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Ysgol Cynwyd Sant was inspected as part of a national programme of school
inspection. The purpose is to identify good features and shortcomings in schools
in order that they may improve the quality of education offered and raise the
standards achieved by their pupils. The inspection of all schools within a six-year
cycle is also designed to give parents more information about their child’s school.
A copy of this summary is sent to every family with a child at the school. The full
report can be obtained from the school.

The inspection of Ysgol Cynwyd Sant took place between June 13th and June
16th 2005. An independent team of inspectors, led by Mrs Eleri Betts, undertook
the inspection. Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, the National
Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection.

The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality
of education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management
and the contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development. This summary report may be reproduced for non-
commercial educational purposes but only as a whole and provided it is
reproduced verbatim without adaptation and the source and date thereof are
stated.

The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as
follows:

Grade 1 good with outstanding features

Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings

Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings

Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas
Grade 5 many important shortcomings

There are three types of inspection.

For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions.

For short inspections, there is no subject report.

For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects.

For full inspections, there are also reports on all subjects.

Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the basis of its
past performance. Most schools receive a standard inspection. All special schools,

pupil referral units and any new or amalgamated schools receive a full inspection.

This school received a standard inspection
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Year groups and key stages

Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of
compulsory schooling to 18 years age. This system emphasises the importance of
continuity and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and
LEAs.

The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who
attain the age of 5 during the academic year. Year 1 refers to the year group of
pupils who attain the age of 6 during the academic year and so on. Year 13 is the
year group of students who attain the age of 18 during the academic year.

Primary phase:

Year |R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y 4 Y5 Y 6
Ages |4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11

Secondary phase:

Year [Y7 [Y8 [Y9 [Y10 [Y11 [Yi12 [Y13
Ages | 11-12 [12-13 [13-14 |14-15 | 15-16 | 16-17 | 17-18

The national curriculum covers four key stages as follows:

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2
Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6
Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9
Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11

The governing body is responsible for changing its development plan to incorporate
the implementation of action points in response to the recommendations within 5
working days of receiving the report, demonstrating how the school intends dealing
with the recommendations. This plan or a summary of it will be distributed to all
parents.



Report By Mrs E. Betts
Ysgol Cynwyd Sant — June 2005

List of abbreviations in alphabetical order.

ACCAC Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales
(Awdurdod Cymwysterau, Cwricwlwm ac Asesu Cymru)

CoP Code of Practice

CSl Core Subject Indicator

EBP Education Business Partnership
GB Governing Body

ICT Information and Communications Technology
IEP Individual Education Plan
INSET In-Service Training

KS1 Key Stage 1

KS2 Key Stage 2

LEA Local Education Authority

NC National Curriculum

NOF New Opportunities Funding
PSE Personal and Social Education
PTA Parent-Teacher Association
SDP Special Educational Plan

SEN Special Educational Needs
WAG Wales Assembly Government

Y Year
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Context

\ The nature of the provider

1.

Ysgol Cynwyd Sant is located in the town of Maesteg. It is a Welsh medium
school which serves a wide area across the Llynfi and Upper Afan valleys
including the villages of Caerau, Nantyffyllon, Garth, Cwmfelin, Llangynwyd,
Coytrahen and the town of Maesteg. A number of pupils come from villages
outside the catchment area, such as Bryn and Tondu. The school notes that the
town of Maesteg and the school’s catchment area have changed over time and
that the catchment area now includes an Objective One area. The LEA is
Bridgend.

The school established itself in its current building, overlooking the town, in
1990, following a period of some forty years in Nantyffyllon. Part of the building
was used until recently by a youth club but in September 2003 the school
gained sole use of the building. The nursery class was moved to this part of the
building.

There are currently 319 pupils in the school, a figure which includes 49 pupils of
nursery age. Approximately 98% of pupils come from homes where Welsh is
not the first language. Around 17% of pupils claim free school meals and some
1% come from ethnic minority backgrounds. There are no pupils statemented
for SEN but 80 are on stages of the CoP.

The school was last inspected in April 1999 and awarded the Investors in
People award in February 2003 and the Basic Skills Quality Mark during March
2004.

| The school’s priorities and targets

The schools main objectives are to:

create a happy and safe environment where each child is given an opportunity
to reach his/her full potential;

provide pupils with a variety of experiences and opportunities so that they can
make knowledge-based decisions and choices in the future.

The school’s priorities for this year are to:

continue with programmes to refine the school’s policies, schemes of work and
monitoring, and raise standards in specific aspects of language, mathematics,
design and technology and music;

develop schemes and provision for key skills across the school;

develop aspects of the school’'s assessment system;

develop the school’s self-evaluation procedures;
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e develop the building by establishing a computer suite, ensuring access for
pupils with disabilities and dealing with the building’s maintenance issues;
¢ maintain the school’s close links and those further afield..

Summary

5. This school has committed teachers who work well as a team. They are
effectively and efficiently led by a firm and inspired head. There is a strong
community feeling within the school.

6. The inspection team agreed with the judgement made by the school in its self-
evaluation document in six out of the seven key questions.

7. The inspection team judged the work of the school as follows:

Table of grades awarded

. Inspection
Key question grade
How well do learners achieve? Grade 2
2 How effective are teaching, training and assessment? Grade 2
3 How well do the learning experiences meet the needs
: : : Grade 2
and interests of learners and the wider community?
4 How well are learners cared for, guided and
Grade 1
supported?
5 How effective are leadership and strategic
Grade 1
management?
6 How well do leaders and managers evaluate and
. : Grade 1
improve quality and standards?
7 How efficient are leaders and managers in using G
? rade 1
resources?
Standards
8. In general, standards in lessons observed are as follows:
Grade 1 | Grade 2 | Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

17% 62% 21% - -
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9. For under fives standards across the six areas of learning are as follows:

Nursery
Language, literacy and communication skills Grade 1
Mathematical development Grade 1
Personal and social development Grade 1
Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 1
Creative development Grade 1
Physical development Grade 1

Reception
Language, literacy and communication skills Grade 1
Personal and social development Grade 1
Mathematical development Grade 1
Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 1
Creative development Grade 1
Physical development Grade 1

10. Standards in KS1 and KS2 in the subjects inspected are as follows:

Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2

Welsh Grade 2 Grade 2

English Not applicable Grade 2

Science Grade 2 Grade 2

History Grade 2 Grade 3

Religious education Grade 2 Grade 2

11. Standards of achievement in lessons observed are far higher than WAG all-
Wales targets that, by 2007, 98% of standards should be satisfactory or better
(Grade 3) and 65% good or better (Grade 2).

12. The overall quality of the provision for under fives is appropriate to their needs
and children make good progress towards the Desirable Outcomes for
Children’s Learning.

13. Pupils with SEN make good progress and achieve appropriate standards,
attaining the targets set for them, and reach their potential.

14. In key skills standards for under fives are good with outstanding features. In

KS1 standards in key skills are good with no important shortcomings in
listening, speaking, reading, writing and numeracy and in ICT good features
outweigh shortcomings. In KS2, standards in speaking, reading, writing,
numeracy and ICT are good. Although standards in listening are generally
good, there are shortcomings in some classes with the result that pupils do not
always keep on task. Pupils’ bilingual fluency is good.
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16.
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Pupils’ personal and social skills develop well. Pupils, almost without
exception, are entirely sure of what is expected of them.

Pupils’ creative skills develop well and they solve problems successfully; their
entrepreneurial skills however, are less developed. Pupils’ awareness of the
importance of equal opportunities is good.

Results of teacher assessment at the end of KS1 over the last three years
show that pupils make significant progress since coming to the school.
Benchmarking shows that pupils compare fairly with county and national levels
although they are slightly below the average.

In KS2 results over the last four years show that pupils, by the time they reach
the end of KS2, compare very favourably when benchmarked against the LEA
and the national figure.

Pupils’ behaviour in whole-school collective worship is outstanding; they show
high levels of self-discipline and support for each other. When walking around
the building they are courteous and considerate. By the afternoon session the
behaviour of certain pupils in some classes deteriorates somewhat.

Although a small number of parents suggest that bullying occurs occasionally,
no indication was seen of oppressive behaviour during the inspection.
However, the school has appropriate systems in place to deal with pupils who
misbehave or bully.

Pupils’ attitudes to their work is good; almost without exception they respond
constructively to success and failure.

The majority of pupils are regularly present and the attendance figure during the
last three terms is 94%.

The quality of education and training

23.

In the lessons observed, the quality of teaching was judged as follows:

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

15% 69% 16% - -

24.

Where teaching was observed to be good and sometimes outstanding, clear
instructions were given, effective use was made of a wide range of resources
including ICT and of a variety of teaching strategies such as skilful questioning
techniques. Tasks developing independence, a clear focus on learning
objectives and appropriate summing up sessions were seen. Teachers plan
their lessons purposefully and share learning objectives with pupils at the
beginning of each activity. The teaching in under fives’ classes was consistently
good and often outstanding.
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In a number of Grade 3 lessons tasks were not sufficiently challenging nor
adequately differentiated for the age and ability within the class, and the pace of
lessons did not engage pupils’ full attention.

Pupils with SEN are taught effectively and they make good progress towards
their targets. They are skilfully supported by their teachers and their support
staff. There are good arrangements for teaching pupils who underachieve in
small groups.

There is a clear policy and comprehensive, organised and manageable
procedures for assessing pupils’ work. Teachers monitor and review pupils’
progress regularly.

Detailed records are kept of tracking individual pupils’ progress from the
baseline assessment to their progress in core and foundation subjects as they
progress through the school. Quantitative and personal targets are set for
pupils. Their work is marked regularly. Reports to parents, including reports for
under fives, comply with requirements.

The curriculum for under fives provides exciting opportunities to learn under the
direction of adults whilst also encouraging them to discover things for
themselves and develop curiosity. The school shows initative in its provision for
pupils between five and seven and is making good strides towards the
introduction of the foundation phase.

For KS1 and KS2 curricular experiences provided are broad and balanced. The
school has appropriate schemes of work. However, mid-term teaching plans
are less effective; this planning is not detailed enough to ensure progression in
skills from one year to the next, particularly in KS2. During the inspection, work
was seen given on the same level to a number of classes of different ages,
which hampered pupils’ progress; the work was not always sufficiently
challenging for older pupils.

The school has an appropriate homework policy; the work is a good extension
of school work in numeracy and language.

The cwricwlwm Cymreig is a striking element of curricular provision. Ensuring
an input from purposeful visitors and visits to key places is a prominent factor in
planning. A clear emphasis is placed on pupils’ cultural development through
establishing a strong awareness and respect for the culture of Wales and its
heritage, as well as other cultures.

Pupils benefit from equal opportunities which enable them to contribute to a
wide range of extra-curricular activities.

Pupils’ spiritual and moral development is outstanding. Whole-school
assemblies are celebrations of the life of the school community. The spiritual
feeling created in them and pupils’ responses make them memorable
occasions. Assemblies are used to share moral messages which build on
provision for this in classes.
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Pupils’ social development is good; pupils from the nursery upwards have
opportunities to take responsibilities. Members of the School Council are very
aware of their responsibilities as representatives of their classes; they show
enthusiasm in the work. Collecting money for good causes locally and
nationally is an important part of life at the school and this promotes pupils’
understanding of citizenship, and the world of work.

The school promotes an awareness of the importance of sustainable
development. The school's Eco Committee sets targets for improving the
school’s Eco position and the way forward and the school, places emphasis on
healthy living and eating.

The school’s partnerships are good and often outstanding. With Ysgol Gyfun
Llanhari links go further than transition arrangements to include visits from
teachers. Links at primary school level are good with outstanding features. The
induction programme for commencing in the nursery class and the transition
process for pupils to the secondary sector are very successful.

Links with parents are good; they receive numerous letters regarding all
aspects of school life. The PTA is very active and raises significant amounts of
money to support the school. The school, through its ‘Language and Play’
scheme, welcomes new parents into the school to learn about their children’s
development, and by doing so promotes lifelong learning successfully.

Pupils’ health and safety are a priority. Staff know their pupils well. They
celebrate success in a variety of ways and establish a caring and friendly ethos.
The school has a child protection policy which identifies purposeful
arrangements. Pupils with SEN are assured of full inclusion in life at the school.

Although the school does not have a policy on industry, its policy on links with
the community shows that there are appropriate links, and the school has won
an EBP award for 2004.

Pupils are well supervised during the day, at break times and at the end of the
day. Arrangements for escorting pupils to the buses are very effective. The
school had already begun to address the issue of safety discussed with the
head during the inspection.

Leadership and management

42.

43.

44.

The quality of leadership provided by the head is good with outstanding
features.

Agreed aims and values are reflected well in the life and ethos of the school.
A good proportion of responsibilities are shouldered by each member of staff

and curriculum coordinators undertake their monitoring and evaluation
responsibilities very rigorously.
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All members of staff including administrative staff, the nursery assistant,
teachers’ aides and lunchtime supervisors are encouraged to contribute actively
to the life and work of the school. This is an outstanding feature.

The GB is very proactive and completely aware of its responsibilities. Members
make an important contribution in guiding the school and its strategic plans.

A culture of self-evaluation has been established for some time and all
stakeholders in the school take ownership of the self-evaluation process. Self-
evaluation is based on firm evidence. The school analyses its performance
regularly against local and national schools.

The SDP is a clear and purposeful document which moves the school forward
in the short and long term.

The school has a good supply of teaching staff to support the number of pupils
on roll. It invests generously in teaching staff. Appropriate arrangements are in
place for performance management and the individual professional
development for staff.

The school has very good resources to support the NC and for extra curricular
activities.

Since the last inspection, a number of improvements have been undertaken to
the school buildings. The staff are innovative and succeed in creating a
stimulating and motivating environment whilst making effective use of various
rooms available.

Although the school does its best to plan for pupils with physical disabilities, full
adaptation of the building for these pupils is difficult. Although classrooms and
other rooms are kept neat and tidy, cleanliness and the general appearance of
the building and the site could be improved in places.

There is a very appropriate link between decisions on expenditure and the
school’s priorities. The head and GB review needs and the use of resources
regularly. Financial management is good and the school offers good value for
money. The school has made good progress since the last inspection.
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Recommendations

In order to improve the school, staff and the GB need to:

R1. raise standards in history in KS2 and respond to shortcomings identified in the
other subjects inspected,;

R2. continue to develop strategies for keeping a small minority of pupils on task in
KS2;

R3. review progression in schemes of work to ensure more consistently challenging
activities as pupils move through the school;

R4. address the safety issue identified during the inspection.

The school is responding though its SDP and its self-evaluation document to R2, R3
and R4.
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Standards

Key question 1: How well do learners achieve?

| Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings

54. The findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school in
its self-evaluation document.

55. Standards in subjects and areas of learning inspected are as follows;

Nursery
Language, literacy and communication skills Grade 1
Mathematical development Grade 1
Personal and social development Grade 1
Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 1
Creative development Grade 1
Physical development Grade 1
Reception
Language, literacy and communication skills Grade 1
Mathematical development Grade 1
Personal and social development Grade 1
Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 1
Creative development Grade 1
Physical development Grade 1
Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2
Welsh Grade 2 Grade 2
English Not applicable Grade 2
Science Grade 2 Grade 2
History Grade 2 Grade 3
Religious education Grade 2 Grade 2
56. Standards in lessons observed are as follows;
Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

17% 62% 21% - -

57. Pupils’ standards of achievement in lessons observed are far higher than WAG
all-Wales targets that, by 2007, 98% of standards should be satisfactory or
better (Grade 3) and 65% good or better (Grade 2).

58. The overall quality of the provision for under fives is appropriate to their needs
and children make good progress towards the Desirable Outcomes for
Children’s Learning
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Pupils with SEN make good progress and achieve appropriate standards,
reaching the targets set for them, and achieving their potential.

In key skills standards for under fives are good with outstanding features in
listening, speaking, reading, writing and numeracy and use of ICT.

In KS1 standards in key skills are good and no important shortcomings in
listening, speaking , reading, writing and numeracy and good features outweigh
shortcomings in ICT. In KS2 standards in speaking, reading and writing are
good. Although standards in listening are generally good, there are
shortcomings in some classes as a result of which pupils do not always keep on
task. In general, standards in numeracy and ICT are good in KS2. In some
classes standards are outstanding in numeracy and ICT as pupils create
graphs and use database to present information across the subjects.

Pupils’ bilingual fluency is good. They can apply texts in both languages to
glean information. They read a text in one language and undertake tasks
based upon it in the other language.

Pupils’ personal and social skills are developing well. They show ability to work
independently and in groups. As the outcome of the lesson is clearly presented
to pupils, they are entirely sure, almost without exception, what is expected of
them.

Pupils develop good creative skills in art and when composing poetry at the
upper end of the school. They have opportunities to solve problems
successfully in their number work; pupils’ entrepreneurial skills however, are
less developed although a business and enterprise project in Y6 enhances their
understanding.

Baseline assessment shows that the children, when starting school, have far
lower skills than other Welsh schools in the area and in Wales.

Results of teacher assessment at the end of KS1 over the last four years show
that there has been significant progress made in pupils’ achievements since
coming to the school. Benchmarking shows that pupils compare fairly with
county and national levels although they are slightly below the average. In
2004 mathematics results were above national levels and science results were
above the LEA and the national percentage. The percentage attaining level
three varies and is lower in Welsh than the other two subjects but for the last
four years the number attaining level three has been above the LEA and the
national level.

In KS2, results over the last four years show that pupils, by the time they reach
the end of KS2, compare very favourably when benchmarked against the LEA
and the national figure. In tests for 2004, the CSI which includes pupils’
performance in Welsh, mathematics and science, were above the national
figure. During the last four years the percentage attaining level five in science
is above the LEA and the national level. Girls usually perform slightly better
than boys.

10
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Pupils’ behaviour in whole-school collective worship is outstanding; they show
high levels of self-discipline and support for each other. When walking around
the building they are courteous and considerate.

Pupils have a good knowledge of school rules and the standards of behaviour
expected of them. The canteen, placed some way from the school, makes it
difficult for teachers to keep a constant eye on the pupils. Although no cases of
misbehaviour were seen in the yard lunch time, by the afternoon session, the
behaviour of some pupils in some classes deteriorates somewhat.

Although a small number of parents suggest that bullying occurs occasionally,
no indication was seen of oppressive behaviour during the inspection.
However, the school has appropriate systems in place to deal with pupils who
misbehave or bully.

Pupils’ attitudes to their work is good, almost with exception, and they respond
constructively to success and failure. When the task is not adequately
challenging on occasions, some pupils are restless and have difficulty
concentrating. The majority, however, work well without supervision and seek
appropriate assistance only when needed.

Pupils’ awareness of equal opportunity is good, and is a marked element in their
relationship with each other. Their understanding of conditions in the world of
work is developing well as the school plays a full part in the community.

The majority of pupils are regularly present and the attendance figure during the
last three terms is 94%. Few examples were seen of pupils arriving late during
the inspection but the school has felt it necessary to discuss this in parent’s
evenings and sends letters regarding the matter. A number take holidays
during term time although the school expresses concern about this.

The quality of education and training

Key question 2: How effective are teaching, training and assessment?

| Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings

74.

75.

The findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school in
its self-evaluation document.

In lessons observed, it was judged that the quality of teaching was as follows;

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

15% 69% 16% - -

11
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The teaching in under fives’ classes was consistently good and sometimes
outstanding.

Where teaching was seen to be good or better, clear instructions were given,
effective use was made of a wide range of resources including ICT and of a
variety of teaching strategies such as skilful questioning techniques. Tasks
which developed independence, a clear focus on learning objectives and
appropriate summing up sessions were seen.

Teachers have a good knowledge of the subjects they teach and of the
Desirable Outcomes for Children’s Learning Under Five. In general, good
attention is given to individuals’ needs and there is careful planning to ensure
equality for all.

In a number of Grade 3 lessons tasks were neither sufficiently challenging nor
adequately differentiated for the age and ability within the class, and the pace of
lessons did not engage pupils’ full attention.

Pupils are encouraged to foster and develop their self-assessment skills as well
as assessing the work of their peers. They understand the purpose of
assessment as a basis on which to improve the quality of their learning. This is
an outstanding feature.

Pupils with SEN are taught effectively; they are skilfully supported by their
teachers and support staff.

The nursery assistant and teachers’ aides make a valuable contribution to the
quality of teaching, and succeed to support teachers’ work effectively; there is
highly organised mutual understanding and collaboration between them.

There is a clear policy and comprehensive, organised and manageable
procedures for assessing pupils’ work. Teachers monitor and review pupils’
progress regularly.

Detailed records are kept of tracking individual pupils’ progress from the
baseline assessment to their progress in core and foundation subjects across
the school. Results in national standardised tests are used to confirm the
accuracy of teacher assessments. Good use is made of analysing statutory
tests, and results are used to refine and promote higher standards.

Quantitative and personal targets are set for the pupils. They are known to
parents and pupils alike. They are reviewed regularly and assist in ensuring
that the potential of all pupils is achieved, and are a further means of guiding
planning.

The school has subject portfolios which are valuable resources when making
judgements regarding standards and moderating work.

12
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Pupils’ work is marked regularly. Teachers provide comments which offer
encouragement but there is some lack of guidance on how to improve the
quality of work.

Reports to parents, including reports on under fives, comply with requirements.
They include constructive and purposeful comments on their children’s progress
and offer advice on the way forward. Opportunities are given for parents to
reply to reports orally or in writing. Parents appreciate opportunities offered by
the school to discuss their children’s work during the year.

Key question 3: How well do the learning experiences meet the needs
and interests of learners and the wider community?

| Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

The findings of the inspection team differ from the school’s judgment in its self-
evaluation report, as the school awarded itself a Grade 1 for this question.

The provision for under fives offers them exciting opportunities to learn under
the guidance of adults whilst also being encouraged to discover things for
themselves and develop curiosity.

The school shows initiative in its provision for pupils between five and seven and
is making good strides towards the introduction of the foundation phase.

For KS1 and KS2 curricular experiences provided are broad and balanced. The
school has appropriate schemes of work. However, mid-term teaching plans
which show what is being taught are less effective. Teachers across two school
years plan together on each theme; this is good practice. However, this
planning is not always detailed enough to ensure progression in skills from one
year to the next. During the inspection work was seen to be given on the same
level to a number of classes of different ages, which hampered pupils’ progress.
The work is not always sufficiently challenging for older pupils.

The plans for individual lessons that were available during the inspection show
that emphasis is placed in the majority of individual classes on differentiating for
each ability range.

The school has an appropriate homework policy; the work is a good extension
of school work in numeracy and language.

Pupils with SEN receive good support which matches their individual needs.
Arrangements for teaching pupils who under achieve in small groups are good.

There is much cross-curricular planning such as in art and history; this

promotes pupils’ interest and often assists in making their learning relevant to
them.

13
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Planning for key skills shows initiative. The school has a scheme which is
developmental from the nursery class to Y6 Although the scheme is new its
impact on standards in key skills is evident.

The school has developed a structured provision for the delivery of PSE. The
provision is thorough and follows ACCAC’s guidance. Pupils have regular
opportunities to discuss their concerns and how they should behave towards
others.

The cwricwlwm Cymreig is a striking element of the curricular provision. Pupils
have a good knowledge about people who have made a special contribution to
Wales in the past and people who are currently raising the profile of Wales
around the world. They can name local artists and Wales’ most popular
musicians.

Input from visitors is a prominent feature of planning. Many residents of
Maesteg, for example, confirm pupils’ knowledge of conditions at the school
when it was established at Nantyffyllon.

Pupils have regular opportunities to visit local places of interest. Youngest
pupils go on trips to visit places which are important to the residents of Maesteg
and older pupils go to important places in south Wales and its capital. However,
there have been few visits to places of worship of different faiths. Pupils have
the opportunity to go on a residential visit to Llangrannog and Ogwr.

Pupils benefit from equal opportunities which enable them to contribute to a
wide range of extra-curricular activities including a lunchtime board-games
clubs, sports clubs and Urdd and NOF activities.

Pupils’ spiritual and moral development is outstanding. Whole-school
assemblies are celebrations of the life of the school community. The spiritual
feeling created in them and the pupils’ response makes them memorable
occasions. Assemblies are used to share moral messages across the school.

Pupils’ social development is good. Pupils from the nursery upwards have
opportunities to take on responsibilities. Older pupils take care of the youngest
ones and Y6 pupils look after the school fruit shop and ensure that music is
played in assembly. Members of the School Council are very aware of their
responsibilities as representatives of their classes; they show enthusiasm in the
work. Collecting money for good causes such as S4C’s Asia Africa appeal
promotes pupils’ understanding of citizenship.

Pupils have a good awareness of the culture of Wales and its heritage. The
attention given to bilingualism through the introduction of dual literacy is good
and promotes older pupils’ awareness of both languages in their society.

Pupils show a sound awareness of other cultures, and respect for them. A
Europe week was recently held at the school. The school has been part of a
Comenius project for several years and has strong links with schools in Poland,
Romania, Spain and ltaly. Visitors from these countries are welcomed to the
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school. Pupils have created attractive African-style artwork after hearing a
visitor talking about the Massai tribe.

107.The school promotes an awareness of the importance of sustainable
development. The school's Eco Committee sets targets for improving the
school’s Eco position and the way forward. Classes have discussed reducing
waste and recycling, how to save energy and water and the dangers of
increasing transport. There is an emphasis on eating healthily such as
understanding the importance of fruit in the diet and the impact of exercise in
the body.

108. The school’s partnerships are good and often outstanding. With Ysgol Gyfun
Llanhari links go beyond transition arrangements to include visits from teachers
to share good practice and valuable curricular links.

109. Links on a primary school level are good and often outstanding. Ideas are
shared with Welsh schools in the cluster and they participate in INSET days
and sports activities together. The school also gives prominent attention to
being part of its community by participating in events such as the English books
quiz and swimming gala with English medium schools in the area.

110. The school is used by a number of educational institutions for work experience.
Childcare students from a local college come to the school as do student
teachers from a teacher training university.

111. Although the school does not have a policy on industry its policy on links with
the community shows that there are appropriate links, and the school has won
an EBP award for 2004.

112. Links with parents are good. Information about the school is available on the
website and parents receive numerous letters relating to all aspects of life at
the school. The home-school agreement is in place and a number of parents
help when there is need for extra support on visits.

113. The PTA is very active and raises significant sums of money to support the
school. The school prospectus and the GB’s Annual Report to parents meet
statutory requirements.

114. The school, through its ‘Language and Play’ scheme, welcomes new parents
into the school to learn about their children’s development, and by so doing
promotes lifelong learning successfully.

Key Question 4: How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

| Grade 1: good with outstanding features

115. The findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school in
its self-evaluation document.
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116. The school is a close community, with a caring and friendly ethos. Pupils
receive personal guidance which is of good quality with outstanding features.

117. Parents are happy with the care provided by the school, as shown in the very
positive responses given by them in the pre-inspection meeting and
questionnaire. Parents work closely with teachers to meet the needs of their
children and also in monitoring their child’s progress.

118. The school ensures that parents are informed immediately if pupils are injured;
the accident book records any incidents in detail. All members of staff have
received First Aid training and one member has attended an advanced training
course. Risk assessments are carefully undertaken for important activities and
before taking pupils on visits.

119. Pupils are well supervised during the day, at break times and also at the end of
the day as they leave the site. Arrangements for escorting pupils to the buses
are very effective. Lunchtime supervisors have clear guidelines on how to
assist pupils.

120. Pupils’ health and safety is a priority and the GB’s health and safety sub-
committee meets termly and makes every effort to create a safe and
educational environment.

121. The school has improved safety at the site by investing in security cameras.
The doors are kept looked to ensure the safety of pupils and staff. The school
had already begun to address a safety issue discussed with the head during the
inspection.

122. Staff know their pupils well. Pupils know that they can approach any member of
staff at any time for support and guidance. Efforts to raise pupils’ self-esteem
and give them confidence are one of the school's strengths. Success is
celebrated in a variety of ways. Pupils express that they are very happy at the
school.

123. The school promotes health and well being through a number of projects. It
works effectively with an external agency called ‘Ontrack’ which offers additional
support for individuals with behavioural or attendance problems.

124. Relevant information is provided for older pupils on the dangers of issues like
drugs and the school deals with sex education appropriately. The school nurse
discusses personal development with these pupils.

125. The school has a child protection policy which identifies purposeful procedures.
The head is the designated person for child protection and all members of staff,
including ancillary staff and lunchtime supervisors have received training in child
protection issues and procedures and are aware of what to do in an emergency.

126. The induction programme for starting children in the nursery class is effective.

There are strong links with the nursery schools and procedures for welcoming
pupils when they come to the school for the first time are a notable strength.
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The information pack for new parents is very useful and assists new children to
settle well. The transition process for pupils to the secondary sector is very
successful.

The SEN policy outlines an effective system of identifying pupils with special
needs at an early stage and the provision is good. There is a comprehensive
file on SEN procedure and teachers and ancillary staff work together
appropriately to ensure effective support. All pupils with SEN have IEPs which
include realistic targets. There are regular opportunities for parents to play a full
part in the process. It is ensured that pupils with SEN are fully included in the
life of the school.

Leadership and management

Key question 5: How effective are leadership and strategic management?

| Grade 1: good with outstanding features

128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

The findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school in
its self-evaluation report.

The quality of the head’s leadership is good with outstanding features. Her
management and leadership are sound and inspiring.

The head co-ordinates the work of teachers, support staff, the GB and parents
effectively and rigorously. Through this positive interaction, she gives a clear
strategic direction to the development of the school. Agreed aims and values
are reflected well in the work and ethos of the school.

Extremely effective managerial systems have been established in all aspects of
the school’'s work. The head, deputy, SMT and key stage and subject teams are
committed to promoting and maintaining developments.

A good proportion of responsibilities are shouldered by each member of staff
and curriculum leaders undertake their monitoring and evaluation
responsibilities very rigorously. Equality for all is promoted and each member of
staff including administrative staff, the nursery assistant, teachers’ aides and
lunchtime supervisors are encouraged to contribute actively to the life and work
of the school; this is an outstanding feature.

Consideration is given to national priorities in the school's long and short-term
plans. It has succeeded in being awarded Investors in People and the Basic
Skills Agency’s Quality Mark.

There are very effective processes in place for target setting for pupils at the
end of each key stage. Targets are based on each pupil’s likely performance,
and following renewing the present arrangement, they are challenging and
achievable targets.
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135. Emphasis is placed on managing and improving staff performance. There are
outstanding monitoring and evaluation arrangements in place and Performance
Management requirements are implemented very rigorously.

136. The GB is very proactive and the members are wholly aware of their
responsibilities. They meet regularly, as sub-committees or as a full body. They
operate in an environment of support but yet as a critical friend. They make an
important contribution in steering the direction of the school and its strategic
plans. The head values their professional contribution greatly.

Key question 6: How well do leaders and managers evaluate and
improve quality and standards?

| Grade 1: good with outstanding features

137. The findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school in
its self-evaluation document.

138. The head and staff know the school well. The inspection team agreed with the
judgement made by the school in its self-evaluation document on six of the
seven key questions.

139. An appropriate action plan was formulated following the last inspection and the
key issues identified in the report were addressed. The head, GB and staff are
committed to maintaining and further improving standards of achievement.

140. The SDP is a clear and purposeful document which moves the school forward
in the short and long term. Targets are linked to expenditure and
responsibilities and the aims are challenging particularly in relation to the
building and changes to the curriculum in KS1.

141. Progress made by the school is reviewed termly and success is measured in
detail. The head reports back to the GB frequently and their opinion is an
important part of the process.

142. A culture of self-evaluation has been established for some time at this school
and all stakeholders at the school take ownership of the self-evaluation
process. The document written by the head is valuable and provides a clear
and explicit picture of progress made during the last five years, while prioritising
innovatively for the future. Self-evaluation is based on firm evidence.

143. Subject co-ordinators self-evaluate their subjects, monitoring regularly, and
their annual report identifies priorities which feed in to the self-evaluation
process.

144. The school regularly provides a questionnaire for the GB and parents and
makes use of their views.

145. Pupils’ opinions play an important part in the self-evaluation process. Members
of the School Council have opportunities to express opinions on behalf of their
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peers and at the end of the session all pupils have opportunities to express
their views on the quality of the lesson and their progress in it.

146. The school analyses its performance frequently against that of schools locally
and nationally. It has made good progress since the last inspection in all
aspects of its life and work

Key question 7: How efficient are leaders and managers in using
resources?

| Grade 1: good with outstanding features

147. The findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school in
its self-evaluation document.

148. The school has a good supply of teaching staff to support the number of pupils
on roll. It invests generously in teaching staff to reduce class sizes as well as to
release teachers to carry out their curricular responsibilities.

149. Teachers possess suitable qualifications and have detailed job descriptions
which note their curricular responsibilities. Curriculum leaders contribute
effectively to the development of their subjects.

150. Teachers’ aides work very effectively alongside the teachers. Pupils also
benefit from the contributions of teachers who support with language and SEN
and peripatetic music teachers.

151.INSET is held internally and externally and the programme is appropriately
linked to priorities identified in the SDP. A number of teachers have received
funding by the General Teaching Council to undertake projects promoting
learning and teaching at the school.

152. The school has a very good supply of resources to support the NC and religious
education and for extra curricular activities. Resources are ordered to support
the school’s priorities and investment in resources since the last inspection,
particularly in human resources, sports equipment, books and ICT, including
nine interactive whiteboards, is having a positive impact on the quality of pupils’
work.

153. Since the last inspection, a number of improvements have been made to the
school buildings. The staff are innovative and succeed in creating a stimulating
and motivating environment whilst making effective use of the various rooms
available, including the hall, gym, music room, library and play areas designated
for under fives to deliver a broad, balanced and varied curriculum.

154. The classrooms are of an appropriate size for the number on roll and

imaginative use is made of displays of pupils’ work to create a stimulating
learning environment.
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155. The surface of the playground is in a good condition and play is encouraged by
the provision of markings for small and large games. Although the school does
its best to plan for pupils with physical disabilities and has undertaken a detailed
survey of the problems that exist, a number of steps inside the school and on
the site make it difficult to fully adapt the building for these pupils.

156. Although classrooms and other rooms are kept neat and tidy, cleanliness and
the general appearance of the building and the site could be improved in places.

157. There is a very good link between decisions on expenditure and the school’s
priorities. The head and GB review and evaluate needs and the use of
resources regularly. Financial management is good and the school offers good
value for money.

Standards achieved in subjects and areas of learning

Under fives

Language, literacy and communication skills

| Grade 1: good with outstanding features

Good features

158. In nursery, children including very young ones, listen well to instructions and
classroom presentations. Their listening skills in collective worship sessions are
outstanding; they show that they understand what is said in Welsh in a wide
range of contexts within and outside the classroom. The make a very good
effort to communicate in Welsh. They can name parts of the body and what
they see in pictures and they use appropriate vocabulary in role play. They
recognise a number of letters at the beginning of words and list a number of
words with the same sound. They use a number of language patterns
confidently. They can understand the flow of a story such as ‘Lola’r Lindys
Farus’ clearly and discuss books accurately. They identify well with the
favourite characters in children’s stories. They respond exceptionally well to
opportunities to make markings on paper, using writing equipment skilfully and a
number form letters very well.

159. In reception, children converse happily and confidently in Welsh and use good
vocabulary in the context of the classroom post office and shoe shop. They
discuss the characteristics of small insects fluently using descriptive language
and can express opinions. They follow and understand the story about ‘Begw’r
lar and can recall the story clearly after reading it. They can say which part of
the story they like best and explain what the pictures mean to them. They
understand that written symbols have sounds and meaning and they know that
there are a number of functions to writing. They can suggest phrases to put in
speech bubbles, can recognise a rhyme and have a basic knowledge of the

20



Report By Mrs E. Betts
Ysgol Cynwyd Sant — June 2005

importance of punctuation. A number write sentences, arrange and rearrange
them, while others recognise a sentence when they see one.

Shortcomings

160. There are no significant shortcomings.

Personal and Social development

| Grade 1: good with outstanding features

Good features

161. In nursery, children develop into independent and confident individuals who can
care for their bodies and their possessions. They get dressed and undressed
sensibly when preparing for outdoor sessions. They are very familiar with
classroom routines and change from one activity to another without instructions
and make sensible choices when doing so. They show an increasing knowledge
of the world of work as they take on their responsibilities in the class café
seriously. They work and play together with their peers sensibly and share and
play fairly.

162. Reception children socialise well when playing together and form a good
relationship with peers and adults. They choose their activities appropriately,
keep to task for appropriate periods before moving to another activity
contentedly and purposefully. They develop a good understanding of class
rules and whole-school expectations, and know when to listen to others, respect
peers and wait their turn. They know what characterises good behaviour and
understand that taking responsibility is part of the class routine. They can
discuss feelings like fear and sadness openly.

Shortcomings

163. There are no significant shortcomings.

Mathematical development

| Grade 1: good with outstanding features

Good features

164. Children in nursery develop very well in their understanding of small numbers
and can place things in sets of three or less. They understand the concept of
‘more’ and ‘less’ and can sort and organise things according to number and
size. They have a very good understanding of two-dimensional shapes and
understand what is different in three-dimensional ones. They begin to name a
sphere and cylinder correctly and notice these shapes around them. They can
create a pattern based on colour and shape and can state the sequence of the
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days of the week. They are aware of the purpose of money and can identify
some coins. They understand that types of houses and how people travel to
school can be recorded on a graph.

Reception children can count backwards and forwards to ten and can remember
and understand the meaning of terms like odd and even numbers. They can fill
gaps in a sequence of numbers, match sets and numbers and use the feminine
form of numbers. They confirm their knowledge of number by singing number
rhymes intelligently. They can identify two and three-dimensional shapes in the
environment and name a range of them. When playing in the sand and handling
rice they understand concepts and terminology like ‘heavy’ and ‘light’” when
filling containers. They are aware of similar and different patterns and
understand when something is symmetrical. When comparing feet sizes in the
shoe shop they familiarise themselves with the terminology of number, size and
measurement and understand the purpose of money.

Shortcomings

166.

There are no significant shortcomings.

Knowledge and understanding of the world

| Grade 1: good with outstanding features

Good features

167.

168.

Children in nursery are very aware of responsibilities which form part of some
jobs and the clothes that need to be worn. While creating an ambulance for the
hospital they understand what the vehicle must have and how it moves. They
have a good knowledge of the order of seasons and their characteristics. They
understand the practice of sending cards on particular festivals during the year.
Their knowledge of the life cycle of small animals is exceptional, for example
they know about the changes which occur to a caterpillar. They can name a
number of mini beasts. They have a very good awareness of what is needed to
make plants grow. They understand what can be done with the computer and
with the interactive whiteboard.

Reception children have a good understanding of electronic items when
handling different parts of the computer, opening a programme on the
interactive whiteboard and inputting instructions to the electronic toy. They have
a very good understanding of how seeds grow and can name parts of plants.
They know many facts about the characteristics of small insects and understand
that many have different features. They observe a slug eating and compare the
slug with some other small animals. They understand how the post office works
and stick stamps correctly on envelopes, post and deliver them. They have a
good understanding of which services and buildings are essential to society in a
town like Maesteg.
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Shortcomings

169. There are no significant shortcomings.

Creative development

| Grade 1: good with outstanding features

Good features

170. Children in nursery work confidently with a number of materials. They can

171

mould clay adeptly to form a sphere and work independently with paint to create
pictures from their imagination. They co-operate well to create a collage and
use a range of materials to decorate their work. They role play very realistically;
in the café they behave realistically as cook and customer and in the hospital
undertake the duties required of a nurse and doctor. They are very aware of
the importance of beat, rhythm and tone when singing a number of songs which
relate to the class theme and songs consolidating the language patterns they
learn.

. Reception children make good choices in colour and medium when drawing

plants and creatures. They use different media to make greetings cards and
decorate and print leaves. They use a number of painting techniques and paint
with brushes and fingers, and develop an understanding of marbling technique.
They emulate a famous picture by Van Gogh and create and print pictures in the
shape of a spiral. When walking in the park they make good rubbings of tree
bark and learn weaving technique to create a huge flower. They produce
pictures from observation of a high standard as they study in detail a number of
plants and insects. They role play extremely realistically in the shoe shop and fit
and choose a pair, pay for them and give change. They sing numerous rhymes
tunefully and enthusiastically and develop a good awareness of rhythm and
beat.

Shortcomings

172. There are no significant shortcomings.

Physical development

| Grade 1: good with outstanding features

Good features

173. Children in nursery understand that they need to warm up before undertaking

physical activities. They move well and can vary their movements between
walking, running, skipping and hopping on a narrow line on the yard outside;
they show a good awareness of space. They can throw, catch and aim balls of
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different sizes well. They steer and peddle different sized bicycles on a narrow
path and in a zig zag around objects confidently; they show that they have good
control of their bodies during the entire activity. In class they handle large and
small equipment confidently. They can handle pieces of jigsaw and blocks
confidently and correctly deal with a variety of writing and painting apparatus.

Reception children develop outstanding cutting and pasting skills in using a
scissors and gluing equipment. They can thread pasta tubes and mould clay
adeptly. They control a computer mouse confidently. They put on and take off
shoes ably during role play. They understand that safety rules are needed when
undertaking physical exercises. Their physical development shows outstanding
characteristics when they hop and jump within specific circles and hold a rope
and lift it appropriately before skipping. They throw balls sensibly towards a
partner and can control their muscles very well when rolling their bodies on
mats. Their awareness of the need for space when undertaking physical
exercises is good.

Shortcomings

175.

There are no significant shortcomings.

| Welsh

Key Stage 1 — Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings
Key Stage 2 — Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings

Good features

176.

177.

178.

179.

In KS1 pupils’ conversations are lively and they use language patterns
confidently to ask questions and make statements. They can discuss their
feelings confidently using appropriate language patterns and speak
enthusiastically to a classroom audience.

KS1 pupils decode words well and most read meaningfully. They identify
familiar words in texts and use terminology such as blurb, title and author
appropriately. They understand that there are different types of books; they can
recall a story in order and share and summarise information from factual books.

KS1 pupils can arrange the beginning, middle and end of the story of Jack and
the Beanstalk and can put a number of sentences from the story in their correct
order. They develop a good awareness of adjectives and can use them
appropriately in their work. Across KS1 pupils understand the purposes of
writing, for example, when creating advertisements.

Pupils across KS1 can define certain parts of speech and use terminology like
question and exclamation mark; they know how to use dictionaries to find words.
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180. In KS2 pupils speak confidently in class and the intonation and recitation of
many during collective worship is of a very high standard. They discuss aspects
of work in the classroom fluently including expressing opinion, persuading and
describing. They form appropriate questions and answers in a ‘hot seating’
session.

181. KS2 pupils read a variety of texts. They use a number of strategies to help
them read; they read individually and together from the interactive whiteboard
meaningfully.

182. KS2 pupils use descriptive language well. They can state why the beginning
and end of the ‘Betsan a’r Bwli’ story are important. Y3 pupils understand how to
arrange a post card and in Y5 they understand the language and techniques
needed to write a letter of complaint.

183. Y6 pupils understand that there are different types of poetry. They understand
that detailed observation is important for a poet and create sensitive poetry
based on their observations. They understand a number of the characteristics
of an englyn, a strict verse poetic form. Y6 pupils also create realistic dialogues
between two characters in a novel and show that they understand the difference
between dialogue and narrative.

184. Pupils’ knowledge of language across the school is developing well, for example
Y4 pupils understand how to use the third person with regular and irregular
verbs.

185. Pupils in KS2 use dictionaries effectively to correct and improve their standard
of language.

Shortcomings

186. Pupils do not pay enough attention to developing their handwriting skills or the
presentation of their work.

| English

| Key Stage 2 Grade 2: good features with no important shortcomings

187.In line with LEA policy for Welsh medium schools, English is not taught in KS1.

Good features

188. Pupils listen purposefully and take part confidently in role play scenarios such
as when discussing the situation of a bullied child before writing a dialogue
portraying the situation.

189. Pupils across the key stage are eager to express opinions in small groups and
in front of the class. They answer and ask questions relevantly and confidently.
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When talking to individual pupils, their willingness and ability to speak with ease
and fluency is evident.

190. Pupils read a wide range of texts with ease, expression and appropriate
accuracy. A number of them have a favourite author and they discuss the
works of these authors with understanding and enthusiasm. They can predict
events and justify their ideas.

191. A significant number of pupils gather information from various printed sources,
including the internet, and can use it purposefully. Pupils’ higher order reading
skills are of a good standard.

192. Pupils write in a range of styles and realise that the form of language depends
on its purpose and audience. They can present information concisely and create
notes and instructions on how to make chocolate bars and plan pamphlets on
the importance of sustainable development.

193. When writing newspaper articles, stories, dialogue and letters, pupils show that
their skills in spelling, punctuation and creating paragraphs are well developed.
They use imaginative adjectives, similes and idioms to enrich their work. They
can write for the purpose of persuasion, such as on the appropriateness of
shacks at school very effectively.

194. Pupils’ poetic skills are developing well. By the end of the key stage they display
increasing confidence when playing with words that alliterate. They are aware
of the difference between metaphorical and literal language when writing a
poem based on “Kensuke’s Kingdom” or when creating a kenning for the Willy
Wonka character.

Shortcomings

195. Across the key stage pupils do not show enough care for the presentation or
format of their work and the quality of their handwriting is generally untidy.

\ Science

Key Stage 1 Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings
Key Stage 2 Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings

Good features

196. In both key stages, pupils develop good investigative and experimental skills
and they have a firm understanding of a fair test and can predict results
effectively.

197. Pupils across the school use appropriate scientific language to describe their
observations and use scientific equipment safely and sensibly.
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In KS1, pupils observe carefully and record their work in pictures, words or
simple sentences.

KS1 pupils have a sound knowledge of the characteristics of living things and of
conditions necessary for plants to grow. They can name and differentiate
between the flower, the stalk and the roots. They know that fruit contains seeds,
and when these seeds are planted, they grow to produce fruit which also
contains seeds.

KS1 pupils can name parts of the body and list healthy foods correctly. They
are familiar with everyday equipment that uses electricity and understand the
basic principles of an electrical circuit. They can recall the features of a good
range of materials and describe in simple terms which are the best to wear
outside at night.

In KS1 pupils have a good knowledge of some physical processes. They know
that the source of sound is something that vibrates, and that sound can be
created by beating, plucking or shaking an untuned instrument. They are aware
of sources of light and realise that the absence of light means darkness.

Pupils at the lower end of KS2 develop their knowledge of physical processes
further. They know that a complete conductive circuit is needed for current to
flow and to make devices work. They can represent simple circuits through
diagrams and they know how to build circuits based on pictures and symbols.
They name sources of light and know terms such as ‘transparent’, ‘translucent’
and ‘opaque’ well.

Y3 and Y4 pupils understand that pushing and pulling are examples of forces.
They use their scientific knowledge to predict and reach sensible conclusions
such as in their experiment with small cars travelling on a slope or an
experiment to show the effect of friction in force between surfaces to slow
objects down or stop them from moving.

At the upper end of KS2, pupils have a good knowledge and understanding of
the structure and function of the skeleton and can name the main organs of the
body. They understand aspects of life processes such as nutrition and the
importance of eating healthily and keeping fit. They understand the function of
the heart and can interpret heartbeat when a person is active or at rest.

Y5 and Y6 pupils extend their knowledge of life processes and living things.
They know what function different parts of plants serve and can name parts of
a flower and explain the pollination process confidently. As a result of fieldwork
in Ogmore pupils use keys effectively when looking at the characteristics of a
range of living things.

In both key stages, pupils make good use of ICT and their mathematical skills to
enjoy their work in the subject.

The designated ‘science week’ effectively reinforces pupils’ understanding of the
subject.
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Shortcomings

208.

There are no significant shortcomings.

| History

Key Stage 1 Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings
Key Stage 2 Grade 3: good features outweigh shortcomings

Good features

209.

210.

211.

212.

213.

214.

215.

216.

In KS1 pupils’ awareness of the passage of time is good. Pupils know that
methods of lighting have changed over time. They can arrange artefacts in their
correct order and understand the difference between old and new. Their
understanding and use of historical terms and vocabulary are developing well.

Pupils can refer to differences between the present and the past in their own
lives and the lives of others in contexts within their experience. They can
identify characteristics and differences when comparing the shops of yesterday
and today and the way in which food was wrapped in the past and present.

KS1 pupils are aware of the importance of people from different periods of
Welsh history such as St David and Laura Ashley.

In KS2, pupils show awareness of chronology and historical events through
planning a collage of ‘A Journey through the Ages’ which identifies some of the
main characters of different periods in history, in order to create a time line.

In KS2 pupils have good knowledge of life during the Age of the Celts including
their fortresses. They can compare homes from the era, clothes, jewellery and
the way of life in the past with the present.

When studying the development and growth of Ysgol Gymraeg Maesteg KS2
pupils appreciate the history of their local area. At the upper end of the key
stage pupils use a variety of sources, including ICT, to compare Welsh medium
education in the sixties with current provision.

When studying education from the age of Queen Victoria to the present day,
pupils become aware of the contribution and importance of famous people like
Sir O.M. Edwards and his influence on Welsh medium education. They
understand the difference between primary and secondary sources and through
their interpretation and the study of artefacts from the period, they gain an
insight into education at that time. Y6 interpret the school’'s early registers
confidently.

Pupils at the upper end of KS2 have an understanding of life in the Tudor Age.
Through combining class work and individual projects, pupils establish a
knowledge about the living conditions of the rich and poor and the differences in
their lives and crime and punishment during the period.

28




Report By Mrs E. Betts
Ysgol Cynwyd Sant — June 2005

217.KS2 pupils know about some of the effects of the Second World War, and can
present and collate information about the advantages and disadvantages of
shelters in Morriston effectively.

218. Pupils’ historical skills and understanding are developed in both key stages
through the contributions of visitors and visits to museums and places of
historical interest.

Shortcomings

219.In KS2 pupils’ skills and historical development are not always developed
adequately as they move up through the school.

220.KS2 pupils do not record historical issues and concepts in a sufficiently
extended manner.

| Religious education

Key Stage 1 Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings
Key Stage 2 Grade 2: good features and no important shortcomings

Good features

221.In KS1, pupils have a good understanding of some stories from the Bible
including parables like the ‘Feeding the Five Thousand’ and the ‘Lost Sheep’.
They appreciate that the Bible contains many books and can differentiate
between the Old and New Testament.

222.Y1 and Y2 pupils understand the purpose of celebration and its place within
religion. They know the significance of Harvest, Christmas and Easter to
Christians and can explain some of their special customs. They understand that
praying is part of worship and can compose simple prayers for their families.

223.KS1 pupils understand that there a number of other religions besides
Christianity. They know that Jews attend the synagogue on Saturdays and that
they celebrate the festival of Hannukah by lighting candles on each evening
while the festival lasts.

224.In KS1 pupils develop an increasing awareness of themselves, their family and
friends and the importance of values such as care and friendship within a
community.

225.1n KS2, pupils develop further awareness of the Christian religion. They can
recall a number of stories from the Old Testament and important events and
characters in the New Testament. They realise the importance of places of
worship in their community.
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Y3 and Y4 pupils make good progress in their knowledge of Judaism. They
understand the importance of the synagogue to the Jews, that their holy scroll is
the Torah and they realise the significance of the Shema to their religion. They
know about the Jewish year and sacred festivals like Sukkot, Rosh Hashana
and Shabbat.

Y5 and Y6 pupils develop their knowledge of world religions further and have a
good knowledge of Islam. They know that this is the Muslim faith and correctly
name the five pillars of Islam. They know, also, that one of the main festivals is
Ramadan and the more able pupils can explain and compare the similarity and
difference between Ramadan and Lent and the Qur’an and the Bible.

Pupils know facts about the history, life and work of William Morgan as the
translator of the Bible into Welsh. They know that he was a scholarly man and
understand that he made a very significant contribution to keeping the language
alive. They understand also that some heroes like Mother Theresa have
contributed greatly to our world.

Shortcomings

229.

230.

In KS1 pupils’ knowledge of religion apart from Christianity is superficial on
times.

In both key stages, pupils’ knowledge of the main characteristics of local places
of worship is not adequately developed.
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School's response to the inspection

The school’s self-evaluation document and the inspector’s findings agree in six of
the seven key questions and we are pleased to celebrate these findings.

The findings of the inspection recognise that we are a school that gives good value
for money, and that we have made good progress since the last inspection.

We are proud that the inspectors recognised our dedicated teachers and the team
spirit which includes every member of staff. As well as this we need to celebrate
further successes as the inspectors judged standards in Early Years to be much in
every aspect of learning and teaching and that standards of achievement across the
school are much higher than Wales Assembly Government targets for the whole of
Wales.

It is a pleasure to note that inspectors see Ysgol Cynwyd Sant as a ’close school
community with a caring and friendly ethos’ where ‘staff know their pupils well’. Most
important of all, the inspection report emphasises elements which make the school
what it is.

We agree with the inspectors’ recommendations, they are fair and constructive. The
recommendations will feature as targets in our next SDP and a copy of the plan will
be circulated to parents. The school has already addressed health and safety
matters identified by the inspectors in the report.
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Appendix A

Basic information about the school

Name of school

Ysgol Gynradd Cynwyd Sant

School type Community
Age-range of pupils 3-11
Address of school Pen yr Ysgol,
Maesteg.
Bridgend.
Post-code CF34 9YE
Telephone number 01656 734235
Headteacher Mrs Tegwen Ellis
Date of appointment November 2000

Chair of governors/ Appropriate
authority

Mr Ceri Morgan

Registered inspector

Mrs Eleri Betts

Dates of inspection

June 13-16 2005

Appendix B

School data and indicators

Number of pupils in each year group

Year group N R |Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6

(fte)

Total

Number of pupils 49 39 |45 43 50 31 25 37

319

Total number of teachers

Full-time Part-time Full-time equivalent (fte)
Number of teachers 13 2 13.6
Staffing information
Pupil: teacher (fte) ratio (excluding nursery and special classes) 23:1
Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in nursery classes 13:1
Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in special classes -
Average class size, excluding nursery and special classes 25
Teacher (fte): class ratio 1:1
Percentage attendance for three complete terms prior to inspection
Term R KS1 KS2 Whole School
Summer 2004 | 90.88% 94% 94% 94%
Autumn 2004 | 92.47% 95% 94% 95%
Spring 2005 | 88.8% 93% 93% 91%
Percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals 17%
Number of pupils excluded during 12 months prior to inspection | 0
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Appendix C

National Curriculum Assessment Results
End of Key Stage 1:

National Curriculum Assessment KS 1 Results 2004 | Number of | 52
pupils in Y2:
Percentage of pupils at each level

D |W |1 2 |3 |4
Welsh Teacher Assessment School 0O |0 18 |59 |24 |0
National 1 2 11 |64 |23 |0
We: oracy Teacher Assessment School 0O |0 |20 )59 |22 |0
National 1 2 |12 |63 |22 |0
We: reading | Teacher Assessment | School 0 [0 |25 |83 |22 |0
National 1 3 17 |59 |22 |0
We: writing Teacher Assessment School 0O |0 |27 ]61 |12 |0
National 1 3 |20 |65 |10 |0
Mathematics | Teacher Assessment School 0O |0 14 |65 |22 |0
National 0O (2 (11 (63 (24 |0
Science Teacher Assessment School O |0 [8 |67 |25 |0
National 0 |2 10 |66 |22 |0

Percentage of pupils attaining at least level 2 in mathematics, science and English
or Welsh (first language) according to teacher assessment

In the school | 76% | In Wales | 80%
D Pupils who have been disapplied from the statutory arrangements
w Pupils who are working towards level 1
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National Curriculum Assessment Results
End of Key Stage 2:

National Curriculum Assessment KS2 Results 2004 Number of | 42
pupils in Y6
Percentage of pupils at each level

DIA|F|{W|1|2|3|4|5]|6
English Teacher assessment |School 0 |0 [0 |0 |O [7 |19[41]33]|0
Nationa| 1 0 0 0 1 5 16 | 46 [ 30 | O
Test/Task SChOO| 0 2 0 0 0 7 121451330
National 1 1 1 0 0 4 13142370
Welsh Teacher assessment | School 0 |0 |0 [O [0 |0 [24|48]|290
National 1 o [o o [1 |38 [17]49[28]0
Test/Task SChOO| 0 2 0 0 0 0 17152129 | 0
Nationa| 1 1 0 0 0 2 25149 (30 |0
Mathematics | Teacher assessment |School 0 (0 (O (O [O |7 [14]57 220
National o [o o [o [1 [3 [17]46]31]0
Test/Task School 0 |2 [o o [o |7 [12]57]21]0
National 1 |1 oo Jo [3 |[15]43][36]0
Science Teacher assessment | School 0 |0 |0 [0 |0 |2 [17|52]29/0
National 0 [o o o o |1 [11]s0][37]0
Test/Task School o [o o [o o [2 [14a]55]29]0
National 1 [1 o o [o [1 [8 [51]3]0

Percentage of pupils attaining at least level 4 in mathematics, science, and either
English or Welsh (first language)

by Teacher Assessment by Test
In the school 76% In the school 76%
In Wales 72% In Wales 72%

Pupils who are excepted under statutory arrangements from part or all of the National Curriculum
Pupils who have failed to register a level because of absence

Pupils who have failed to register a level for reasons other than absence

Pupils who are working towards level 1

sT>0
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Appendix D

Evidence base of the inspection

e The inspection was undertaken by a team of four inspectors who were present
at the school for a total of 12 days.

e The headteacher was the nominee and a peer assessor was part of the team.

e A pre-inspection meeting was held with parents and the GB to discuss the life
and work of the school.

e 108 questionnaires were completed by parents and were analysed in detail;
87% of them were positive.

e Discussions were held with the headteacher, staff with responsibilities and
support staff.

e The school’'s documentation and samples of pupils’ work were examined.
e 62 lessons or sessions were observed.

e A sample of pupils’ work across the age range in every year group was
examined.

e The inspectors listened to a sample of children reading.
e Discussions were held with pupils about the life of the school.

e Pupils’ behaviour was observed during lunchtime, break time and at the
beginning and end of the school sessions.

e The inspectors attended assemblies and observed extra curricular activities.

e Post-inspection discussions were held with the staff and the GB.
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Appendix E

Composition and responsibilities of the inspection team

Team member Responsibilities
Mrs Eleri Betts Context, summary and recommendations.
Registered Inspector Key Questions 1, 3, 6.
Early Years, Welsh.
Mrs Deris Williams Contributions to questions 1,3,5,7
Lay Inspector
Mr Ogwyn Philips Key questions 4,7, science, religious
Team Inspector education
Mrs Eleri Hurley Observing meetings and contributing
Peer Assessor to team meetings.
Mrs Tegwen Ellis Head Attending team meetings.
Nominee
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Ysgol Cynwyd Sant was inspected as part of a national programme of school
inspection. The purpose is to identify good features and shortcomings in schools
in order that they may improve the quality of education offered and raise the
standards achieved by their pupils. The inspection of all schools within a six-year
cycle is also designed to give parents more information about their child’s school.
A copy of this summary is sent to every family with a child at the school. The full
report can be obtained from the school.

The inspection of Ysgol Cynwyd Sant took place between June 13th and June
16th 2005. An independent team of inspectors, led by Mrs Eleri Betts, undertook
the inspection. Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, the National
Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection.

The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality
of education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management
and the contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development. This summary report may be reproduced for non-
commercial educational purposes but only as a whole and provided it is
reproduced verbatim without adaptation and the source and date thereof are
stated.

The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as
follows:

Grade 1 good with outstanding features

Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings

Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings

Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas
Grade 5 many important shortcomings

There are three types of inspection.

For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions.

For short inspections, there is no subject report.

For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects.

For full inspections, there are also reports on all subjects.

Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the basis of its
past performance. Most schools receive a standard inspection. All special schools,

pupil referral units and any new or amalgamated schools receive a full inspection.

This school received a standard inspection
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Year groups and key stages

Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of
compulsory schooling to 18 years age. This system emphasises the importance of
continuity and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and
LEAs.

The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who
attain the age of 5 during the academic year. Year 1 refers to the year group of
pupils who attain the age of 6 during the academic year and so on. Year 13 is the
year group of students who attain the age of 18 during the academic year.

Primary phase:

Year |R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y 4 Y5 Y 6
Ages |4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11

Secondary phase:

Year [Y7 [Y8 [Y9 [Y10 [Y11 [Yi12 [Y13
Ages | 11-12 [12-13 [13-14 |14-15 | 15-16 | 16-17 | 17-18

The national curriculum covers four key stages as follows:

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2
Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6
Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9
Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11

The governing body is responsible for changing its development plan to incorporate
the implementation of action points in response to the recommendations within 5
working days of receiving the report, demonstrating how the school intends dealing
with the recommendations. This plan or a summary of it will be distributed to all
parents.
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List of abbreviations in alphabetical order.

ACCAC Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales
(Awdurdod Cymwysterau, Cwricwlwm ac Asesu Cymru)

CoP Code of Practice

CSl Core Subject Indicator

EBP Education Business Partnership
GB Governing Body

ICT Information and Communications Technology
IEP Individual Education Plan
INSET In-Service Training

KS1 Key Stage 1

KS2 Key Stage 2

LEA Local Education Authority

NC National Curriculum

NOF New Opportunities Funding
PSE Personal and Social Education
PTA Parent-Teacher Association
SDP Special Educational Plan

SEN Special Educational Needs
WAG Wales Assembly Government

Y Year
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Context

\ The nature of the provider

1.

Ysgol Cynwyd Sant is located in the town of Maesteg. It is a Welsh medium
school which serves a wide area across the Llynfi and Upper Afan valleys
including the villages of Caerau, Nantyffyllon, Garth, Cwmfelin, Llangynwyd,
Coytrahen and the town of Maesteg. A number of pupils come from villages
outside the catchment area, such as Bryn and Tondu. The school notes that the
town of Maesteg and the school’s catchment area have changed over time and
that the catchment area now includes an Objective One area. The LEA is
Bridgend.

The school established itself in its current building, overlooking the town, in
1990, following a period of some forty years in Nantyffyllon. Part of the building
was used until recently by a youth club but in September 2003 the school
gained sole use of the building. The nursery class was moved to this part of the
building.

There are currently 319 pupils in the school, a figure which includes 49 pupils of
nursery age. Approximately 98% of pupils come from homes where Welsh is
not the first language. Around 17% of pupils claim free school meals and some
1% come from ethnic minority backgrounds. There are no pupils statemented
for SEN but 80 are on stages of the CoP.

The school was last inspected in April 1999 and awarded the Investors in
People award in February 2003 and the Basic Skills Quality Mark during March
2004.

| The school’s priorities and targets

The schools main objectives are to:

create a happy and safe environment where each child is given an opportunity
to reach his/her full potential;

provide pupils with a variety of experiences and opportunities so that they can
make knowledge-based decisions and choices in the future.

The school’s priorities for this year are to:

continue with programmes to refine the school’s policies, schemes of work and
monitoring, and raise standards in specific aspects of language, mathematics,
design and technology and music;

develop schemes and provision for key skills across the school;

develop aspects of the school’s assessment system;

develop the school’s self-evaluation procedures;
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e develop the building by establishing a computer suite, ensuring access for
pupils with disabilities and dealing with the building’s maintenance issues;
¢ maintain the school’s close links and those further afield..

Summary

5. This school has committed teachers who work well as a team. They are
effectively and efficiently led by a firm and inspired head. There is a strong
community feeling within the school.

6. The inspection team agreed with the judgement made by the school in its self-
evaluation document in six out of the seven key questions.

7. The inspection team judged the work of the school as follows:

Table of grades awarded

. Inspection
Key question grade
How well do learners achieve? Grade 2
2 How effective are teaching, training and assessment? Grade 2
3 How well do the learning experiences meet the needs
: : : Grade 2
and interests of learners and the wider community?
4 How well are learners cared for, guided and
Grade 1
supported?
5 How effective are leadership and strategic
Grade 1
management?
6 How well do leaders and managers evaluate and
. : Grade 1
improve quality and standards?
7 How efficient are leaders and managers in using G
? rade 1
resources?
Standards
8. In general, standards in lessons observed are as follows:
Grade 1 | Grade 2 | Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

17% 62% 21% - -
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9. For under fives standards across the six areas of learning are as follows:

Nursery
Language, literacy and communication skills Grade 1
Mathematical development Grade 1
Personal and social development Grade 1
Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 1
Creative development Grade 1
Physical development Grade 1

Reception
Language, literacy and communication skills Grade 1
Personal and social development Grade 1
Mathematical development Grade 1
Knowledge and understanding of the world Grade 1
Creative development Grade 1
Physical development Grade 1

10. Standards in KS1 and KS2 in the subjects inspected are as follows:

Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2

Welsh Grade 2 Grade 2

English Not applicable Grade 2

Science Grade 2 Grade 2

History Grade 2 Grade 3

Religious education Grade 2 Grade 2

11. Standards of achievement in lessons observed are far higher than WAG all-
Wales targets that, by 2007, 98% of standards should be satisfactory or better
(Grade 3) and 65% good or better (Grade 2).

12. The overall quality of the provision for under fives is appropriate to their needs
and children make good progress towards the Desirable Outcomes for
Children’s Learning.

13. Pupils with SEN make good progress and achieve appropriate standards,
attaining the targets set for them, and reach their potential.

14. In key skills standards for under fives are good with outstanding features. In

KS1 standards in key skills are good with no important shortcomings in
listening, speaking, reading, writing and numeracy and in ICT good features
outweigh shortcomings. In KS2, standards in speaking, reading, writing,
numeracy and ICT are good. Although standards in listening are generally
good, there are shortcomings in some classes with the result that pupils do not
always keep on task. Pupils’ bilingual fluency is good.




15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Report By Mrs E. Betts
Ysgol Cynwyd Sant — June 2005

Pupils’ personal and social skills develop well. Pupils, almost without
exception, are entirely sure of what is expected of them.

Pupils’ creative skills develop well and they solve problems successfully; their
entrepreneurial skills however, are less developed. Pupils’ awareness of the
importance of equal opportunities is good.

Results of teacher assessment at the end of KS1 over the last three years
show that pupils make significant progress since coming to the school.
Benchmarking shows that pupils compare fairly with county and national levels
although they are slightly below the average.

In KS2 results over the last four years show that pupils, by the time they reach
the end of KS2, compare very favourably when benchmarked against the LEA
and the national figure.

Pupils’ behaviour in whole-school collective worship is outstanding; they show
high levels of self-discipline and support for each other. When walking around
the building they are courteous and considerate. By the afternoon session the
behaviour of certain pupils in some classes deteriorates somewhat.

Although a small number of parents suggest that bullying occurs occasionally,
no indication was seen of oppressive behaviour during the inspection.
However, the school has appropriate systems in place to deal with pupils who
misbehave or bully.

Pupils’ attitudes to their work is good; almost without exception they respond
constructively to success and failure.

The majority of pupils are regularly present and the attendance figure during the
last three terms is 94%.

The quality of education and training

23.

In the lessons observed, the quality of teaching was judged as follows:

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

15% 69% 16% - -

24.

Where teaching was observed to be good and sometimes outstanding, clear
instructions were given, effective use was made of a wide range of resources
including ICT and of a variety of teaching strategies such as skilful questioning
techniques. Tasks developing independence, a clear focus on learning
objectives and appropriate summing up sessions were seen. Teachers plan
their lessons purposefully and share learning objectives with pupils at the
beginning of each activity. The teaching in under fives’ classes was consistently
good and often outstanding.
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34.
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In a number of Grade 3 lessons tasks were not sufficiently challenging nor
adequately differentiated for the age and ability within the class, and the pace of
lessons did not engage pupils’ full attention.

Pupils with SEN are taught effectively and they make good progress towards
their targets. They are skilfully supported by their teachers and their support
staff. There are good arrangements for teaching pupils who underachieve in
small groups.

There is a clear policy and comprehensive, organised and manageable
procedures for assessing pupils’ work. Teachers monitor and review pupils’
progress regularly.

Detailed records are kept of tracking individual pupils’ progress from the
baseline assessment to their progress in core and foundation subjects as they
progress through the school. Quantitative and personal targets are set for
pupils. Their work is marked regularly. Reports to parents, including reports for
under fives, comply with requirements.

The curriculum for under fives provides exciting opportunities to learn under the
direction of adults whilst also encouraging them to discover things for
themselves and develop curiosity. The school shows initative in its provision for
pupils between five and seven and is making good strides towards the
introduction of the foundation phase.

For KS1 and KS2 curricular experiences provided are broad and balanced. The
school has appropriate schemes of work. However, mid-term teaching plans
are less effective; this planning is not detailed enough to ensure progression in
skills from one year to the next, particularly in KS2. During the inspection, work
was seen given on the same level to a number of classes of different ages,
which hampered pupils’ progress; the work was not always sufficiently
challenging for older pupils.

The school has an appropriate homework policy; the work is a good extension
of school work in numeracy and language.

The cwricwlwm Cymreig is a striking element of curricular provision. Ensuring
an input from purposeful visitors and visits to key places is a prominent factor in
planning. A clear emphasis is placed on pupils’ cultural development through
establishing a strong awareness and respect for the culture of Wales and its
heritage, as well as other cultures.

Pupils benefit from equal opportunities which enable them to contribute to a
wide range of extra-curricular activities.

Pupils’ spiritual and moral development is outstanding. Whole-school
assemblies are celebrations of the life of the school community. The spiritual
feeling created in them and pupils’ responses make them memorable
occasions. Assemblies are used to share moral messages which build on
provision for this in classes.
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Pupils’ social development is good; pupils from the nursery upwards have
opportunities to take responsibilities. Members of the School Council are very
aware of their responsibilities as representatives of their classes; they show
enthusiasm in the work. Collecting money for good causes locally and
nationally is an important part of life at the school and this promotes pupils’
understanding of citizenship, and the world of work.

The school promotes an awareness of the importance of sustainable
development. The school’'s Eco Committee sets targets for improving the
school’s Eco position and the way forward and the school, places emphasis on
healthy living and eating.

The school’s partnerships are good and often outstanding. With Ysgol Gyfun
Llanhari links go further than transition arrangements to include visits from
teachers. Links at primary school level are good with outstanding features. The
induction programme for commencing in the nursery class and the transition
process for pupils to the secondary sector are very successful.

Links with parents are good; they receive numerous letters regarding all
aspects of school life. The PTA is very active and raises significant amounts of
money to support the school. The school, through its ‘Language and Play’
scheme, welcomes new parents into the school to learn about their children’s
development, and by doing so promotes lifelong learning successfully.

Pupils’ health and safety are a priority. Staff know their pupils well. They
celebrate success in a variety of ways and establish a caring and friendly ethos.
The school has a child protection policy which identifies purposeful
arrangements. Pupils with SEN are assured of full inclusion in life at the school.

Although the school does not have a policy on industry, its policy on links with
the community shows that there are appropriate links, and the school has won
an EBP award for 2004.

Pupils are well supervised during the day, at break times and at the end of the
day. Arrangements for escorting pupils to the buses are very effective. The
school had already begun to address the issue of safety discussed with the
head during the inspection.

Leadership and management

42.

43.

44.

The quality of leadership provided by the head is good with outstanding
features.

Agreed aims and values are reflected well in the life and ethos of the school.
A good proportion of responsibilities are shouldered by each member of staff

and curriculum coordinators undertake their monitoring and evaluation
responsibilities very rigorously.
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All members of staff including administrative staff, the nursery assistant,
teachers’ aides and lunchtime supervisors are encouraged to contribute actively
to the life and work of the school. This is an outstanding feature.

The GB is very proactive and completely aware of its responsibilities. Members
make an important contribution in guiding the school and its strategic plans.

A culture of self-evaluation has been established for some time and all
stakeholders in the school take ownership of the self-evaluation process. Self-
evaluation is based on firm evidence. The school analyses its performance
regularly against local and national schools.

The SDP is a clear and purposeful document which moves the school forward
in the short and long term.

The school has a good supply of teaching staff to support the number of pupils
on roll. It invests generously in teaching staff. Appropriate arrangements are in
place for performance management and the individual professional
development for staff.

The school has very good resources to support the NC and for extra curricular
activities.

Since the last inspection, a number of improvements have been undertaken to
the school buildings. The staff are innovative and succeed in creating a
stimulating and motivating environment whilst making effective use of various
rooms available.

Although the school does its best to plan for pupils with physical disabilities, full
adaptation of the building for these pupils is difficult. Although classrooms and
other rooms are kept neat and tidy, cleanliness and the general appearance of
the building and the site could be improved in places.

There is a very appropriate link between decisions on expenditure and the
school’s priorities. The head and GB review needs and the use of resources
regularly. Financial management is good and the school offers good value for
money. The school has made good progress since the last inspection.
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Recommendations

In order to improve the school, staff and the GB need to:

R1. raise standards in history in KS2 and respond to shortcomings identified in the
other subjects inspected,;

R2. continue to develop strategies for keeping a small minority of pupils on task in
KS2;

R3. review progression in schemes of work to ensure more consistently challenging
activities as pupils move through the school;

R4. address the safety issue identified during the inspection.

The school is responding though its SDP and its self-evaluation document to R2, R3
and R4.
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