
Gloucester Museum. 

 
Shortcomings 

 
275. There are no discernible shortcomings 

 
 
 
 
Geography 
 
Grade1: Good with outstanding features                             Key Stage 1 

Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings     Key Stage 2 
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Good and Outstanding Features 

 
276. In Y1, pupils successfully identify on a map where they live and discuss the area 

around their school describing features they like and areas they would like to see 
improved. This is an outstanding feature. They draw their route to school and are 
beginning to draw simple pictorial plans of their classroom and of the school. 
They are able to use weather symbols on a map of Britain and compare places 
that contrast with Wales through books such as Handa’s Surprise. 

 
277. Pupils in Y2 locate the main countries in the United Kingdom and find the major 

towns and cities in Wales. They select information from an aerial map and use 
appropriate geographical vocabulary to respond to questions about their trip to 
Newtown. They show an awareness of places beyond their locality and use a 
globe to name countries. This is an outstanding feature. Using their imagination, 
pupils draw a map and use alpha-numeric co-ordinates. They locate features on 
the map understanding how a key is used to represent the main features. 

 
278. Pupils in Y3 use plans and maps well and they make good use of their 

understanding of keys and co-ordinates to enhance their knowledge and 
understanding of physical features related to their own locality. They develop their 
knowledge of direction through using eight points of the compass and express 
views on the attractive and unattractive features of their local area. They 
demonstrate a good understanding of changing weather patterns. 

 
279. From their study of Cardiff Bay, Y4 pupils make good use of a fieldwork visit, 

pictures and plans to enhance their knowledge of a contrasting locality. They use 
data files to study how Cardiff Bay has changed over the years and create their 
own maps incorporating symbols and keys. They study mountainous areas of 
Wales and understand the impact of tourism and weather on these areas. 

 
280. In Y5 pupils study their own locality in more detail and consider the impact of its 

history and how people affect the environment. They understand the importance 
of tourism to the area and can describe in some detail how their locality is 
changing. They investigate coastlines and understand how human activities 
impact on the environment through the study of the Sea Empress oil disaster off 
the coast of Pembrokeshire. 

 
281. Y6 pupils have a mature understanding of sustainable development and global 

citizenship through their detailed study of St. Lucia and Chembakolli in India. 
Pupils directly compare and contrast social and environmental issues and discuss 
fair trade. They develop a good knowledge of locations on a map of the world and 
make good use of research skills to complete projects on chosen countries. 

 
282. Pupils throughout the school have a good awareness of sustainable development 

and understand that recycling certain materials can contribute towards improving 
the environment. 

 
Shortcomings 

 
283. In KS2, pupils are unfamiliar with the use of 4 and 6 figure coordinates. 
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Art 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 1 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 2 

 
Good and Outstanding Features 

 
284. In KS1 pupils make good use of a wide range of equipment, materials and 

techniques to create paintings, prints and collage. They experiment with colour, 
mixing shades and by Y2 the standard of drawing and painting is outstanding, 
particularly the observational drawing of flowers and paintings emulating Monet’s 
garden in Giverny. 

 
285. By studying a colour theme, pupils in KS1demonstrate a good knowledge of 

colour tones and understand the difference between primary and secondary 
colours. 

 
286. Pupils use their skills acquired in art lessons in cross-curricular work such as the 

3D models of mini beasts in science whereby a range of medium including chalks, 
pastels, waxing, painting and printing are all combined to complete a composition. 

 
287. Younger KS2 pupils study Celtic patterns and link shapes to produce their own 

patterns. They develop their understanding of line and tone through their drawing 
based on the work of Gwen John. They explore colour mixing, experimenting with 
brush strokes as they imitate the style of Rousseau. 

 
288. Older KS2 pupils investigate light and shade. They use natural materials 

imaginatively, creating arrangements with seaside items for observational 
drawing using pastels and charcoal effectively. 

 
289. Pupils explore ways of combining a variety of media to produce imaginative art 

work. For example, they download an image on to a white board and sketch, 
creating the effects of light by shading in pencil. They link art successfully with 
other aspects of the curriculum as their thoughtful collages on war and peace 
demonstrate. 

 
290. KS2 pupils have a good understanding of the visual language of art.  

 
291. Pupils in both key stages are motivated to work creatively. They work 

collaboratively and are progressively encouraged to discuss and evaluate their 
work.   

 
292. Opportunities to work with professional artists such as a weaver enrich pupils’ 

experiences and succeed in extending their skills. The more able and talented 
artist project also enhances standards. 
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Shortcomings 

 
293. There are no discernible shortcomings. 

 
 
Music 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 1 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 2 

 
Good and Outstanding Features 

 
294. The quality of singing is very good in both key stages. Pupils display enjoyment 

when they sing hymns in morning assemblies and sing accurately with very good 
pitch, diction and dynamics. They know a wide range of songs in many styles. 
Pupils, progressively across KS2, sing in two and three parts, sustaining their 
part as dynamics and tempo vary. The quality of school performances, such as 
the Cantata for Christmas, is outstanding. 

 
295. Older pupils in KS1 display a good sense of rhythm as they clap and experiment 

with rhythmic patterns. They sing confidently in a round and experiment with 
dynamics and tempo. 

 
296. In KS2, pupils regard themselves as composers as they respond to a poem, 

considering tempo, dynamics and accompaniment. They work very well 
collaboratively and compose group compositions using voice along with body and 
percussion accompaniment. They identify how the voice and instruments can be 
used to communicate a mood or effect. They listen critically to the performance of 
others and appraise their performance with the aid of a self-evaluation prompt 
sheet. 

 
297. Younger pupils in KS2 name different types of music and listen appreciatively. 

They identify instruments, compare tempo and accompaniment and have a sound 
understanding of a range of musical terms. They listen to and appraise the work 
of some classical composers, for example Saint-Saens and William Mathias. 

 
298. Pupils in Y3 and Y4 compose using both colour and graphic notation and their 

recordings display an ability to improvise and to explore a variety of instruments.  
 

299. Pupils across KS2 follow notation and by Y6 show a very good knowledge of 
musical elements and are aware of the duration of a quaver, crotchet, minim and 
semibreve. They develop outstanding appraisal skills.  

 
300. The school orchestra practices regularly and combined with the enthusiasm of 

the pupils, enable outstanding standards to be achieved. Members of the 
recorder club show very good control, maintaining two parts and a steady beat. 

 
301. Pupils’ performing skills are enhanced with opportunities to perform in front of 

peers and they take their music out to the community. They extend their 
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knowledge through workshops with, for example, the Welsh College of Music and 
Drama, a Welsh folk group and a South African musician 

 
Shortcomings 

 
302. No significant shortcomings were observed.  

 
 
Physical education 
 
Grade 2: Good features with no important shortcomings       Key Stage 1 

Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings                    Key Stage 2 

 
Good and Outstanding Features 

 
303. Y1 pupils are able to develop their performance of simple skills and readily 

respond to instructions. Pupils recognise and name body parts used in movement 
and balance, simple games and basic actions. Pupils show an increasing 
awareness of space away from others in which to work safely. Pupils take 
responsibility for taking apparatus out and putting it away. Many pupils develop 
their performance with a partner. 

 
304. Y2 pupils explore different activities with increasing confidence and control; their 

work shows improved techniques and movement. Pupils work safely and most 
recognise and follow the rules of an activity. Pupils respond to different stimuli 
and refine their actions. They communicate different moods and ideas in their 
dances. Many pupils are able to recognise and describe the changes that happen 
in their bodies during exercise. 

 
305. Some Y3 pupils show good control in their movements with improved tension and 

shape. Pupils improve their performance through practising their skills of take off, 
flight and landing and through linking a series of actions. 

 
306. Some Y4 pupils make simple judgements about their own and others’ 

performance; a few pupils use this information to improve the quality and variety 
of their work. Some pupils’ linked actions flow smoothly showing improved 
tension and shape, and many recognise and describe the changes in their bodies 
during exercise. 

 
307. In Y5, pupils develop their creative dance skills through repetition and evaluation 

against set criteria. They think about how their actions in gymnastics can be 
linked and adapt their work based upon critical comment. In games they apply 
their ball skills within small games and understand basic tactics. Pupils try hard to 
further develop their athletic skills through observation of performance and by 
applying skills to different situations. 

 
308. Older pupils experience a wide range of physical activities through games, 

including netball, cricket, hockey, football and rugby. Pupils experience practising 
and performing with professional theatre companies, and photographic evidence 
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shows pupils exploring different moods and ideas and expressing these through a 
variety of movements and rhythmic responses that show control and sensitivity. 
Swimming skills are developed throughout KS2, with most pupils able to swim 
confidently by the end of KS2. 

 
309. In Y6, pupils develop skills of movement and balance; they further develop their 

games skills in relation to marking an opponent and defending. In dance they 
respond to a wider range of stimuli and refinement of control in performance. 
Many show knowledge and understanding of the skills required and make simple 
judgements about their own and others’ performance. Many pupils give reasons 
for the effects of exercise on the body and they understand the importance of 
exercise 

 
Shortcomings 

 
310. Older pupils in KS2 do not use information about performance in an analytical 

way to improve their effectiveness and the quality of their own and others’ 
performance. 

 
311. Older pupils in KS2 do not refine skills to improve performance. 

 
312. Many younger pupils in KS2 lack tension, precision, control and accuracy in their 

individual and linked movements in gymnastics. 
 
 

Religious education 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 1 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features         Key Stage 2 

 
Good and Outstanding Features 

 
313. The school follows the LEAs agreed syllabus for religious education. Pupils 

across KS1 and KS2 develop thinking and learning skills through their study of 
world religions and are open-minded and positive towards people with different 
beliefs. They think about important questions that arise from religion and human 
life. These are all outstanding features of the school. 

 
314. Pupils in both key stages demonstrate a good understanding of Christian values 

and celebrations. Their awareness of the importance of these is enhanced by the 
visits of local clergy and visits to local places of worship. 

 
315. Across KS1 pupils show a good knowledge of Christian celebrations and of 

Judaism. Y1 pupils understand their own uniqueness and have a sense of being 
special. Pupils in Y2 explore questions related to the creation of the world and 
discuss places of worship.  

 
316. Younger pupils in KS2 recall events in the life of Jesus and have a very good 

understanding of the symbols of Christianity. This is an outstanding feature. As 
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they learn about Jesus and his disciples they discuss the qualities of leadership. 
They sequence the life of Muhammad. 

 
317. As Y4 and Y5 pupils discuss the five pillars of Islam and quotations from the 

Qur’an they consider the meaning of charity. They know that people have 
different beliefs and values and that these can have an effect upon how people 
lead their lives. 

 
318. Pupils are encouraged to explore and express their own beliefs and values. By 

holding a ceremony in class, Y6 pupils develop a good understanding of the 
significance of one of the rules of Hinduism and show empathy as they discuss 
and make decisions about responsibilities. Their thoughtful ideas are prioritised 
as a class. 

 
319. Pupils exhibit a good understanding of right and wrong. They discuss moral 

issues and their ability to express opinions and share feelings is well developed. 
 

320. Pupils make very good use of their writing skills to record their observations and 
experiences. They talk about the meaning of prayer and show empathy with 
issues such as poverty and homelessness. Older pupils compose thoughtful 
prayers such as those written following the Tsunami disaster. These are 
outstanding features. 

 
Shortcomings 

 
321. No significant shortcomings were observed. 
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School's response to the inspection 
 
 
The Governing Body, staff and pupils of  Cwrt Rawlin Primary are extremely proud of 
the report resulting from the recent inspection of the school. We feel the statement 
‘Cwrt Rawlin Primary is a very good school with many outstanding features’ reflects 
the hard work, dedication and professional commitment of everyone associated with 
the school since it was formed in September 2001. 
 
We are particularly pleased that we were awarded 6 grade 1’s in the 7 key questions, 
thus raising the school’s own judgement (in 3 of the key areas) from grade 2 to grade 
1. 
 
The report confirms our commitment to ensure that pupils are given challenging 
opportunities in an environment where all pupils are catered for. ‘Most lessons 
present high levels of challenge and motivation for pupils, tasks are appropriately 
matched to pupils’ abilities and understanding and demanding work is provided to 
meet the needs of the many able pupils in the school’. In addition, we are particularly 
pleased that the report identifies the effective use of key skills in all subjects. 
 
The school prides itself on the wide range of opportunities and experiences that 
enrich the curriculum for all pupils. We are very pleased that this very important 
aspect of school life has been recognised by the Inspectors. ‘The overall quality and 
range of learning experiences made available to pupils is outstanding and are 
equally accessible to all’. 
 
The care, guidance and support of all pupils has been recognised in the report as an 
outstanding feature. We are proud that this commitment to the full development of 
every child in all aspects of school life has been acknowledged. In addition, we are 
also pleased that our commitment to equal opportunities, to pupils’ strong sense of 
citizenship, to their awareness of the global community and their sound 
understanding of sustainable development are areas that feature strongly in the 
report. 
 
Within the school’s development planning cycle the head teacher, staff and 
governors will ensure that the recommendations outlined in the report will be 
addressed accordingly. We will aim to improve on the already high standards 
identified in the report, continue to ensure that pupils are appropriately challenged, 
while involving them further in self-evaluation and target-setting processes. 
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Appendix A 
 
Basic information about the school 
 
Name of shool Cwrt Rawlin Primary School 
School type Primary 
Age-range of pupils 3-11 
Address of school 
 
 

Cae Meillion 
Caerphilly 

Post-code CF83 1SN 
Telephone number 02920 807070 
Headteacher Mr. T. J. Cole 
Date of appointment 01.09.2001 
Chair of governors/ 
Appropriate authority 

Mr. J Fussell 
Caerphilly 

Reporting inspector Mr. David Thorley 
Dates of inspection 23-26th May 2005 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
 

School data and indicators 
 
Number of pupils in each year group 
Year group N (fte) R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Total 
Number of 
pupils 

21.5 42 43 50 35 35 24 22 272.5 

 
Total number of teachers 
 Full-time Part-time Full-time equivalent (fte) 
Number of 
teachers 

11 0 11.0 

 
Staffing information  
Pupil: teacher (fte) ratio (excluding nursery and special classes) 25:1 
Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in nursery classes 11:1 
Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in special classes - 
Average class size, excluding nursery and special classes 28 
Teacher (fte): class ratio 1.1:1 

 
 

Percentage attendance for three complete terms prior to inspection 
Term R KS1 KS2 Whole School 
Summer 2004 89.9 92.1 94.3 93.0 
Autumn 2004 95.8 95.5 96.0 95.7 
Spring 2005 93.3 93.0 93.9 93.4 

 
Percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals 0 
Number of pupils excluded during 12 months prior to inspection 0 
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Appendix C 
 

 
National Curriculum Assessment Results 
End of Key Stage 1: 

 
 
National Curriculum Assessment KS1 Results 2004 Number of pupils in 

Y2: 
36 

  D W 1 2 3 
English:   Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 14 40 46 

  National 0 4 14 63 20 
En: reading Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 11 43 46 

  National 0 4 14 55 27 
En: writing Teacher 

Assessment  
School 0 0 14 60 26 

  National 0 5 14 69 11 
En: speaking and 
listening 

Teacher 
Assessment 

School 0 0 9 31 60 

  National 0 3 12 63 22 
Mathematics Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 9 40 51 

  National 0 2 11 63 24 
Science Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 9 29 63 

  National 0 2 10 66 22 
 
  
Percentage of pupils attaining at least level 2 in mathematics, science and English 
or Welsh (first language) according to teacher assessment 
In the school 83% In Wales 79% 
 
D Pupils who have been disapplied from the statutory arrangements 
W Pupils who are working towards level 1 
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National Curriculum Assessment Results 
End of Key Stage 2: 

 
 
National Curriculum Assessment KS2 Results 
2004 

Number of pupils 
in Y6 

24 

   D A F W 1 2 3 4 5 
English Teacher 

assessment 
School 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 50 25 

  National 0 0 0 0 1 6 16 45 31 

 Test/Task School 0 0 0 0 0 0 12.5 50 37.5 

  National 0 2 1 0 0 5 12 38 40 

Mathematics Teacher 
assessment  

School 0 0 0 0 0 0 20.8 41.7 37.5 

  National 0 0 0 0 0 4 19 46 30 

 Test/Task School 0 0 0 0 0 4 17 33 46 

  National 0 2 1 0 0 4 18 42 33 

Science Teacher 
assessment 

School 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 29.2 45.8 

  National 0 0 0 0 0 2 13 49 35 

 Test/Task School 0 0 0 0 0 4 54 42 96 

  National 0 2 0 0 0 1 9 48 39 

 
 
Percentage of pupils attaining at least level 4 in mathematics, science, and either 
English or Welsh (first language) 
by Teacher Assessment  by Test 
In the school 75% In the school 80% 
In Wales 70% In Wales 71% 
 
D Pupils who are excepted under statutory arrangements from part or all of the National Curriculum 
A Pupils who have failed to register a level because of absence 
F Pupils who have failed to register a level for reasons other than absence 
W Pupils who are working towards level 1 
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Appendix D 
 
 
Evidence base of the inspection 
 

• A team of four inspectors, who were present at the school for 13 inspector 
days, carried out the inspection. 

• Pre-inspection meetings were held with parents and the GB to discuss the life 
and work of the school. 

• 42 questionnaires were completed by parents and carefully analysed. 
• Discussions were held with the head and staff with responsibilities, and 

support staff. 
• School documentation and samples of pupils’ work were examined. 
• 31 lessons were observed and graded for standards of achievement and 

quality of teaching; a further 9 lessons were graded for standards of 
achievement. 

• Samples of pupils’ work from across the ability range in each year group 
were examined. 

• Inspectors listened to and questioned a sample of pupils from each year 
about their work and life in the school. 

• Pupils’ behaviour was observed in lessons and break periods, at lunchtime 
and at the beginning and end of school sessions. 

• Inspectors attended assemblies and observed extra-curricular activities. 
• Post inspection meetings were held with the head, staff and the GB. 
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Appendix E 
 
 
 
Composition and responsibilities of the inspection team 
 

Team member Responsibilities 

Mr. David Thorley 
Registered Inspector 

Context 
Summary and recommendations 
Key Question 1  
Key Question 2 
Key Question 5 
Key Question 6 
Contributions to Key Questions 3, 4 
and 7 
Science 
Design technology 
Information technology 
Physical education 

Mrs. Pat Carr 
Team Inspector 

Contributions to Key Questions 
1,2,3,4,5,6. 
Key Question 7 
Provision for under-fives 
Mathematics 
History 
Geography 

Mrs. Marian Thomas 
Team Inspector 

Contributions to Key Questions 
1,2,5,6,7 
Key Question 3 and 4 
English 
Welsh second language 
Music 
Art 
Religious education 

Mrs. Caterina Lewis 
Lay Inspector 

Contributions to Key Questions 1, 3, 4 
and 7 
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The inspection team would like to thank the governors, head, staff and pupils for 
their co-operation and courtesy throughout the inspection. 
 
 

Contractor 
Celtic Inspection Services Unit 
UWIC 
Cyncoed Road 
Cardiff 
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Cwrt Rawlin was inspected as part of a national programme of school inspection.  
The purpose is to identify good features and shortcomings in schools in order that 
they may improve the quality of education offered and raise the standards 
achieved by their pupils.  The inspection of all schools within a six-year cycle is 
also designed to give parents more information about their child’s school.  A copy 
of this summary is sent to every family with a child at the school.  The full report 
can be obtained from the school.  
 
The inspection of Cwrt Rawlin took place between 23rd and 26th May 2005.  An 
independent team of inspectors, led by Mr. David Thorley undertook the 
inspection.  Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, the National 
Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection. 
 
The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality 
of education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management 
and the contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development.  This summary report may be reproduced for non-
commercial educational purposes but only as a whole and provided it is 
reproduced verbatim without adaptation and the source and date thereof are 
stated. 
 
The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as 
follows: 
 
 Grade 1 good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings 
 Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings 
 Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
 Grade 5 many important shortcomings 
 

 1
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Year groups and key stages 
 
Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of 
compulsory schooling to 18 years age.  This system emphasises the importance of 
continuity and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and 
LEAs. 
 
The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who 
attain the age of 5 during the academic year.  Year 1 refers to the year group of 
pupils who attain the age of 6 during the academic year and so on.  Year 13 is the 
year group of students who attain the age of 18 during the academic year. 
 
Primary phase: 
 

Year R Y 1 Y 2 Y 3 Y 4 Y 5 Y 6 
Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11 

 
Secondary phase: 
 

Year Y 7 Y 8 Y 9 Y 10 Y 11 Y 12 Y 13 
Ages 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 

 
The national curriculum covers four key stages as follows: 
 

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2 
Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6 
Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9 
Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11 

 
The GB is responsible for amending its current development plan to incorporate 
action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of receiving the 
report, showing what the school is going to do about the recommendations. This 
plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at the school. 
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LIST OF ACRONYMS USED IN THE REPORT 

 
 
SEN – Special Educational Needs 

 
   IT – Information technology 
 

GB – Governing Body 
    
WAG – Welsh Assembly Government 
 
KS – Key Stage 
 
ICT – Information and Communications Technology 
 
NC – National Curriculum 
 
CSI – Core Subject Indicator 

 
RE – Religious education 
 
PSE – Personal and Social Education 
 
CoP – Code of Practice 
 
IEP – Individual Education Plan 
 
LEA – Local Education Authority 
 
SDP – School Development Plan 

 
NAW – National Assembly for Wales 
 
BBC – British Broadcasting Corporation 

 
Y – Year 
 
DT – Design technology 
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Context 
 
 
The nature of the provider 
 
1. Cwrt Rawlin Primary School, with 272 pupils aged 3 to 11 years of age, is 

situated near the town of Caerphilly. Most pupils live in the immediate locality. 
The school reports that the area from which most are drawn is economically 
advantaged; 0% are entitled to free school meals which is substantially lower than 
the all-Wales average of 19%. Around 10% of pupils are identified as receiving 
SEN support, including four with statements. The spoken language at home of 
almost all pupils is English; 5% of pupils come from ethnic minority backgrounds. 
The school opened in September 2001. The modern building has a multi-purpose 
hall, community room, IT suite, library and ten classrooms. Externally there are 
separate play areas for nursery, infant and junior pupils. Admissions into the 
school are controlled by Caerphilly LEA. 

 
2. The new school was built to serve the needs of a new community in Castle View. 

A GB was formed in 2000 to appoint all staff and initiate the strategic planning for 
the school. All aspects of teaching and assessment, curriculum planning, support, 
care and guidance, partnerships, leadership and management, evaluation, and 
resource development have had to be established in a short timescale. Pupils 
who entered the new school at its opening joined from around 21 different 
schools.  

 
The school’s priorities and targets 
 
3. The mission statement for the school states that the school aims:  
 

• To establish a centre of excellence where high standards and quality 
permeates throughout and where there is a commitment to the full 
development of every child. 

 
4. The school’s main priorities for 2004-2005 include to: 
 

• review the science provision; 
• raise standards in mathematics; 
• provide high quality learning experiences through the teaching of 

history; 
• introduce the Forest Schools Initiative into the early foundation phase; 
• improve the writing opportunities through the medium of Welsh; 
• evaluate the effectiveness of learning support provision; 
• develop an inclusive school; 
• continue to develop Healthy Schools initiatives; 
• introduce the Remodelling Workforce Agreement; 
• further develop library resources; 
• further develop the work of the School Council. 

 
5. This is the first inspection of the school. 
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Summary  
 
6. Crwt Rawlin is a very good school with many outstanding features, particularly in 

relation to the high percentage of good and very good teaching made available to 
pupils and the good and very good standards achieved. Pupils’ attitudes to 
learning, the interest they show in their work and their ability to sustain 
concentration are outstanding features. Overall, very good behaviour, positive 
attitudes and relationships are evident throughout the school. Clear direction, 
effective strategic management and a commitment to improving standards that 
builds upon a very good provision for early years children are further outstanding 
features of the school. Pupils are offered a wide range of learning experiences 
and their key skills are very good. The care, support and guidance of all pupils 
are also very good and available resources are used wellto raise standards. 

 
Table of grades awarded 
 
7. The inspection team judged the school’s work as follows: 
 
 
Key question 
 

Inspection 
grade 

1 How well do learners achieve? 1 

2 How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 1 

3 How well do the learning experiences meet the needs 
and interests of learners and the wider community? 1 

4 How well are learners cared for, guided and 
supported? 1 

5 How effective are leadership and strategic 
management? 

1 

6 How well do leaders and managers evaluate and 
improve quality and standards? 3 

7 How efficient are leaders and managers in using 
resources? 1 

 
Standards 
 
8. Overall, pupils’ standards of achievement in the areas of learning and subjects 

inspected are as follows: 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Pupils’ standards of 
achievement in the 
subjects inspected 

64% 31% 5% 0% 0% 

 
9. Pupils’ standards of achievement in lessons are well above the WAG 2004 all-

Wales targets for at least 95% of standards to be Grade 3 or above and for 50% 
to be Grade 2 or above. This is an outstanding feature of the school. 

 
10. The overall quality of the educational provision for the under-fives is appropriate 

to their needs and the children are making very good progress towards the 
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Desirable Outcomes for Children’s Learning. Baseline assessments indicate that 
attainment on entry is above average for many children. The standards of 
achievement of the children underfive are as follows: 

 

Area of Learning Inspection Grade 

Language, literacy and communication Grade 1 

Personal and social education Grade 1 

Mathematical development Grade 1 

Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 1 

Creative development Grade 1 

Physical development  Grade 1 

 
11. In KS1 and KS2 the standards of achievement are as follows: 
 

 

Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

English Grade 1 Grade 1 

Mathematics Grade 1 Grade 1 

Science Grade 1 Grade 1 

Welsh second language Grade 3 Grade 3 

Design technology Grade 2 Grade 1 

Information technology Grade 2 Grade 1 

History Grade 1 Grade 2 

Geography Grade 1 Grade 2 

Art Grade 1 Grade 1 

Music Grade 1 Grade 1 

Physical education Grade 2 Grade 3 

Religious education Grade 1 Grade 1 

12. Pupils with SEN make very good progress and achieve the targets set for them. 
 
13. Pupils’ standards and progress in the key skills of speaking, listening, reading, 

writing, numeracy and ICT are very good. This is an outstanding feature of the 
school. Pupils make very good use of these key skills in all subjects. Pupils’ 
bilingual competence is underdeveloped. 
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14. Pupils succeed equally well regardless of their social, ethnic or linguistic 

background. 
  

15. At the end of KS1, as an average of the last three years’ national assessments, 
pupils’ attainment in the NC core subjects of English, mathematics and science 
are above national averages. However, results are below the average in all core 
subjects when compared with similar schools across Wales. Boys outperform 
girls and their resultsare well above national averages in all NC core subjects; 
girls’ results are above national averages in mathematics and science, and are 
below in English. 

  
16. At the end of KS2, as an average of the last three years’ national assessments, 

pupils’ attainments in the NC core subjects were above the national average in 
English, science and the CSI, and just below in mathematics. Results are, 
however, below the average in all the core subjects when compared with similar 
schools across Wales. Girls outperform boys in English, mathematics and CSI 
and are equal to boys in science. Girls’ results are above the national average in 
English and the CSI, well above in science and below in mathematics. Boys’ 
results are above the national average in English, well above in science and the 
CSI and equal in mathematics. 

 
17. Most pupils are eager to learn, respond enthusiastically to questions and apply 

their knowledge, understanding and skills effectively to new situations. This 
enthusiasm combines with a clear understanding by most pupils of what they are 
doing, how well they are progressing and what they need to do in order to further 
improve. Very good progress is achieved and pupils are well-placed to move on 
to the next stage of their learning. This is an outstanding feature of the school. 

  
18. Overall, pupils are well behaved in and around the school. Good behaviour and 

positive attitudes and relationships are particularly evident during breaktimes and 
lunchtimes. The staff have good relationships with pupils. Pupils are friendly and 
courteous. This responsible attitude has a positive effect on the progress they 
make in most lessons.  

 
19. The average rate of attendance for the three terms prior to the inspection was 

94%. Absences are caused mainly by sickness. However, despite the school’s 
best efforts the overall rate is affected by an increasing number of family holidays 
in term time. Almost all the pupils arrive on time at the start of the day.  

 
20. Pupils work well independently and with others and make very good progress in 

their personal, social, moral and wider development. They show concern for 
others, take responsibility for their actions and show honesty and fairness. These 
are outstanding features of the school. 

 
21. Pupils have a very good understanding of equal opportunity issues; these 

concepts are embedded in the culture of the school.  
 
22. Pupils develop a strong sense of citizenship within the school community and 

extend this through taking part in community events. Pupils take an active part in 
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the life and work of the school; they are consulted about many aspects and are 
involved in making decisions.  

 
23. Pupils’ awareness of the global community is enhanced through their support of 

charities. 
 
The quality of education and training 
 
24. In the lessons observed, the quality of teaching was judged as follows: 
 
Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
45% 39% 13% 3% - 
 
25. The quality of teaching in lessons is above the WAG 2003 all-Wales targets for at 

least 90% of standards to be Grade 3 or above and is well above the target for 
50% to be Grade 2 or above. This is an outstanding feature of the school. 

 
26. Most lessons present high levels of challenge and motivation for pupils, tasks are 

appropriately matched to pupils’ abilities and understanding, and a wide range of 
strategies are used effectively to support learning. In most lessons, teachers 
ensure that all pupils contribute to learning and appropriate time is provided for 
the completion of tasks. 

 
27. Teachers exercise authority calmly and fairly, and stress the importance of self-

discipline. In most lessons, this is effective. The majority of lessons have a good 
pace, engage and maintain pupils’ interests, and provide frequent opportunities 
for independent work. Overall, teachers are very effective in supporting and 
managing pupils. 

 
28. Most teachers in KS1 and KS2 have a very good understanding of the NC, the 

RE syllabus and the PSE framework. Teachers in early years have a very good 
understanding of the Desirable Outcomes for Children’s Learning. Most teaching 
is planned and delivered well. A wide range of teaching strategies is used when 
explaining new work to pupils, and skilful questioning is employed to ensure their 
understanding. Teachers are very effective in providing demanding work to meet 
the needs of the many able pupils in the school. 

 
29. All lessons have clear objectives set by teachers and these are communicated 

well to pupils. Most lessons are introduced clearly and concisely. Teachers’ 
questioning of pupils is detailed and probes effectively their understanding. 
Plenary sessions within lessons ensure that pupils understand lesson objectives 
and offer opportunities for them to judge the success of their work. 

  
30. Most teachers use appropriate resources, and some teachers are particularly 

skilful in their use of adapted resources to support those pupils with SEN. Overall, 
the deployment of support teachers and other adults to work with individual and 
small groups of pupils with SEN is effective. The support given to a minority of 
distracted pupils in some lessons is less effective. 
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31. Orderly classroom routine in most lessons provides a structure for pupils to learn 

effectively. Homework is valued and integrated into the learning experiences of 
pupils. 

  
32. In a small minority of lessons, teaching is less effective. The lack of opportunity 

for independent work by pupils, together with ineffective management of some 
pupils and insecure subject knowledge, are the main shortcomings. 

  
33. All teachers promote equal opportunities effectively. They also address well 

issues of gender, race and disability. Teachers provide few opportunities for 
pupils to work bilingually and do not make use of pupils’ knowledge and skills in 
both languages to enhance them further. 

  
34. In most lessons, the learning of pupils of all abilities is monitored and reviewed 

well. 
 
35. Teachers regularly and accurately use a range of assessment criteria to evaluate 

learners’ achievements and progress. This is more effective in NC core subjects 
than it is in foundation subjects. The collation and analysis of assessment findings 
is thorough and useful. Teachers and pupils understand the assessment 
procedures. Portfolios and samples of work are being developed to support 
teachers in the assessment of standards achieved. Annual reports are clear, 
systematic, consistent and useful; agreed targets guide pupils toward aspects of 
learning required to improve their skills and understanding. 

 
36. Assessment procedures do not meet recommended requirements for best 

practice in respect of NC foundation subjects. Baseline assessment in early years 
provides a useful starting point against which to measure pupils’ progress. The 
arrangements for assessing and recording the achievement for pupils with SEN 
are very good and have full regard for the CoP. Findings are used effectively to 
record achievements and identify development targets. 

 
37. Pupils’ work is marked regularly and accurately, and includes guidance toward 

promoting improvement in learning. In many lessons, the quality of feedback to 
pupils is detailed and focuses upon the individual’s needs within the context of the 
lesson’s objectives. In the best examples of feedback, pupils are encouraged to 
assess their own performance and strive for improvement. Many pupils 
understand what they need to do to improve their work and make good progress. 

 
38. National assessments are reported to parents at the end of both key stages. 

Annual reports are mainly based on textual descriptions of pupils’ achievements; 
these are supported by agreed targets for development. Two parents’ evenings 
are scheduled annually to allow discussion of matters relevant to learning and 
progress; these are attended well. 

 
39. The overall quality and range of learning experiences made available to pupils is 

outstanding and are equally accessible to all. 
 
40. The curriculum is broad and relevant, complies with legal requirements and 

meets the needs of all pupils. Clear policy documents and good schemes of work 
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for each subject help ensure continuity and progression. Short term planning is 
very well focussed and includes clear aims for teaching sessions. 

 
41. Standards and pupils’ experiences are enhanced by the provision of extra-

curricular activities, both sporting and cultural. The range of opportunities to 
develop competency in the performing arts is an outstanding feature of the 
school. 

 
42. The school has strong links with the local church and provision for spiritual 

development is good. Provision for moral development is very good. Pupils have 
a clear sense of what is right and wrong and interact courteously and confidently 
with peers and adults. This is promoted well by a positive ethos with emphasis on 
strong values. Provision for social development is very good. Opportunities to 
work collaboratively are provided regularly across all subject areas. Provision for 
cultural development is very good. Pupils are introduced to a broad range of 
activities in most subjects and they develop an appreciation of their own and 
other cultures. 

 
43. The school has very good links with the community and other educational 

establishments that do much to enhance the personal development of all pupils. 
 
44. The Curriculum Cymreig is  promoted well across a range of curricular areas. 

Opportunities are also provided for pupils to learn about Welsh heritage and 
culture through a broad spectrum of interesting school visits and visitors.  

 
45. There are effective policies and procedures in place to promote equal access and 

opportunity for all. Pupils show great respect for each other in their work and 
play.    

 
46. Pupils develop a sound understanding of sustainable development. Opportunities 

for pupils to develop the skills required to support economic development is good. 
The school gives good attention to national priorities for lifelong learning and 
community regeneration. 

 
47. The standard of care, guidance and support for pupils is outstanding. Pupils are 

always given the opportunity to express their opinions and feelings and feel 
secure as learners. The school is committed to providing very high standards of 
personal and social education. The youngest children in the early years settle in 
well and are happy and secure in their work and play. There are good links with 
the local secondary schools. There are effective policies and procedures to 
support good attendance, punctuality and behaviour. The school has a range of 
policies and strategies in place to ensure the health and safety of pupils.  

 
48. The quality of provision for pupils with SEN is good. Pupils with SEN are identified 

at an early stage and assessment of their needs is thorough and reviewed 
regularly. The IEPs identify realistic achievable steps for individual pupils. Parents 
are involved at all stages of the identification process and are encouraged to take 
an active role in meetings about their children’s progress and achievements. The 
school works in collaboration with LEA initiatives to support pupils with SEN and 
values the provision and expertise made available through outside agencies. 
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Additional resources are directed toward SEN provision and reflect the positive 
and constructive attitude by all within the school to those with learning difficulties.  

 
49. Deployment of support staff to assist the very small number of pupils whose 

behaviour impedes their own progress and that of other pupils is less effective. 
 
50. Pupils develop an awareness of equal opportunity issues through learning about 

the diversity of beliefs and social and cultural traditions in the wider society. This 
is an outstanding feature of the school. The school is very effective in ensuring 
equality of opportunity for its pupils. The school has well-planned and 
documented procedures for dealing with race equality and disability 
discrimination. 

 
Leadership and management  
 
51. The quality of leadership shown by the head teacher, deputy head teacher and 

senior staff is very good. There is a clear sense of purpose and direction that sets 
high expectations and promotes and sustains improvements. This is an 
outstanding feature of the school. Shared values and clear aims, which promote 
equality of opportunity for all, are focused on pupils’ needs and are understood 
and implemented by staff and governors. 

  
52. The school, in conjunction with the LEA, agrees targets for end-of-key-stage 

national assessments. These accurately estimate pupils’ anticipated 
performance. Individual pupil targets are developed in collaboration with parents. 
The impact of target setting in raising standards is more effective in NC core 
subjects than in foundation subjects. 

 
53. Appraisal arrangements for monitoring the performance of teachers and 

identifying development targets meet statutory requirements and are linked to the 
SDP. This process of professional development continues to improve standards 
and the quality of teaching. 

  
54. The GB carries out its responsibilities effectively in terms of strategic planning 

and to maintain and enhance the quality of education. This is an outstanding 
feature of the school. Governors are well-informed about the standards achieved 
and progress made by pupils. The GB complies fully with regulatory and legal 
requirements. 

 
55. The head and curriculum co-ordinators are well-informed about performance in 

NC core subjects. Developing high standards in these subjects has been the 
priority of leaders and managers in the short period of time since the school 
opened. Co-ordinators of foundation subjects are less well informed about pupil 
performance. 

 
56. The self-evaluation process is at an early stage of development within the 

strategic planning for the school. Leaders are clear about using quality assurance 
procedures and measurable data to plan for improvement. 
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57. A culture of self-evaluation is developing, incorporating all involved in the school 

to ensure effective planning for improvement. 
 
58. Clear priorities have been identified within the SDP. These are not, however, 

linked into the cycle of self-evaluation and school development. 
 
59. The school uses its resources effectively in addressing its identified priorities 

within a realistic timescale.  
 
60. Quantifiable targets have been set to enable leaders to undertake effectively 

evaluation of improvement in standards in NC core subjects. However, the use of 
quantifiable success criteria is underdeveloped and limits the ability to show that 
actions taken have resulted in measurable improvements. 

 
61. Pupils are well-supported by an effective team of experienced and qualified 

teachers. Overall, teachers have the knowledge and expertise to teach all 
aspects of the school curriculum. They work well together and show a strong 
commitment to the development of the school. Support staff are suitably qualified 
and are, overall, deployed effectively. Support staff also provide appropriate help 
for pupils with SEN; however, training needs are not developed. Support 
provision for children in reception classes is under-resourced.  

 
62. A full-time and a part-time administrative assistant ensure that the day-to-day 

running of the school is effective. 
 
63. The quality and quantity of resources are very good for the under fives and for all 

NC subjects. There is adequate accommodation for the number of pupils 
currently on roll. The school building has an appropriate security system. 
Attractive displays of pupils’ work celebrate their achievements, enhance the 
school’s interior and provide a stimulating learning environment. The school is 
cleaned and maintained to a high standard. 

 
64. Performance management systems are in place and are effective in identifying 

continuous professional development needs. 
 
65. The resource implications for development are identified within the SDP.  The 

process of self-evaluation is not yet linked into the identified priorities and 
resource implications of the SDP. 

 
66. The GB undertakes its role of managing of resources effectively. The substantial 

budget surplus is earmarked for the provision of an additional classroom and 
community room.  

 
67. Overall, the school achieves very good value for money. 
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Recommendations 
 
 
In order to improve the school in the areas inspected, the staff and GB need to: 
 
R1 address the shortcomings set out within the key questions and subjects; 
 
R2 raise standards in Welsh second language and extend opportunities to 

enhance the bilingual competence of pupils; 
 
R3 further develop assessment in foundation subjects to meet recommended 

best practice requirements; 
 
R4 further develop the role of managers in the self-evaluation process and the 

use of quantifiable success criteria in the SDP. 
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