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Malpas Court Primary School was inspected as part of a national programme of 
school inspection.  The purpose is to identify good features and shortcomings in 
schools in order that they may improve the quality of education offered and raise 
the standards achieved by their pupils.  The inspection of all schools within a six-
year cycle is also designed to give parents more information about their child’s 
school.  A copy of this summary is sent to every family with a child at the school.  
The full report can be obtained from the school.  
 
The inspection of Malpas Court Primary School took place between 17th – 20th 
October 2005.  An independent team of inspectors, led by Mr Peter Mathias, 
undertook the inspection.  Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, 
the National Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection. 
 
The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality 
of education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management 
and the contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development.  This summary report may be reproduced for non-
commercial educational purposes but only as a whole and provided it is 
reproduced verbatim without adaptation and the source and date thereof are 
stated. 
 
The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as 
follows: 
 
 Grade 1 good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings 
 Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings 
 Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
 Grade 5 many important shortcomings 
 
 
There are three types of inspection: 
 
For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions. 
 
For short inspections, there are no subject sections. 
For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects. 
For full inspections, there are also reports in all subjects. 
 
Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the basis of 
past performance.  Most schools receive a standard inspection and any new or 
amalgamated schools receive a full inspection. 
 
This school received a full inspection.
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Year groups and key stages 
 
Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of 
compulsory schooling to 18 years age.  This system emphasises the importance of 
continuity and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and 
LEAs. 
 
The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who 
attain the age of 5 during the academic year.  Year 1 refers to the year group of 
pupils who attain the age of 6 during the academic year and so on.  Year 13 is the 
year group of students who attain the age of 18 during the academic year. 
 
Primary phase: 
 

Year R Y 1 Y 2 Y 3 Y 4 Y 5 Y 6 
Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11 

 
Secondary phase: 
 

Year Y 7 Y 8 Y 9 Y 10 Y 11 Y 12 Y 13 
Ages 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 

 
The national curriculum covers four key stages as follows: 
 

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2 
Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6 
Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9 
Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11 

 
 
 
The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan to 
incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of 
receiving this report, showing what the school is going to do about the 
recommendations.  This plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at 
the school.
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Context 
 
The nature of the provider 
 
1. Malpas Court Primary School with 162 pupils on roll is situated two miles from 

the centre of Newport. It serves the local area where there is a high degree of 
social disadvantage.  A significant number of families live in local authority 
accommodation.  Pupils come from a range of family backgrounds.  The school 
reports that 60% of pupils are entitled to free school meals which is well above 
the local and national averages.  

 
2. The school reports that children enter the nursery generally with below average 

abilities.  Of the 39 children who attend the nursery on a part time basis, over 
half transfer to reception classes in other schools.  About one third of the 
school population has some degree of special educational needs (SEN).  
Fifteen pupils have statements of SEN, nearly all for speech and language 
difficulties.  There are two special classes; one for KS1 pupils and the other for 
KS2 pupils who have speech and language difficulties.  They attend the school 
from a wide area. 

 
3. English is the first language in all but three families.  No pupil has Welsh as a 

first language.  Two boys were excluded temporarily in the previous school 
year. 

 
4. The deputy headteacher has been the acting headteacher for one year.  The 

school holds the Basic Skills Quality Mark 2 (2004).  The school has an 
appropriate set of aims, which emphasise trustworthiness, endeavour and 
consideration for others.   

 
The school’s priorities and targets 
 
5. The school’s priorities and targets for 2004/2006 are: - 
 
• to improve conditions for learning and raising standards in literacy and  

numeracy; 
• to promote equality and an understanding of cultural diversity; 
• to improve pupils’ use and understanding of information and communications  

technology (ICT); 
• to increase pupils’ knowledge of sustainable development and global  

citizenship; 
• to improve aspects of the school’s fabric. 
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Summary  
 
6. Malpas Court is a good school, with outstanding features.  It is very well led.  It 

has made significant progress recently in raising standards and in addressing 
the key issues of the last inspection.  The inspection team agrees with the 
judgements made by the school about the standards pupils achieve and with 
two out of the other six key questions about the other areas of its work.  In the 
remaining key questions, the inspection team has awarded higher grades.   
The school has made significant progress since the self-evaluation was 
undertaken in June 2005. 

 
Table of grades awarded 
 
Key question 
 

Inspection 
grade 

1 How well do learners achieve? 2 
2 How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 1 
3 How well do the learning experiences meet the needs 

and interests of learners and the wider community? 1 

4 How well are learners cared for, guided and 
supported? 1 

5 How effective are leadership and strategic 
management? 1 

6 How well do leaders and managers evaluate and 
improve quality and standards? 1 

7 How efficient are leaders and managers in using 
resources? 1 

 
Standards 
 
7. Overall pupils’ standards of achievement in subjects and areas of learning 

inspected are as follows: - 
 
Pupils’ 
standards of 
achievement 

Grade 1 
 

8% 

Grade 2 
 

88% 

Grade 3 
 

4% 

Grade 4 
 

0% 

Grade 5 
 

0% 
 
8. Standards of achievement in the lessons are above the Welsh Assembly 

Government (WAG) all Wales target of 95% of standards to be at least Grade 3 
and 50% to be Grade 1 or 2. 

 
9. The overall quality of educational provision for children under five is appropriate 

to their needs and children make good progress towards the Desirable 
Learning Outcomes for Children’s Learning.   
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Subjects and Areas of Learning Early Years 
 
10. The standards of achievement of children under five are as follows: - 
  
                                            Nursery                 Reception 
Language, literacy and communication 1 1 
Personal and social development 1 1 
Mathematical development 1 1 
Knowledge and understanding of the world 1 1 
Creative development 1 1 
Physical development 1 1 
 
In the subjects inspected: - 
 

Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 
English 2 2 
Mathematics 2 2 
Science 2 2 
Welsh Second Language 2 2 
History 2 2 
Geography 2 2 
Information technology 2 2 
Design technology 2 2 
Music 2 2 
Art 1 1 
Religious education 2 2 
Physical education 2 2 
 
11. Pupils’ standards and progress in the key skills of speaking are Grade 2 (good 

features and no important shortcomings).  Pupils’ listening skills are Grade 1 
(good with outstanding features).  They listen very attentively and concentrate 
hard.  In the key skills of reading, writing, numeracy, information and 
communications technology (ICT), in their use of Welsh in everyday contexts 
and in their creative work, pupils’ achievement is Grade 2 (good with no 
important shortcomings).  Pupils achieve Grade 1 (good with outstanding 
features) in their personal and social skills.  They work willingly and eagerly 
with each other and with adults.  They have a very clear understanding of what 
they need to do to improve. 

 
12. Starting from a below average base, children in the nursery and reception 

achieve very well.  In the end of KS1 national assessments for seven year olds 
in 2004, pupils achieved just below the Welsh and local averages.  When 
compared to schools considered broadly similar, these results were above 
most of these similar schools. 

 
13. In the end of KS2 assessments for eleven year olds in 2004, the percentage 

reaching the expected level (Level 4) was below local and the all Wales 
averages.  However, when compared to similar schools these results were 
above most of these schools.  In both the end KS1 and KS2 assessments, the 
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school includes the results of pupils who attend the Unit for Pupils with Speech 
and Language Difficulties. 

 
14. Since 2001 results have improved significantly and many older pupils are now 

achieving above what could reasonably be expected of them bearing in mind 
what they achieved at the age of seven.  The school met the targets set for it 
by the Unitary Authority (UA) in 2004.  There is evidence to suggest that in the 
2005 results there has been a continued improvement.  Pupils from different 
backgrounds often achieve well.  Pupils with special educational needs (SEN) 
often meet and exceed the challenging targets set for them.   

 
15. Pupils’ behaviour is very positive and has some outstanding features.  Pupils 

are highly motivated and show enthusiasm for their work and school life.  
Pupils play together very well and relationships with each other are very good.  
There is a very strong atmosphere of care and concern for each other.  The 
level of attendance at 91.7% is below that expected.  The school has tried hard 
to improve on this figure.  Attendance levels at 93.57% for the six weeks prior 
to the inspection have exceeded UA and all Wales averages.  

 
The quality of education and training 
 
In the lessons observed, the quality of teaching and learning was judged: - 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
11% 81% 8% 0% 0% 

 
16. The percentage of Grade 1 and Grade 2 lessons is well above the WAG target 

of 95% of lessons to be Grade 3 or better.  The percentage of Grade 1 and 
Grade 2 lessons is well above the national target of 50% of lessons to be these 
categories. 

 
17. In the nursery and reception, the teachers show an outstanding appreciation of 

the needs of these children.  They know how to plan and organise lessons that 
are very stimulating and enjoyable for these children. 

 
18. Across the school in KS1 and KS2 in the very best lessons, outstanding 

features include: - 
 
• Very warm and positive relationships between teachers and their pupils. 
• Very stimulating and exciting teaching which makes the subjects being taught  

come to life. 
• Very clear and precise explanations of what pupils should learn during the  

lessons and detailed reviews to check that the lesson objectives have been 
met. 

• Outstanding subject knowledge and skills in demonstrating what pupils should 
aim to achieve. 

• Confident use of incidental Welsh to promote pupils’ bilingual skills. 
• Very well developed strategies to encourage personal skills and a sense of 

responsibility. 
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19. Arrangements to monitor pupils’ long-term achievements and progress are very 

rigorous and teachers use this information very well to ensure that many pupils 
reach or exceed the realistic targets set for them.  They also use shorter-term 
targets for individual pupils very effectively to raise standards of achievement.  
All teachers monitor their pupils’ progress regularly.  However, the school has 
correctly identified the need to complete the process of putting in place 
collections of pupils’ work in all subjects to indicate the standards which pupils 
should achieve year on year. 

 
20. The curriculum is very broad and very well balanced.  It meets legal 

requirements and reflects very well the needs of all pupils, including those from 
different backgrounds.  It is very well organised to promote pupils’ basic and key 
skills.  An outstanding feature is the wide variety of visits out of school and 
visitors to the school, which considerably enriches pupils’ learning.  Links with 
industry and the world of work are strong.  Arrangements to promote pupils’ 
personal development, including their spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development, have some very strong features.  These include some 
outstanding arrangements to foster pupils’ social development.  Provision for 
cultural development, and an understanding of Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig, are also 
strong features.  In art, the recognition of Welsh artists in pupils’ everyday work 
is an outstanding feature.  

  
21. The quality of care, guidance and support is good with outstanding features.  

The school has a very positive ethos and every pupil is involved and included.  
There are very positive links with parents.  Induction arrangements for the early 
years are carefully planned and implemented.  There are well-organised 
policies and procedures to monitor pupils’ attendance, punctuality, behaviour 
and performance.  Pupils with SEN are very well supported and have 
outstanding provision, which leads to an inclusive curriculum where all pupils 
are valued and have equal access to their learning.  

 
Leadership and management  
 
22. The leadership shown by the acting headteacher is very strong and is based on 

a very clear vision for the future of the school.  Outstanding features include a 
very rigorous analysis of the school’s strengths and areas for development 
leading to very well constructed, co-ordinated and effective plans to address 
shortcomings.  The leadership of the senior management team is cohesive.  It 
has promoted very successfully a commitment from all staff to have high 
expectations and to give pupils the best opportunities they can to help them 
succeed.  There are very thorough arrangements, which are regularly used, to 
judge the effectiveness of teaching and learning across the school.  This 
outstanding leadership is beginning to drive up standards further, but has yet to 
have its full impact. 

 
23. The governing body is closely involved in the life of the school and is well led.  

It has a strong sense of direction and purpose.  It holds the acting headteacher 
to account in a positive and constructive way.  The school self-evaluation 
document is very carefully constructed and reflects the opinions of staff, 
governors, parents and older pupils.  It is very closely linked to the school 
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development plan (SDP) and a three-year school improvement plan.  Where 
the school’s self evaluation has inaccuracies, this is due to the improvements 
made in the school since the self-evaluation was completed in June 2005. 

 
24. The accommodation is good.  The school provides a very attractive and 

stimulating environment for the children in the early years and for pupils in KS1 
and KS2.  The school is very well staffed for the number of pupils.  Learning 
resources are of a very good quality and quantity.  Resources are carefully 
matched to the school’s needs.  

 
25. Overall, bearing in mind the standards of achievement of many pupils by the 

age of eleven, often from a well below average base, together with the 
outstanding quality of teaching and exceptional leadership of the school, the 
school gives good value for money.  The progress made by the school since its 
last inspection is good with outstanding features. 

 
 
Recommendations 
 
In order to improve the school in the areas inspected the staff and governing body 
need to: - 
 
R1 Complete the process of making collections of pupils’ work in all subjects to 

indicate the standards pupils should achieve year on year. 
 
R2 Continue to take steps to improve pupils’ attendance to the expected levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan to 
incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of 
receiving the report, showing what the school is going to do about the 
recommendations.  This plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at 
the school. 
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Standards 
 
Key question 1: How well do learners achieve? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
26. Overall the findings of the inspection team match the judgements made by the 

school in its self-evaluation report. Pupils’ standards of achievement are as 
follows:  

 
Pupils’ 
standards of 
achievement 

Grade 1 
 
8% 

Grade 2 
 
88% 

Grade 3 
 
4% 

Grade 4 
 
0% 

Grade 5 
 
0% 

 
27. Pupils’ standards of achievement in lessons are above the Welsh Assembly 

Government (WAG) all Wales target of 95% standards to be at least Grade 3 
and 50% to be Grade 2 or better. 

 
28. The overall quality of the education provided for children under five is 

appropriate to their needs and children make good progress towards the 
desirable learning outcomes for children’s learning. 

 
29. Baseline assessments indicate that achievement is generally well below 

average for children when they begin school. 
 
Subjects and Areas of Learning Early Years 
             Nursery                Reception 
Language, literacy and communication 1 1 
Personal and social development 1 1 
Mathematical development 1 1 
Knowledge and understanding of the world 1 1 
Creative development 1 1 
Physical development 1 1 
 
In KS1 and KS2 in the subjects inspected, standards of achievement are as follows:- 
 
Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 
English 2 2 
Mathematics 2 2 
Science 2 2 
Welsh second language 2 2 
History 2 2 
Geography 2 2 
Information technology 2 2 
Design technology 2 2 
Music 2 2 
Art 1 1 
Religious education 2 2 
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Physical education 2 2 
30. Pupils with SEN and those with English as an additional language achieve well 

including those in the speech and language unit.   
 
31. In the 2004 National Curriculum assessments for seven year olds, including 

those from the KS1 unit for pupils with speech and  language difficulties, 
attainment from a lower than average starting point was just below the Welsh 
and local averages.  This attainment was above most schools considered to 
have similar proportions of free school meals.  Since 2001, results have 
improved significantly.  Over this period, girls have outperformed boys.  Since 
2001 results have improved.  

 
32. In the KS2 national assessments for eleven year olds in 2004, including the 

speech and language unit for KS2 pupils, the percentage of pupils reaching or 
exceeding the expected level (Level 4) was below the local and Welsh 
averages.  However, when compared to schools considered to have broadly 
similar backgrounds, these results were above most of these schools.  These 
results have shown a significant improvement over recent years.  For example, 
while results are below the national average, the gap has closed significantly.  
Many pupils achieve better than could be reasonably be expected of them 
based upon their results at the age of seven.  While the relative performance of 
boys and girls varies between subjects, overall the girls perform better than the 
boys.  The school has met its targets set for it by the UA.  There is evidence to 
suggest that results in 2005 have continued to improve sharply. 

 
33. Overall, pupils’ development of key skills is Grade 2 (good features and no 

significant shortcomings).  In KS1 and KS2 pupils’ standards and progress in 
the key skill of speaking are good.  Pupils speak confidently and clearly.  In 
both key stages, pupils listen and concentrate very well for longer periods.  In 
the key skill of reading pupils make good progress bearing in mind their below 
average starting points.  In both key stages, pupils use their skills in writing for 
a range of purposes well, for example in history and science.  Pupils use their 
numeracy skills well in both key stages and measure, calculate and record 
information confidently in other subjects.  Pupils use ICT well to support their 
learning, for example when finding out information, in measuring and in 
presenting their findings.  Many pupils are able to draft, edit and print their 
work. 

 
34. Pupils’ problem solving skills are good.  They make good progress in reasoning 

things out for themselves.  A strong feature in the school is the confidence in 
which pupils use their bilingual skills in class and in informal situations for 
example, when moving about the school.  Personal and social skills are 
particularly strong features.  Pupils’ personal and social skills are a particularly 
strong feature.  They behave very sensibly to each other and have a strong 
sense of responsibility.  They co-operate very willingly with each other and with 
adults.  They are enthusiastic in their work.  Pupils’ creative skills are good and 
they have a very clear picture of what they need to do to improve their own 
learning and acquire new knowledge and understanding.  They make good 
progress to fulfil their potential. 
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35. Pupils’ attitudes to learning, the interest they show in their work, and their ability 

to sustain concentration are good with outstanding features. Pupils are highly 
motivated; they show enthusiasm for their work and school life. Almost all pupils 
work hard in lessons, concentrate well and make effective use of their time. 

 
36. Pupils are very well behaved and show respect for each other. As a result of the 

high expectations set by all adults in the school, even the youngest pupils know 
what is expected of them. They are friendly, polite and considerate from the 
earliest stages and relate well to adults.  Pupils move around the school in a 
disciplined manner and demonstrate a high degree of maturity. 

 
37. Pupils play together very well and relationships with each other are very good. 

Older pupils are sensitive to the needs of their peers and the younger ones. For 
example, trained peer mediators willingly help to resolve conflicts and ensure 
that no one is friendless at playtime. There were no incidents of anti-social 
behaviour during the inspection. Pupils understand that bullying is unacceptable 
behaviour and are aware of what to do should it occur. 

 
38. The average rate of attendance for the three terms prior to the inspection was 

91.71%. Most pupils attend school regularly and the majority are punctual in 
their arrival at the start of the school day. Absences are mainly due to illness but 
an increasing number of family holidays in term time adversely affect the overall 
rate. Systems are in place to improve this aspect of school life, and there is 
evidence that at 93.5% the attendance rate for the first six weeks of the current 
term has exceeded the UA and all Wales averages.  In the previous school year 
two boys were temporarily excluded.  The proper procedures were followed. 

 
39. Pupils make excellent progress in their personal, social, moral and wider 

development. This is an outstanding feature of the school. Pupils co-operate 
willingly in pairs and small groups.  They encourage each other during lessons 
and at other times. They recognise the needs of others and support each other 
thoughtfully.  

 
40. Pupils have an extremely good understanding of equal opportunity issues 

because the concept is firmly embedded in the culture of the school. Pupils with 
special needs are fully integrated in all aspects of school life. Through their work 
in religious studies and geography, as well as the wider experiences that the 
school provides such as the adoption of a school in Africa, pupils learn to 
understand other beliefs and cultures and demonstrate a high level of respect 
for those from other backgrounds. 

 
41. Pupils develop a sense of belonging within the school and the local community. 

They are involved in community regeneration projects such as tree planting and 
litter removal. Pupils develop corporate responsibilities through their roles on 
the school council as peer mediators and buddies.  Pupils take their 
responsibilities very seriously and show great commitment to their roles.  

 
 

14 



                            Report by Mr Peter Mathias  
                                                     Malpas Court Primary School – October 2005  
 
 

The quality of education and training 
 
Key question 2:   How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
42. The findings of the inspection team do not match the judgements made by the 

school in its self-evaluation report where it was judged to be Grade 2 as good 
and no important shortcomings. This is because this aspect of the school has 
improved since the self-evaluation was carried out in June 2005. 

 
Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

11% 81% 8% 0% 0% 
 
43. The percentage of Grade 1, 2 or 3 lessons is well above the WAG target for 

95% of lessons to be Grade 3 or better.  The percentage of Grade 1 and Grade 
2 lessons is well above the national target of 50% of lessons to be in these 
categories. 

 
44. In the nursery and reception, the teachers show an outstanding appreciation of 

the needs of children and how to plan and organise lessons which are very 
stimulating and enjoyable for these children.  Children work and play together 
very willingly and made good progress often from below average starting 
points. 

 
45. Across KS1 and KS2, in the very best lessons teachers establish very warm 

and positive relationships, which encourage pupils to give of their best.  
Teachers treat their pupils very fairly.  They very successfully encourage them 
to be self-disciplined and to have very good attitudes to their learning.  The 
teachers plan very carefully to make their lessons interesting and to make the 
subjects come to life, for example when learning about life in Stuart England.  A 
particularly strong feature in these lessons is the emphasis teachers place on 
making their pupils aware of what they will learn during the lessons and then in 
following up what they have gained as a result of the teaching.  Pupils are 
congratulated when they have achieved these objectives. 

 
46. In some exceptional lessons, the teachers begin with a strong sense of pace 

and purpose.  They demonstrate very well what pupils should aim to achieve 
and then give them every encouragement to reach the very high standards set. 
Teachers are very mindful of ensuring that all pupils are fully involved in the 
lessons and enjoy taking part.  Boys and girls work together willingly and 
behave maturely.  They achieve very high standards and make very good 
progress in a short time.  Overall, teachers take every opportunity to encourage 
pupils to develop their bilingual skills and to increase their personal skills and 
sense of responsibility.  They are very mindful to promote equality of 
opportunities and to treat pupils fairly. 

 
47. Teachers assess pupils’ work very thoughtfully and thoroughly.  They use the 

information about their progress very well to ensure that pupils reach and 
exceed the standards it would be reasonable to expect of them.  An 
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outstanding feature in this process is the careful way in which teachers set 
short-term achievable targets for their pupils to reach and then review their 
progress towards them.  All pupils are made very aware of why these targets 
are set and what they need to do to improve their work. 

 
48. There is close liaison between teachers in the main school and the unit which 

benefits these pupils’ learning very well.  16 pupils are attached to the units, 12 
of whom have statements of SEN.  All pupils are from outside the catchment 
area of the school and are the responsibility of 4 local LEAs.  All pupils’ 
statements include modification of the NC and 2 pupils have NC disapplications.  
There are three pupils in main school who have statements of SEN.  The 
arrangements for the annual review of statements are well established and 
comply with the requirements of the SEN Code of Practice.     

 
49. Assessment systems for identifying pupils with SEN are very effective.  Good 

use is made of baseline assessment and a number of other tests as well as 
teachers’ expertise.  The documentation for this area of the curriculum is very 
good and includes a system of record keeping involving the whole staff. 

 
50. The detailed assessment and subsequent monitoring of individual pupils needs 

and particularly those attending the units ensure that many make very good 
progress. 

 
51. All teachers review pupils’ longer-term progress rigorously.  There is a very 

strong culture amongst all teachers to measure pupils’ progress regularly, and 
to ensure that their pupils are on track to meet the standards of which they are 
capable.  Where necessary, teachers adjust their planning to revisit areas 
where learning has not been as successful as they would like it to be.  All 
teachers are aware of the key objectives for their classes and they plan 
thoroughly to meet them.  The school has correctly identified the need to 
complete the process of assembling collections of pupils’ work in all subjects to 
indicate the standards pupils should achieve year on year. 

 
52. Reports to parents are detailed and provide parents with a good picture of their 

children’s achievements and areas for improvement.  These reports meet legal 
requirements in full. 

 
 
Key question 3:   How well do the learning experiences meet the needs  
and interests of learners and the wider community? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
53. The findings of the inspection team match the judgement made by the school in 

the self-evaluation report, where the school judged this area to be Grade 1.  
 
54. The school responds very well to pupils’ learning needs and provides equal 

access to a broad and enriched curriculum.  The curriculum is well planned and 
delivered by teachers using pupils’ individual needs as a starting point.  As a 
result, pupils are motivated to achieve and are stimulated during most lessons. 
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Teachers have a commitment to create a curriculum which makes links 
between subjects natural.  As a result, pupils’ understanding of lessons is well 
developed.   

 
55. The curriculum provided for pupils with SEN meets their needs very well, both in 

the KS1 and KS2 Language Units and in mainstream classes.  The provision 
meets statutory requirements and the requirements of the locally agreed 
syllabus.  The arrangements for learning support are a strong feature of the 
school’s provision.  This includes the ‘Catch Up’ programme for additional help 
in literacy and numeracy, and for the withdrawal sessions from the classroom 
for individual and small group teaching.  Pupils attending the units are provided 
with intensive speech and language therapy and signing strategies.  Because 
all pupils get quality help and support, they make very good progress. 

 
56. The school has been awarded the Basic Skills Agency Quality Mark 2 and 

whole school planning for the development of key skills is consistently 
undertaken across the curriculum.  This has a very positive impact on pupils’ 
learning and attitudes.  Pupils’ ICT skills develop very well indeed throughout 
both key stages. 

 
57. A rich variety of activities within the school, and off-site visits, enrich learners’ 

experience very well.  There are ample opportunities for extra-curricular sport, 
music and art activities, and instrumental tuition is given in school.  Older KS2 
pupils undertake an annual residential visit to an outdoor activity centre.  Extra-
curricular activities are well attended.  They have a very positive effect on 
pupils’ learning and help to promote their social development. 

 
58. A wide variety of visitors from the local community and from industry enrich 

pupils’ learning experiences. 
 
59. Provision for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development gives pupils a very 

good set of values.  Assemblies are mainly Christian in character.  They are 
reverent, meaningful occasions that fully involve pupils and offer time for quiet 
reflection.  Collective worship meets legal requirements and significant use is 
made of local churches.  Moral development is also promoted well through 
assemblies and discussions in lessons. 

 
60. Provision for social development is an outstanding feature of the school.  There 

are numerous opportunities for pupils to develop their social skills and develop 
responsibility for their actions.  Older pupils take responsibility for younger 
pupils and all pupils enjoy taking responsibilities in the classroom.  The school 
council encourages pupils to have a greater say in the running of the school. 

 
61. Personal and social education is very well structured, and permeates the 

curriculum and ethos of the school.  The positive relationships between the 
pupils and adults who work in the school are a testament to the success of this 
aspect of the school.  The majority of pupils are independent in their learning, 
well behaved and have positive attitudes to learning.  They are well motivated, 
inquisitive and have respect for authority. 
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62. The provision for cultural development is good.  There are good opportunities 

for pupils to learn about Welsh traditions and their own heritage.  They learn 
about different social and cultural traditions through their work on the Christian, 
Jewish and Islamic faiths. 

 
63. Links with parents are good.  A number of parents are involved in supporting 

school activities including fund raising events and reading.  Family Numeracy 
and Literacy Workshops take place, which involve parents working alongside a 
specialist tutor employed by the UA.   

 
64. Good relationships exist with external agencies.  The school receives pupils 

from the local high school for work experience and has links with the local 
college for training teachers. These partnerships help to enrich the pupils’ 
learning experiences and make positive contribution to the personal 
development of the adults and pupils involved. 

 
65. Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig features prominently about the school but is especially 

strong in art, physical education and history.  Teachers provide suitable 
opportunities in subjects to raise pupils’ awareness of the language and culture 
of Wales.  Incidental Welsh is very well promoted across the curriculum and 
throughout the day to ensure that pupils develop their bilingual competence. 

 
66. The school’s partnership with industry is an outstanding feature. The school has 

a detailed industry policy. One teacher is in charge of developing industry links 
and five teachers, including the acting headteacher, have benefited from 
industrial placements that enhance their professional development, and support 
their teaching and management skills. 

 
67. The school has established an impressive number of very useful links with 

industry that help to raise pupils’ awareness of the world of work and further 
strengthen the school’s partnership with parents. Pupils benefit from carefully 
planned and realistic visits that have resulted in interesting work. Pupils’ 
experiences include working with scientists and construction workers during 
‘National Construction’ and ‘Science’ weeks. Their work, for example in literacy, 
design and technology, art and ICT is enhanced through working with 
journalists, an artist in residence and architects. The school benefits materially 
from its links, for example, through the sponsorship of sports kit and the 
planned refurbishment of the gymnasium. Pupils are successful in commercially 
sponsored competitions.   

 
68. The school strongly promotes equal opportunities. Pupils, irrespective of their 

social background, gender, disability or ethnicity are positively included in all 
appropriate school activities. Visitors such as female construction workers and 
rugby coach provide very good role models.  The school makes every effort to 
tackle the social disadvantage of some of its pupils.  

 
69. Pupils develop a secure understanding of sustainable development and an 

awareness of conservation issues through recycling and compost projects in the 
school as well as tree planting in the community. The school has the bronze 
level Eco School status and is working towards the next level. 
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70. Opportunities for pupils to develop the skills required to support economic 

development are very good. All pupils have the opportunity to take responsibility 
by undertaking monitor roles. Pupils help to raise money for good causes. Y5 
pupils apply to be trained as peer mediators. The school council develops 
pupils’ understanding of decision-making. Older members learn about business 
and develop their entrepreneurial skills through successfully running the school 
fruit tuck shop.  

 
71. The school attends well to national priorities for lifelong learning and community 

regeneration. The school hosts family literacy and numeracy courses as well as 
numeracy and play courses to enable parents to help their children with their 
learning. Community groups use the premises in the evenings. Pupils in turn 
see adults as life long learners. Pupils are involved in community projects such 
as the Newport in Bloom and the regeneration of Malpas Court House. 

 
 
Key question 4:   How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 
72. The findings of the inspection team do not match the judgements made by the 

school in its self-evaluation report where it was judged to be Grade 2, as good 
with no significant shortcomings.  This is because the school has improved in 
this area since the self-evaluation report was completed in June 2005. 

 
73. Pupils are cared for, guided and supported particularly well in a very supportive 

and happy environment. The school has a very positive ethos and every pupil is 
valued and included. This is an outstanding feature of the school. 

 
74. The school has very positive partnership with parents. Communication with 

parents is very effective. Regular newsletters and termly curriculum information 
sheets keep parents well informed about events and topics being taught, and 
there is good daily informal contact.   Home/school contact diaries for pupils 
with special needs provide very useful dialogue between parents and teachers. 
Family literacy and numeracy courses are very well attended, and parents say 
they feel better able to support their children as a result.  

 
75. The overwhelming majority of parents in their responses to the questionnaires, 

and at meetings prior to and during the inspection, praised the school for its 
ethos and the good quality education provided for their children, particularly 
those with SEN. Parents’ views are sought through questionnaires and the 
school responds positively to concerns.  A significant number of adults provide 
valuable support in the classroom and with out of school activities.  

 
76. Induction arrangements for the early years are carefully planned and 

implemented. The separate nursery prospectus provides parents with very 
useful information and guidance.  Effective procedures, including a ‘Buddy’ 
system, are in place to support pupils who join the school at a later stage. All 
pupils quickly learn the routines and settle well into school life.  
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77. There are well-established transition arrangements with the receiving secondary 

schools. Y6 pupils are involved in cross-phase design and technology project 
where they use sophisticated equipment and produce good quality products.   
They also work on bridging units in mathematics at the end of Y6 and continue 
these in their new schools.  KS3 teachers teach physical education and the 
schools share initiatives such as ‘Thinking Skills’ as well as facilities such as the 
swimming pool. The ‘Buddy’ system enables pupils to learn the routines during 
the transition stage and settle well in Y7. 

 
78. The high quality of personal support and guidance for pupils is an outstanding 

feature.  The policy is integrated into all aspects of the school’s activities and 
the outcome is reflected in the pupils’ caring and thoughtful attitudes. 

 
79. There are effective policies and procedures in place to monitor pupils’ 

attendance and punctuality, behaviour and performance. Pupils have 
responsibilities through the school council and as peer mediators to help to 
resolve conflicts. Teachers apply policies for behaviour management 
consistently and all adults in the school are very good role models.  

 
80. Pupils’ attendance and punctuality is very carefully monitored. The school works 

very closely with the Education Welfare Officer (EWO) with a small number of 
families that give concern. Pupils with perfect attendance, and those with 
improved attendance and punctuality are rewarded. Letters of congratulations 
are sent to both the parents and the pupils with improved attendance. 

 
81. Pupils’ behaviour is monitored very closely and when required action is taken to 

support pupils who may experience difficulties. The appropriate procedures 
have been followed in the cases of exclusions. Arrangements to encourage 
pupils to behave well are extremely effective. This is evident in the very high 
standards of pupils’ behaviour.  

 
82. The school has achieved the Healthy Schools Scheme Phase 2.  It promotes 

health and fitness for pupils through a wide range of extra-curricular activities, 
including a residential visit to an outdoor pursuits centre, and through the fruit 
tuck shop. The school council works effectively with the cook to implement 
healthy options. 

 
83. The adults in the school are well aware of pupils with particular needs and are 

very knowledgeable about procedures in the event of accidents and 
emergencies, such as how to help pupils with identified allergic reactions. There 
is a comprehensive health and safety policy. Risk assessments are systematic 
and all staff are alert to issues relating to the well being of pupils. Health and 
safety risks to pupils and staff noted during the inspection have been discussed 
with the school and the governing body. 

84. There is an effective policy for child protection and procedures follow the area 
child protection guidelines. The acting headteacher is the nominated person.  
Teachers and support staff are fully aware of their responsibilities and there is a 
named link governor. 
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85. The school has well-planned and documented procedures for dealing with race 

equality, disability discrimination and equal opportunities.  All pupils are 
encouraged and enabled to take part in the activities provided by the school. 
There are effective policies for areas such as bullying, disability, fire prevention 
and Internet access. Although there are no pupils with mobility disabilities 
currently attending the school, there is a suitable accessibility plan that takes 
account of the school site and buildings. 

 
86. In discussion, pupils indicate that misbehaviour or incidents of bullying are not 

tolerated and teachers deal very quickly with concerns. They value the peer 
support system and say that without it, “The school wouldn’t be as friendly as it 
is”.  No incidents of anti- social behaviour were noted during the inspection. 

 
87. The school is outstanding in its efforts to promote diversity and equal 

opportunities. A very good range of activities is provided for pupils through 
personal and social education, and religious education.  These enable them to 
develop an understanding of diversity and equal opportunities such as the 
Africa school project as well as working with female role models in the worlds of 
construction and sports. 

 
 
 

Leadership and management 
 
Key question 5:   How effective are leadership and strategic management? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
88. The findings of the inspection team do not match the judgements made by the 

school in its self-evaluation report, where the quality in this area of its work was 
under-estimated.  The overall quality of leadership and strategic management is 
a strength of the school and is a major factor in the way standards of 
achievement have improved recently. 

 
89. The acting headteacher has a very clear vision for the future of the school and 

gives it a very determined and positive lead.  Her leadership shows some 
outstanding features.  Key to the recent improvement in standards has been a 
very thorough analysis by her of the strengths and areas for improvement in 
the school. They have been frankly and honestly addressed, and form the 
basis for school improvement.  The resulting action plan is very closely linked 
to the school’s needs.  It is an important cog in the process of raising 
expectations and giving the school a clear sense of direction and purpose. 

 
90. The acting headteacher, acting deputy headteacher and senior staff work 

together very well to provide a strong and positive ethos where the school’s 
creed of trustworthiness, hard work, thoughtfulness and respect for each other 
is put fully into practice.  Implicit in all that goes on within the school is the very 
strong commitment to give all pupils the best opportunities possible to succeed.  
Pupils from both of the units play a full part in all aspects of school life.  Their 
contributions are equally valued and recognised. 
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91. The acting headteacher has been very successful in continuing to promote a 

very positive ethos. All teachers have high expectations of their pupils, and this 
often results in high levels of achievement.  There is a very strong sense of 
purpose and urgency amongst all staff.  They work very hard together to make 
their school a success.  This is reflected not only in the challenging targets set 
for individuals and groups of pupils, but also in the very successful way these 
targets have been met.  There are rigorous procedures in place to assess the 
progress pupils are making and to judge the relative performance of different 
groups of pupils.  For example, the school has identified as a priority the need 
to improve the standards of boys’ writing.  The school is energetically working 
to address this.  While standards have improved significantly, the impact of 
recent initiatives have yet to have sufficient time to have their full impact.  

 
92. The school takes very good account of national priorities.  Links with local 

schools are strong.  There are particularly effective working relationships with 
the secondary school to which most pupils transfer.   

 
93. The experienced SEN co-ordinator (SENCo) makes a very important 

contribution to this aspect of school life.  She is very ably supported by the 
acting headteacher, KS2 unit teacher, the senior speech and language 
therapist, and the SEN governor.  Together they ensure that this area of the 
curriculum is very well managed and monitored and that the provision is highly 
effective. 

 
94. There are extensive arrangements for staff appraisal and for monitoring the 

performance of staff.  These are very well constructed and closely linked to a 
three-year School Improvement Plan (SIP) extending to 2008 which is in 
addition to the School Development Plan (SDP).  The impact on improving the 
quality of teaching and learning is outstanding and is reflected in the recent 
raising of the school’s performance in the national assessments.  There are 
effective arrangements to provide teachers with opportunities during the school 
week to undertake professional tasks. 

 
95. The governing body has a close involvement in the life of the school and in 

agreeing with the acting headteacher priorities for the future.  The chair of 
governors provides an experienced and knowledgeable lead, and is very well 
supported by all governors who have a real interest in the life of the school.  
They are very well informed and involved in determining the priorities for the 
future.  They act very conscientiously as a critical friend of the school.  Many 
are regular visitors to the school and are often involved at first-hand in judging 
the progress being made.  This is reflected in the healthy and constructive 
dialogue, which exists between the senior management team and the 
governors.  The governing body meets all of its statutory requirements in full. 
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Key question 6: How well do leaders and managers evaluate and  
improve quality and standards? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
96. The findings of the inspection team do not match the judgements made in its 

self-evaluation report.  This is because there have been significant 
improvements in this area since the self-evaluation was completed in June 
2005.  

 
97. The quality of self-evaluation leading to improvement in the quality of education 

and in standards is a major strength of the school with some outstanding 
features. 

 
98. Building on existing procedures, the acting headteacher has very effectively 

involved staff and governors in rigorously reviewing the school’s strengths and 
areas for development.  This information is clearly evaluated in a school review 
document.  This informs the SDP and the SIP.  Governors and staff are also 
made aware of the impact of their plans and initiatives through an annual school 
progress report.  These documents are very frank, very well supported by first-
hand evidence and carefully collated to ensure that the school’s aspirations are 
translated into very well co-ordinated actions. 

 
99. The process of self-evaluation is firmly rooted in an appreciation of how all 

those involved in the school see its needs.  For example, teachers, parents and 
pupils in KS2 have been canvassed through questionnaires to highlight what 
the school does well and where they would like to see improvements.  These 
results are expressed graphically as part of the SDP and are an integral part of 
it.   

 
100. The acting headteacher has very successfully encouraged a process of self-

review and discussion amongst all teachers on how to move the school forward.  
There are comprehensive and well-constructed arrangements for the senior 
management team and co-ordinators to visit classes to look at the quality of 
teaching and learning, and to monitor the progress being made to agreed 
targets.   

 
101. The SDP and other planning instruments for improvement have particular 

strengths.  For example, the school self-evaluation document and the SDP are 
very well organised and useful documents.  They indicate criteria for success, 
first hand evidence to support judgements and indicate future action.  
Timescales, costings and those with responsibility for initiatives are clearly 
identified. 

 
102. The governing body is kept up to date about the progress the school is making 

towards the targets it is setting for itself.  There are well-developed and effective 
arrangements for the acting headteacher to review the outcomes of decisions, 
and to ensure that resources are effectively deployed and used.  
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103. Overall, the inspection team agrees with the school’s identification of its 

strengths and areas for improvement.  For example, the school has correctly 
identified the need to put in place collections of pupils’ work in all subjects to 
indicate the standards pupils should achieve year on year.  Teachers are 
working constructively to complete these. 

 
104. The inspection team agrees with the judgements made by the school in three of 

the seven key questions.  While the inspection team disagreed with the schools’ 
own self evaluation, this document was completed in June 2005.  Since then 
the school has made significant progress.  Since the last inspection much has 
recently been achieved in raising standards and in addressing the key issues of 
the previous report. 

 
 
Key question 7: How efficient are leaders and managers in using resources? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
105. The findings of the inspection team do not match the judgements made in its 

self-evaluation report when the quality of this area of its work was under-
estimated.  The school considered this area to be Grade 2. 

 
106. The school is very well staffed for the number of pupils on roll.  The 

management of class teams ensures that all classes and activities are 
effectively supported.  Teaching and learning support staff are appropriately 
qualified and skilled.  Their expertise is well matched to the needs of the 
curriculum. 

 
107. Staff are well supported by professional development to ensure maximum 

efficiency.  Training priorities are linked to the needs of the school as identified 
in the SDP.  Teachers work conscientiously to undertake their role as curricular 
leaders and skilled learning support staff ensure that the school functions 
smoothly and effectively. 

 
108. Teachers from the UA visit regularly to provide good support for pupils with 

specific learning difficulties and English as an additional language.  For 
example, the athrawes bro contributes very effectively to the school’s Welsh 
second language curriculum and the promotion of Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig. 

 
109. The school administrators, catering staff, lunchtime supervisors, caretaker and 

cleaners carry out their daily routines and a range of responsibilities efficiently 
and effectively.  The standard of cleanliness within the school is high and the 
outside areas free of litter and graffiti.  The school is an attractive and 
stimulating environment for learning. 

 
110. The overall quality and range of resources to support the delivery of the NC are 

very good.  Resources are used very effectively. They are regularly audited to 
ensure value for money and match the learning needs of the pupils well.  
Interactive whiteboards, computers and computer software are used well by 
pupils to enhance the work they do. 
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111. The high quality of general reading books, reference books, materials and 

equipment found in classes, reading areas, library and resource rooms enhance 
the quality of pupils' work and learning.  Pupils benefit greatly from taking part in 
a good range of educational visits to and from the school. 

 
112. The accommodation is of very good quality and is used well by teachers to 

promote learning.  High quality displays enhance the learning environment 
throughout the school.  Displays encourage pupils to think and give pupils many 
opportunities to talk about their achievements.  Resource rooms and the two 
ICT suites improve practical activities for pupils and enhance learning 
opportunities.  There is a safe and spacious playground with an extensive field 
area and a sensory garden. 

 
113. The accommodation is generous for the number of pupils on roll. The school 

utilises the accommodation very well and makes imaginative use of the long 
corridors and shared areas. 

 
114. Throughout the school, attractive and informative displays in classrooms, and in 

shared and public areas celebrate pupils’ achievements and enhance the 
learning environment.  The attractive grounds, spacious playgrounds and 
gymnasium promote pupils’ physical development well.  The quality and 
quantity of resources for the subjects are very good overall.  Spending 
decisions are closely matched to the school’s priorities.  Overall the school 
provides good value for money. 

 
 
Standards achieved in subjects and areas of learning 
 
Early Years - Provision for the Under Fives 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
115. The overall quality of the educational provision for the under fives is appropriate 

to their needs and pupils are making good progress towards the desirable 
learning outcomes for children’s learning. 

 
Good and outstanding features 

 
Language literacy and communication skills 

 
116. Standards of achievement in language, literacy and communication skills are 

good with outstanding features in nursery and reception, bearing in mind the 
well below average starting points of many of these children.  In the nursery, 
children listen carefully and communicate confidently using facial expressions 
and simple statements.  They listen attentively to favourite stories and join in 
with their teachers in repeating important phrases in the text.  They talk to 
adults confidently, building up their vocabulary when, for example, 
experimenting with water and containers.  They place a number of happenings 
into a sequence of events, starting at the beginning and going on to the end.  
They are beginning to enjoy the sounds letters make and link those sounds to 
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individual letters.  They are starting to learn through their drawings and 
paintings, that marks convey meaning.  In Welsh, they know simple phrases 
and use them confidently.   

 
117. In the reception, children make outstanding progress in learning the sounds 

letters make.  They speak confidently about their likes and dislikes.  They ask 
questions enthusiastically and share their thoughts willingly.  They listen to each 
other carefully.  They recall their favourite stories accurately and identify with 
individual characters in those stories.  They know how to handle books 
correctly, that the reading direction is from left to right, and that books contain 
information.  They are beginning to write to record their work and to form 
recognisable letters. 

 
Personal and Social Development 
 
118. Standards of achievement in personal and social development are good with 

outstanding features in both nursery and reception.   
 
119. An outstanding feature in both nursery and reception is the progress children 

make in developing positive relationships between each other and with adults.  
They settle into the routines willingly.   

 
120. In the nursery, children confidently explore new experiences, for example, when 

using glue and arranging different materials to build up their own collages.  
They feel safe and secure, and get on well with their teachers and with other 
children. 

 
121. Children appreciate that it is important to show care and consideration for 

others and not to be selfish.  They make their own choices confidently, for 
example, when playing outside. 

 
122. In the reception, children show a very well developed ability to concentrate and 

to maintain their interest in their work.  They know how to share and take turns 
fairly.  Many know how to behave sensibly and considerately to each other. 

 
123. Another outstanding feature is that these children know what their teachers 

expect of them and follow instructions willingly.  They are beginning to 
appreciate and respect differences and similarities between their friends. 

 
Mathematical Development 
 
124. Standards of achievement in mathematical development are good with some 

outstanding features.   
 
125. Children in the nursery make some outstanding progress in learning about 

number language when using a wide range of materials and containers.  They 
use number names accurately when playing.  They recognise when two groups 
of objects are of the same number.  They play with shapes thoughtfully, for 
example when completing jigsaw puzzles.  They are beginning to use positional 
language.   
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126. In the reception, children count within ten confidently.  They are beginning to 

use fingers and marks on paper to count.  They write down numbers in order 
carefully.  They confidently predict which number will follow another.  A very 
strong feature is the way in which they count on and back quickly and 
accurately. 

 
Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
 
127. Standards of achievement in knowledge and understanding of the world are 

good with outstanding features in both nursery and reception. 
 
128. In nursery and reception classes, an outstanding feature is the appreciation 

children have of their immediate world around them.  For example, children in 
the nursery know how they have changed since they were babies and think 
what they would like to become.  They describe their features and what has 
happened to them over time.  They are interested in why things happen and 
how things work, for example, when playing with water wheels and siphons.  
They investigate constructional material and use simple tools thoughtfully.   

 
129. Children in the nursery show a keen interest in ICT.  An outstanding feature of 

this is the very confident and accurate way in which children use the mouse to 
open files and to follow instructions.  They use an electronic microscope very 
carefully to examine the bulb they are preparing to plant.  They use scientific 
language to describe the bulb’s appearances and textures.  They distinguish 
bulbs from onions using their senses.   

 
130. In the reception, children have a very secure understanding of how some forces 

push and others pull. They greatly enjoyed the visit from ‘Gary the Clown’  who 
made this learning very practical and fun.  They know that materials can be 
sorted into different groups according to their characteristics and examine them 
carefully.  They are aware of the changes that take place in the senses and 
what plants need to have to be healthy.  They make a range of models and 
objects using tools and glue.  They use the computer confidently, using the 
mouse carefully to click on to different icons to make things happen. 

 
Physical Development 
 
131. Standards of achievement in physical development are good with outstanding 

features in both nursery and reception. 
 
132. There are very well set out and very effective opportunities in secure and 

colourful surroundings for children in the nursery and reception.  These children 
help develop co-ordination, control and movement using as wide range of large 
wheeled toys and play equipment. 

 
133. In the nursery, children move with pleasure and grow in confidence to the 

rhythm and moods of music.  They manage their bodies well to create different 
shapes and movements.  They are very good at following a prescribed route 
around the outside play area when using wheeled toys.  They judge accurately 
when they have enough space ‘to get through’ or when they need to turn 
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around and go back.  They are aware of the need to take care when washing 
their hands and to ensure that their hands are clean.  They are beginning catch 
and throw balls in small groups accurately. 

 
134. In the reception, children know how to move in a range of different directions.   

They constantly experiment with different ways of moving, jumping and landing.  
They have very well developed skills in threading, manipulating tools and in 
climbing.  They dress and undress independently and take responsibility for 
their own personal needs.  They know that some foods are better for them than 
others. 

 
Creative Development 
 
135. Standards of achievement in creative development are good with outstanding 

features in both nursery and reception. 
 
136. In the nursery, children develop their imaginative abilities very well.  As a result 

of the very well planned opportunities provided for them to take on roles, for 
example in the ‘Malpas Clinic’ they pretend to be patients, doctors or 
receptionists.  A very good range of realistic toys and play equipment enables 
them to feel that the parts they are playing are real.  They are beginning to look 
carefully at the texture of materials and to judge their suitability for different 
purposes.  They move rhythmically to music and enjoy making and playing 
music using simple percussion. 

 
137. In the reception, children achieve outstandingly in their understanding of what 

happens when they experiment with mixing colours, and using different 
techniques and styles of painting.  They experiment thoughtfully with simple 
instruments in music and are beginning to use specialist terms to describe the 
sound they make.  They invent characters and pretend to be them, working 
together willingly.  They are beginning to evaluate their own as well as the work 
of others. 

 
 
English 
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
138. In both key stages, most pupils sit and listen attentively to their teachers and to 

each other.  By the end of KS1, many pupils have made significant progress in 
speaking and listening.  Most have developed a broad vocabulary and are able 
to express their ideas and opinions clearly.   

 
139. By the end of KS2, the highest achieving pupils participate well in discussion 

with other children and adults, clearly recounting their experiences. 
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140. Across the key stages, pupils develop speaking skills effectively in paired and 

group work.  The school’s emphasis on speaking and listening, and the very 
good opportunities created within the PSHE programme, are helping pupils to 
make good progress. 

 
141. Pupils are achieving well with their reading.  They benefit from effective and 

regular guided reading sessions. KS1 pupils are developing good reading 
strategies.  They are beginning to understand and respond to books confidently 
and enthusiastically.   

 
142. By the end of Y2 pupils are developing the ability to read fluently and with 

expression.  The majority of KS2 pupils can read with meaning, using effective 
intonation; they can differentiate between fact and fiction.  Pupils respond 
enthusiastically when appreciating books.  By the end of Year 6 pupils of all 
abilities make good progress with their reading.   

 
143. In both KS1 and KS2 pupils are achieving well in writing, and write with 

increasing fluency for different audiences and purposes.  There is good 
evidence of writing in different genres and examples of this are celebrated in 
displays and class books.   

 
144. In KS2, pupils write across a good range of language forms, which include 

descriptions, letters, stories, diaries and poems.  Individual pupils produce very 
good, interesting work showing a good grasp on register, syntax and 
conventions of punctuation. The standard of pupils’ handwriting is good in both 
key stages, whether this is cursive handwriting or printing.  ICT is used to record 
and present writing in different areas of the curriculum and offers opportunities 
for further development. 

 
145. Progress made by pupils with SEN is good.  Pupils are given extra support in 

lessons and are withdrawn for individual and group support from learning 
support assistants and specialist teaching.  Tasks are realistic and pupils see 
their own progress. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
146. There are no significant shortcomings in pupils’ overall achievements.  

However, across the key stages the spelling of key words is sometimes 
inaccurate. 

 
 
Mathematics 
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
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Good features 
 
147. Pupils in Year 1 work practically and count carefully and accurately to match 

groups of objects to the correct number.  They logically explain how they reach 
their answer.  They use appropriate mathematical vocabulary to do this.  In 
Year 2, pupils calculate using money.  They know how to add and subtract 
using different techniques.  They are able to solve simple problems.  Pupils in 
Year 1 use ICT well to help them draw graphs and to interpret data.  Pupils 
recognise and draw lines of symmetry and record changes in temperature.  
They are able to describe how cylinders are constructed and what shapes make 
a cone.  They know the correct vocabulary to describe these solids. 

 
148. In KS2, younger pupils use solid materials to solve problems.  They use 

different operations such as addition, subtraction and multiplication to calculate 
an answer to a problem.  They know the names and qualities of regular 
polygons.  They use rulers correctly to draw accurately different shapes. 

 
149. Older pupils in KS2 follow a series of numbers carefully and deduce logically 

which numbers will come next.  They recognise quickly multiples of numbers.  
They understand positive and negative numbers.  They investigate problems 
using the mathematics they have to suggest answers, for example when 
handling data about word length in books.  They draw line graphs accurately 
and use ICT to help them analyse weather patterns and the occurrence of 
sunny days.  They distinguish between random and rank order when sorting 
data. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
150. There are no important shortcomings. 
 
 
Science 
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
151. Within KS1, pupils know how to conduct a simple experiment and how to 

record it.  For example, they measure carefully how far a toy car can travel 
down an incline, and record the information they collect carefully using ICT to 
produce a graph.  They know that some surfaces are more resistant than 
others when carrying out tests of friction. 

 
152. Pupils in KS1 know that a good diet is an important factor in keeping healthy.  

They chart health and unhealthy foods in their diets.  They know the main parts 
of the body.  
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153. In KS2, younger pupils know how teeth and bones are constructed.  They know 

the names of the different types of teeth and their purposes.  They know what a 
fair test is and are aware of the importance of constants and variables when 
carrying out experiments.  In Year 4, pupils know the names and relative 
position of the planets in our solar system.  They know how the earth rotates 
around the sun and how shadows from the sun change over time.  They are 
able to construct and draw a simple electrical circuit.   

 
154. All the pupils in KS2 have a detailed knowledge of how the body works and 

how to test some of its functions, for example how pulse rates alter during 
exercise.  They record this information well using ICT to measure and display 
their findings.   

 
155. Older KS2 pupils know how to construct and use simple identification keys, for 

example to identify fish.  They construct food webs and chains.  They know 
how to conduct, record and investigate accurately.  For example, they test 
rocks to identify their permeability and other materials to test their conductivity.  
Older pupils know that some drugs are harmful and others have positive 
attributes.  They construct different types of circuits and they know how parallel 
circuits work. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
156. There are no significant shortcomings although in some lessons the more able 

pupils are under challenged and do not always reach the higher levels of which 
they are capable. 

 
 
Welsh Second Language  
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
157. Staff and pupils make good use of incidental Welsh throughout the school day.  

Pupils have a growing awareness that Welsh can by used for a range of 
purposes.  Pupils greet each other and adults and express their feelings with 
increasing confidence. 

 
158. Pupils in KS1 listen carefully to the teacher while registration is taken in Welsh.  

They follow simple questions and respond in Welsh.  Pupils listen carefully and 
respond appropriately to instructions, greetings and commands. 

 
159. Pupils in KS2 adopting the ‘hot chair’ approach competently use the question 

and answer sessions to describe their feelings, their physical features and the 
environment using the target language. 
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160. There is clear progression from KS1 to KS2, and KS2 pupils’ enthusiasm for 

and confidence in the language grows.  Their levels of understanding and their 
pronunciation and intonation skills develop particularly well.  ‘Phrase of the 
week’ has been introduced and this has had a great impact on the pupils’ and 
adults’ use of incidental Welsh and has improved the pupils’ language and 
reading and writing in Welsh. Pupils perform the ‘Helpwr Heddiw’ duties as 
monitors conscientiously.  They exchange greetings, describe the weather and 
give commands. 

 
161. Pupils make good use of audio-visual resources and ICT applications to extend 

their knowledge and skills.  For example they have access to ‘Paent Gwlyb’ 
books through the interactive whiteboards.  These programmes are improving 
the pupils’ oracy and reading skills by being interactive and visual.  Welsh is 
used and promoted on display boards and walls throughout the school and this 
helps create a Welsh ethos.  ‘Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig’ is reflected in many areas 
of the school’s work and an eisteddfod is held annually on St David’s Day.  The 
effective support given by the Athrawes Bro strongly promotes the development 
of pupils’ language skills and has a positive impact on standards.   

 
162. SEN pupils including those in the speech and language units make good 

progress in speaking and using Welsh. 
 
Shortcomings 
 
163. Across the key stages pupils’ ability to record their skills are under developed. 

  
 

History  
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
164. In KS1, pupils have a good understanding of the important features in the lives 

of some famous people of the past such as Grace Darling, Neil Armstrong and 
Laura Ashley.  They know that holidays at the seaside have changed 
significantly since the time of Queen Victoria.  They compare the household 
routines of today with those when grandma was young.  They construct and 
follow simple timelines. 

 
165. In KS2, pupils have many good first hand opportunities to know what life was 

like in Stuart Wales.  They experience the life of a servant at Llancaiach Fawr a 
nearby restored Stuart mansion.  They recreate elements of it in their own 
classrooms.  They know from visits to the Roman base and museum at 
Caerleon what life was like in the Roman Army.  They know how to look 
carefully at Celtic and Roman artefacts to deduce how people lived in that 
period.  They know how to search for information. 
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166. Older pupils have well developed skills in handling source material to build up a 

picture of how the economy of south-east Wales developed in the 19th Century.  
They study the growth of the Nantyglo Ironworks and how the town of Tredegar 
developed.  They trace the lives of Lord Tredegar and James Watt.  Pupils in 
Year 6 know about the growth of Newport as a coal and iron exporting port.  
They follow the rise of Thomas Prothero and his acquisition of the Malpas 
Estate.  They use estate maps to build up a picture of what the area around the 
school was like during the Victorian period. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
167. There are no important shortcomings. 
 
 
Geography 
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
168. In KS1, pupils compare their own area with Mumbles in Swansea.  They visit 

Mumbles and compare the physical and human features there with those in 
their own area, for example the beaches, hotels and recreations compared to 
their own homes and open spaces where they live.  They use maps of 
Swansea Bay and Newport to provide information about location.  They carry 
out traffic surveys to compare the type and density of traffic in the two areas.  
They look at the lifeboat, understand its purpose and appreciate why it is 
positioned at Mumbles. 

 
169. In KS2, younger pupils compare their own lives with those of people living in St 

Lucia.  They know that some, but not all, jobs on St Lucia are linked to the 
holiday trade through tourism.  They know that much of the island is dependent 
upon bananas to make a living.  They know the position of St Lucia and how its 
climate differs from their own.  These pupils also have a secure understanding 
of the location of the main towns and rivers of Wales. 

 
170. Older pupils in KS2 study the growth of Cardiff Bay from its origins as a coal 

exporting port.  They know that the world has a finite amount of natural 
resources.  They understand how important it is to conserve them.  They are 
aware of environmental changes and how these impact on the equatorial 
rainforests.  They compare the Forest of Dean with an Amazonian rainforest, 
noting the similarities as well as the differences.  They use ICT confidently to 
find out about recent natural disasters. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
171. There are no important shortcomings. 
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Information technology 
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
172. Pupils’ skills in using computers and interactive whiteboards across the 

curriculum are well developed. 
 
173. KS1 pupils are proficient in basic procedures, logging on and opening 

programs.  They save their work and use art programs to draw characters from 
the story of the week. 

 
174. In KS2, pupils further develop their word processing skills.  They create charts 

to illustrate work in a range of subjects and produce very attractive pictures 
using a range of ‘draw’ and ‘paint’ programs.   

 
175. Older pupils at KS2 access the Internet for research and produce a range of 

presentations using ‘Power Point’.  They make regular use of a digital camera. 
 
176. The school has its own website and older pupils make good use of it.  KS2 

pupils make good use of e-mails.  They are familiar with the strategies of 
reading and sending them.  They discuss the benefits of sending e-mails. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
177. There are no important shortcomings 

 
Design technology 
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
178. In both key stages, pupils including those with SEN, work effectively in groups 

to design and complete pieces of work.  Design and technology activities are 
well organised and implemented using the specialist resource room.  Pupils 
show good skills in planning, designing, researching, making and evaluating.  In 
both key stages, pupils develop skills in safety, using a range of hand tools to 
measure, mark shape, cut and join a range of materials, following a design 
brief. 

 
179. KS1 pupils design and make a toy, which has a simple winding mechanism.  

They pay attention to the importance of finish and presentation as they work in 
pairs trying out the mechanism. 
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180. KS2 pupils select appropriate materials to design and construct battery-

powered torches and buggies.  They examine the electrical components and 
mechanical constructions modifying them as necessary 

 
181. KS1 unit pupils develop their understanding of materials needed to make a 

lighthouse and show a good awareness of the function of a switch in examining 
the electrical components. 

 
182. Pupils’ specialist vocabulary and numeracy skills are well developed as they 

make and annotate their designs across the key stages. 
 
Shortcomings 
 
183. There are no important shortcomings 
 
 
Music 
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
184. Pupils listen attentively to a wide range of music with obvious enjoyment and 

participate with great enthusiasm.  Access to listening to music is encouraged in 
a variety of situations through the day including assembly and to stimulate 
pupils in a variety of learning activities.               

 
185. Pupils in KS1 demonstrate a good sense of rhythm as they make different 

sounds and copy rhythms made by the teacher.  They respond well to timed 
activity. They pick out the sounds made by a number of instruments when 
listening to recorded music. 

 
186. In KS2, pupils explore the many different ways voices can be used.  They 

distinguish between ‘plainchant’ and ‘rap’ and consider the qualities and 
characteristics of different sounds.  They explore the language surrounding the 
football game and their favourite teams.  They compose lyrics for their part of 
the rap song.   

 
187. A small number of pupils learn to play the guitar and others are learning to play 

the recorder and clarinet. 
 
188. Pupils throughout the school perform confidently.  In assemblies, pupils sing 

tunefully and with a good sense of rhythm.  They are enthusiastic and willing 
performers. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
189. There are no important shortcomings 
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Art  
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 
Good features 
 
190. In KS1 and KS2, an outstanding feature is the knowledge and understanding 

pupils have of a very wide range of styles of painting by Welsh artists.  In Year 
1, following a visit to the Newport Museum and Art Galleries, pupils copy 
autumn scenes in the style of Tim Pugh.  In Year 2, following a visit to Mumbles 
as part of their work in geography, pupils use watercolours, chalk and pastels 
to copy the style of Jack Jones (the Welsh Lowry).  They recreate stark seaside 
scenes.  Pupils in Year 3 study how Jack Crabtree represents men at their 
work. 

 
191. Another outstanding feature is the understanding pupils have of the art of other 

cultures.  For example, pupils in Year 3 copy Paul Gaugain style when they 
paint coastal scenes.  Older pupils compare and contrast styles of African, 
Indian and Mexican painters.  They study the work of Magiglaini and Freda 
Kahlo.  They use the latter’s work as inspiration to make 3D masks. 

 
192. In Year 6 pupils build very successfully on their previous skills.  They design in 

the style of Clarice Cliff and draw wild flowers very carefully and accurately in 
their sketchbooks.  They develop a sense of prospective well when drawing the 
national Assembly of Wales during a visit to Cardiff Bay.  Through an 
outstanding range of visits to museums and art galleries, as well as through 
working with artists at first hand, older pupils have a thorough understanding of 
the way artists interpret and represent the world. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
193. There are no important shortcomings. 
 

 
Physical education 
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
194. In KS1, pupils know the important of warming up and cooling down before and 

after exercise.  They demonstrate different shapes.  They know how to send 
and receive a ball.  They develop very well the skills necessary to control the 
ball through stopping, trapping and collecting it.  They are aware of and use 
different speeds and directions when moving around the hall.  A particularly 
strong feature is the high standard pupils achieve when building a sequence of 
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movements when working together in small groups to improve their skills and 
co-ordination in gymnastics.  They have a very good understanding of how to 
improve their shapes and how to achieve high standards. 

 
195. In KS2, pupils achieve very high standards in dance.  In Year 4, pupils work 

together very willingly to develop with their visiting teacher an intricate and 
demanding sequence of movements both as individuals, in pairs and in larger 
groups.  They move rhythmically and flexibly. 

 
196. Older pupils in Year 5 and Year 6 co-operate very well to build on the skills 

they already have when creating a series of jumps, twists, crouches, rolls, 
lunges and runs to fit into a musical sequence.  They know how to evaluate 
constructively their own efforts and those of others.  They copy the outstanding 
examples shown by their teachers both very enthusiastically and willingly.  
They achieve very high standards.   

 
197. In games in KS2, pupils apply the rules of small team games accurately.  They 

develop a good understanding of fair play.  They know how to control and 
intercept.  They pass with accuracy.  In swimming, most pupils achieve at least 
the expected standard and swim confidently unaided and safely. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
198. There are no important shortcomings. 
 
Religious education 
 
Key Stage 1 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key Stage 2 – Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
199. Older pupils in KS 1 talk about spiritual issues and reflect on how they have an 

impact on their own lives.  They understand that there are buildings, artefacts 
and symbols that have a religious significance and of the differences and 
similarities between Christianity and other beliefs.  They require younger pupils 
to understand the elements of worship and they create an atmosphere of 
respect and reflection in lessons. 

 
200. At KS1 pupils develop an awareness of themselves and the need to care for 

others and the world around them.  They show a good understanding of the Ten 
Commandments and a need for school rules. 

 
201. Pupils in KS2 have a sound knowledge of Christianity, Islam and Judaism.  

They know that people have different beliefs and values and these can have an 
effect upon how people lead their lives.  Pupils show a good understanding of 
right and wrong.  They discuss moral issues such as truth and honesty. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
There are no important shortcomings 

37 



                            Report by Mr Peter Mathias  
                                                     Malpas Court Primary School – October 2005  
 
School's response to the inspection 
 
 
The acting headteacher, staff and governing body at Malpas Court Primary School 
have considered the outcomes of the inspection and are delighted that the findings 
acknowledge the progress made by the school since its last inspection.  In particular, 
the view of the Inspection team that the school is good with outstanding features is 
one which is shared by all who have been involved in the school development over 
the past 6 years. 
 
The staff and governors appreciated the professionalism and courteousness with 
which the Inspection was carried out.  The school feels that the whole process, 
though rigorous, was also supportive.  The active participation of the nominee 
created an inspection partnership that was most productive. 
 
The inspectors recognised the culture of self evaluation and the drive towards 
continuous improvement as strong features of the school.  We are pleased that the 
Inspection team acknowledged the significant progress made within four of the Key 
Questions since the self-evaluation was undertaken in June 2005 and the upgrading 
to 1 from the schools initial grading of 2. 
  
We are pleased that the inspection team recognised that the quality of teaching and 
standards of achievement are above the Welsh Assembly all Wales targets.  In 
addition the warm, positive relationships between teachers and pupils as well as the 
stimulating and exciting teaching were seen to be outstanding features.   
 
We are delighted that the quality of care, guidance and support of pupils were seen 
to be outstanding features of the school.  The inspection team commented upon 
pupils being highly motivated, showing enthusiasm for their work and school life. 
Pupils’ behaviour is very positive and has some outstanding features. We strongly 
agree with the inspectors’ comments that there is a very strong atmosphere of care 
and concern for each other within the school. 
 
The report highlights the strong leadership and clear vision for the school 
demonstrated by the acting head teacher.  We are pleased that the report also 
recognises the effectiveness of the leadership of the senior management team and 
the commitment from all staff and the governing body to help pupils succeed. 
 
The Headteacher, staff and governors will address the inspection recommendations 
to: 
 
R1      Complete the process of making collections of pupils’ work in all subjects to 

indicate the standards pupils should achieve year on year. 
 
R2     Continue to take steps to improve pupils’ attendance to the expected levels. 
 
These recommendations are already part of the current SDP 2005-6. The governors’ 
annual report to parents will report on the progress we are making on the inspection 
recommendations. 
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Appendix A 
 
 
Basic information about the school 
 
Name of school Malpas Court Primary School 
School type Community 
Age-range of pupils 3 – 11 
Address of school 
 
 

Whittle Drive 
Malpas 
Newport 

Post-code NP20 6NS 
Telephone number 01633 855005 
 
Acting Headteacher Mrs Debra Guy 
Date of appointment September 2004 
Chair of governors/ 
Appropriate authority 

Mr Graham Dally 

Registered inspector Mr Peter Mathias 
Dates of inspection 17th- 20th October 2005 
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Appendix B 

 
 
School data and indicators 
 
Number of pupils in each year group 
Year 
group 

N (fte) R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Total 

Number 
of pupils 

19.5 14 15 27 20 26 22 20 183 

 
Total number of teachers 
 Full-time Part-time Full-time equivalent (fte) 
Number of 
teachers 10 0 10 

 
Staffing information  
Pupil: teacher (fte) ratio (excluding nursery and special 
classes) 

17.2:1 

Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in nursery classes 13:1 
Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in special classes 4:1 
Average class size, excluding nursery and special classes 19.8 
Teacher (fte): class ratio 1.1 

 
 

Percentage attendance for three complete terms prior to inspection 
Term R KS1 KS2 Whole School 

Autumn 2004 89.7 N/R N/R 92.6 
Spring 2005 91.2 N/R N/R 91.6 
Summer 2005 79.3 N/R N/R 90.0 

 
 
Percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals 60% 
Number of pupils excluded during 12 months prior to 
inspection 

2 
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Appendix C 
 

 
National Curriculum Assessment Results 
End of Key Stage 1: 

 
National Curriculum Assessment KS1 Results 2004 Number of 

pupils in Y2: 
 
31 

                                      Percentage of pupils at each level 
  D A W 1 2 3 
English:   Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 0 13 77 10

  National 0 0 4 14 63 20
En: reading Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 0 17 67 17

  National 0 0 4 14 55 27
En:writing Teacher 

Assessment  
School 0 0 3 7 83 7 

  National 0 0 53 14 69 11
En: speaking and listening Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 0 13 77 10

  National 0 0 3 12 63 22
Mathematics Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 0 13 67 20

  National 0 0 2 11 63 24
Science Teacher 

Assessment 
School 0 0 0 7 80 13

  National 0 0 2 10 66 22
 
  
 
Percentage of pupils attaining at least level 2 in mathematics, science and English 
or Welsh (first language) according to teacher assessment 
In the school 77 In Wales 79 
 
D Pupils who have been disapplied from the statutory arrangements 
W Pupils who are working towards level 1 
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National Curriculum Assessment Results 
End of Key Stage 2: 

 
National Curriculum Assessment KS2 Results 2004 Number of 

pupils in Y6 
 
26 

Percentage of pupils at each level 
   D A N B 1 2 3 4 5 6 
English Teacher assessment School 7 0 0 0 0 0 36 57 0 0 

  National 0 0 0 0 1 6 16 45 31 0 

 Test/Task School 7 0 0 0 0 7 18 54 14 0 

  National 0 2 1 1 1 5 12 38 40 0 

Mathematics Teacher assessment School 7 0 0 0 0 0 36 57 0 0 

  National 0 0 0 0 0 4 19 46 30 0 

 Test/Task School 7 0 0 0 0 0 25 57 11 0 

  National 0 2 1 0 0 4 18 42 33 0 

Science Teacher assessment School 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 43 0 

  National 0 0 0 0 0 2 13 49 35 0 

 Test/Task School 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 54 39 0 

  National 0 2 0 0 0 1 9 48 36 0 

 
Percentage of pupils attaining at least level 4 in mathematics, science, and either 
English or Welsh (first language) 
           by Teacher Assessment                       by Test 
In the school 61 In the school 70 
In Wales 70 In Wales 72 
 
D Pupils who are excepted under statutory arrangements from part or all of the National Curriculum 
A Pupils who have failed to register a level because of absence 
N N For Tests: Not enough marks for level to be awarded 
 For TA:     No level submitted by the school (includes missing results) 
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Appendix D 
 
 
Evidence base of the inspection 
 
 

• A team of three inspectors who were present at the school for nine inspector days 
carried out the inspection with a nominee for the school and a peer assessor. 

• Pre-inspection meetings were held with parents and the governing body to 
discuss the life and work of the school. 

• Seventeen questionnaires were completed by parents and carefully analysed. 
• Discussions were held with the head and staff with responsibilities and support 

staff. 
• School documentation and samples of pupils’ work were examined. 
• Fifty-two lessons or sessions were observed. 
• A sample of pupils’ work from across the ability range in each year group was 

examined. 
• Inspectors listened to a sample of pupils from each year group reading. 
• Discussions were held with pupils about their work and about the life of the 

school. 
• Pupils’ behaviour was observed during break periods, at lunchtime and at the 

beginning and end of the school sessions. 
• Inspectors attended assemblies and observed extra-curricular activities. 
• Post inspection meetings were held with the staff and the governing body. 
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Appendix E 
 
 
Composition and responsibilities of the inspection team 
 

Team member Responsibilities 
 
Mr Peter Mathias 
Registered Inspector 

 
Summary and Recommendations 
Key Questions 2, 5 and 6 
Contribution to Key Question 1 
Early Years 
Mathematics 
Science 
History 
Geography 
Art 
Physical education 
 

 
Mrs Caterina Lewis 
Lay Inspector 
 

 
Contributions to Key Questions 1, 3, 4 and 7 

 
Mr David Morgan 

 
Contributions to Key Questions 3, 4 and 7 
Special educational needs 
Welsh as a second language 
English 
Design technology 
Information and communication technology 
Music 
Religious education 
 

 
Mrs Debra Guy 
Nominee 

 
Contributions to all Key Questions 

 
Mrs Susan Harwood 
Peer Assessor 

 
Contributions to all Key Questions 
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Malpas Court Primary School was inspected as part of a national programme of 
school inspection.  The purpose is to identify good features and shortcomings in 
schools in order that they may improve the quality of education offered and raise 
the standards achieved by their pupils.  The inspection of all schools within a six-
year cycle is also designed to give parents more information about their child’s 
school.  A copy of this summary is sent to every family with a child at the school.  
The full report can be obtained from the school.  
 
The inspection of Malpas Court Primary School took place between 17th – 20th 
October 2005.  An independent team of inspectors, led by Mr Peter Mathias, 
undertook the inspection.  Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, 
the National Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection. 
 
The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality 
of education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management 
and the contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development.  This summary report may be reproduced for non-
commercial educational purposes but only as a whole and provided it is 
reproduced verbatim without adaptation and the source and date thereof are 
stated. 
 
The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as 
follows: 
 
 Grade 1 good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings 
 Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings 
 Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
 Grade 5 many important shortcomings 
 
 
There are three types of inspection: 
 
For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions. 
 
For short inspections, there are no subject sections. 
For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects. 
For full inspections, there are also reports in all subjects. 
 
Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the basis of 
past performance.  Most schools receive a standard inspection and any new or 
amalgamated schools receive a full inspection. 
 
This school received a full inspection.
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Year groups and key stages 
 
Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of 
compulsory schooling to 18 years age.  This system emphasises the importance of 
continuity and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and 
LEAs. 
 
The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who 
attain the age of 5 during the academic year.  Year 1 refers to the year group of 
pupils who attain the age of 6 during the academic year and so on.  Year 13 is the 
year group of students who attain the age of 18 during the academic year. 
 
Primary phase: 
 

Year R Y 1 Y 2 Y 3 Y 4 Y 5 Y 6 
Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11 

 
Secondary phase: 
 

Year Y 7 Y 8 Y 9 Y 10 Y 11 Y 12 Y 13 
Ages 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 

 
The national curriculum covers four key stages as follows: 
 

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2 
Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6 
Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9 
Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11 

 
 
 
The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan to 
incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of 
receiving this report, showing what the school is going to do about the 
recommendations.  This plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at 
the school.

4 



                            Report by Mr Peter Mathias  
                                                     Malpas Court Primary School – October 2005  
 
 
Basic information about the school 
 
Name of school Malpas Court Primary School 
School type Community 
Age-range of pupils 3 – 11 
Address of school 
 
 

Whittle Drive 
Malpas 
Newport 

Post-code NP20 6NS 
Telephone number 01633 855005 
 
Acting Headteacher Mrs Debra Guy 
Date of appointment September 2004 
Chair of governors/ 
Appropriate authority 

Mr Graham Dally 

Registered inspector Mr Peter Mathias 
Dates of inspection 17th-20th October 2005 
 
 
 
 

Summary  
 
1. Malpas Court is a good school, with outstanding features.  It is very well led.  It 

has made significant progress recently in raising standards and in addressing 
the key issues of the last inspection.  The inspection team agrees with the 
judgements made by the school about the standards pupils achieve and with 
two out of the other six key questions about the other areas of its work.  In the 
remaining key questions, the inspection team has awarded higher grades.   
The school has made significant progress since the self-evaluation was 
undertaken in June 2005. 

 
Table of grades awarded 
 
Key question 
 

Inspection 
grade 

1 How well do learners achieve? 2 
2 How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 1 
3 How well do the learning experiences meet the needs 

and interests of learners and the wider community? 1 

4 How well are learners cared for, guided and 
supported? 1 

5 How effective are leadership and strategic 
management? 1 

6 How well do leaders and managers evaluate and 
improve quality and standards? 1 

7 How efficient are leaders and managers in using 
resources? 1 
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Standards 
 
2. Overall pupils’ standards of achievement in subjects and areas of learning 

inspected are as follows: - 
 
Pupils’ 
standards of 
achievement 

Grade 1 
 

8% 

Grade 2 
 

88% 

Grade 3 
 

4% 

Grade 4 
 

0% 

Grade 5 
 

0% 
 
3. Standards of achievement in the lessons are above the Welsh Assembly 

Government (WAG) all Wales target of 95% of standards to be at least Grade 3 
and 50% to be Grade 1 or 2. 

 
4. The overall quality of educational provision for children under five is appropriate 

to their needs and children make good progress towards the Desirable 
Learning Outcomes for Children’s Learning.   

 
Subjects and Areas of Learning Early Years 
 
5. The standards of achievement of children under five are as follows: - 
  
                                            Nursery                 Reception 
Language, literacy and communication 1 1 
Personal and social development 1 1 
Mathematical development 1 1 
Knowledge and understanding of the world 1 1 
Creative development 1 1 
Physical development 1 1 
 
In the subjects inspected: - 
 

Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 
English 2 2 
Mathematics 2 2 
Science 2 2 
Welsh Second Language 2 2 
History 2 2 
Geography 2 2 
Information technology 2 2 
Design technology 2 2 
Music 2 2 
Art 1 1 
Religious education 2 2 
Physical education 2 2 
 
6. Pupils’ standards and progress in the key skills of speaking are Grade 2 (good 

features and no important shortcomings).  Pupils’ listening skills are Grade 1 
(good with outstanding features).  They listen very attentively and concentrate 
hard.  In the key skills of reading, writing, numeracy, information and 
communications technology (ICT), in their use of Welsh in everyday contexts 
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and in their creative work, pupils’ achievement is Grade 2 (good with no 
important shortcomings).  Pupils achieve Grade 1 (good with outstanding 
features) in their personal and social skills.  They work willingly and eagerly 
with each other and with adults.  They have a very clear understanding of what 
they need to do to improve. 

 
7. Starting from a below average base, children in the nursery and reception 

achieve very well.  In the end of KS1 national assessments for seven year olds 
in 2004, pupils achieved just below the Welsh and local averages.  When 
compared to schools considered broadly similar, these results were above 
most of these similar schools. 

 
8. In the end of KS2 assessments for eleven year olds in 2004, the percentage 

reaching the expected level (Level 4) was below local and the all Wales 
averages.  However, when compared to similar schools these results were 
above most of these schools.  In both the end KS1 and KS2 assessments, the 
school includes the results of pupils who attend the Unit for Pupils with Speech 
and Language Difficulties. 

 
9. Since 2001 results have improved significantly and many older pupils are now 

achieving above what could reasonably be expected of them bearing in mind 
what they achieved at the age of seven.  The school met the targets set for it 
by the Unitary Authority (UA) in 2004.  There is evidence to suggest that in the 
2005 results there has been a continued improvement.  Pupils from different 
backgrounds often achieve well.  Pupils with special educational needs (SEN) 
often meet and exceed the challenging targets set for them.   

 
10. Pupils’ behaviour is very positive and has some outstanding features.  Pupils 

are highly motivated and show enthusiasm for their work and school life.  
Pupils play together very well and relationships with each other are very good.  
There is a very strong atmosphere of care and concern for each other.  The 
level of attendance at 91.7% is below that expected.  The school has tried hard 
to improve on this figure.  Attendance levels at 93.57% for the six weeks prior 
to the inspection have exceeded UA and all Wales averages.  

 
The quality of education and training 
 
In the lessons observed, the quality of teaching and learning was judged: - 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
11% 81% 8% 0% 0% 

 
11. The percentage of Grade 1 and Grade 2 lessons is well above the WAG target 

of 95% of lessons to be Grade 3 or better.  The percentage of Grade 1 and 
Grade 2 lessons is well above the national target of 50% of lessons to be these 
categories. 

 
12. In the nursery and reception, the teachers show an outstanding appreciation of 

the needs of these children.  They know how to plan and organise lessons that 
are very stimulating and enjoyable for these children. 
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13. Across the school in KS1 and KS2 in the very best lessons, outstanding 

features include: - 
 
• Very warm and positive relationships between teachers and their pupils. 
• Very stimulating and exciting teaching which makes the subjects being taught  

come to life. 
• Very clear and precise explanations of what pupils should learn during the  

lessons and detailed reviews to check that the lesson objectives have been 
met. 

• Outstanding subject knowledge and skills in demonstrating what pupils should 
aim to achieve. 

• Confident use of incidental Welsh to promote pupils’ bilingual skills. 
• Very well developed strategies to encourage personal skills and a sense of 

responsibility. 
 
14. Arrangements to monitor pupils’ long-term achievements and progress are very 

rigorous and teachers use this information very well to ensure that many pupils 
reach or exceed the realistic targets set for them.  They also use shorter-term 
targets for individual pupils very effectively to raise standards of achievement.  
All teachers monitor their pupils’ progress regularly.  However, the school has 
correctly identified the need to complete the process of putting in place 
collections of pupils’ work in all subjects to indicate the standards which pupils 
should achieve year on year. 

 
15. The curriculum is very broad and very well balanced.  It meets legal 

requirements and reflects very well the needs of all pupils, including those from 
different backgrounds.  It is very well organised to promote pupils’ basic and key 
skills.  An outstanding feature is the wide variety of visits out of school and 
visitors to the school, which considerably enriches pupils’ learning.  Links with 
industry and the world of work are strong.  Arrangements to promote pupils’ 
personal development, including their spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development, have some very strong features.  These include some 
outstanding arrangements to foster pupils’ social development.  Provision for 
cultural development, and an understanding of Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig, are also 
strong features.  In art, the recognition of Welsh artists in pupils’ everyday work 
is an outstanding feature.  

  
16. The quality of care, guidance and support is good with outstanding features.  

The school has a very positive ethos and every pupil is involved and included.  
There are very positive links with parents.  Induction arrangements for the early 
years are carefully planned and implemented.  There are well-organised 
policies and procedures to monitor pupils’ attendance, punctuality, behaviour 
and performance.  Pupils with SEN are very well supported and have 
outstanding provision, which leads to an inclusive curriculum where all pupils 
are valued and have equal access to their learning.  
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Leadership and management  
 
17. The leadership shown by the acting headteacher is very strong and is based on 

a very clear vision for the future of the school.  Outstanding features include a 
very rigorous analysis of the school’s strengths and areas for development 
leading to very well constructed, co-ordinated and effective plans to address 
shortcomings.  The leadership of the senior management team is cohesive.  It 
has promoted very successfully a commitment from all staff to have high 
expectations and to give pupils the best opportunities they can to help them 
succeed.  There are very thorough arrangements, which are regularly used, to 
judge the effectiveness of teaching and learning across the school.  This 
outstanding leadership is beginning to drive up standards further, but has yet to 
have its full impact. 

 
18. The governing body is closely involved in the life of the school and is well led.  

It has a strong sense of direction and purpose.  It holds the acting headteacher 
to account in a positive and constructive way.  The school self-evaluation 
document is very carefully constructed and reflects the opinions of staff, 
governors, parents and older pupils.  It is very closely linked to the school 
development plan (SDP) and a three-year school improvement plan.  Where 
the school’s self evaluation has inaccuracies, this is due to the improvements 
made in the school since the self-evaluation was completed in June 2005. 

 
19. The accommodation is good.  The school provides a very attractive and 

stimulating environment for the children in the early years and for pupils in KS1 
and KS2.  The school is very well staffed for the number of pupils.  Learning 
resources are of a very good quality and quantity.  Resources are carefully 
matched to the school’s needs.  

 
20. Overall, bearing in mind the standards of achievement of many pupils by the 

age of eleven, often from a well below average base, together with the 
outstanding quality of teaching and exceptional leadership of the school, the 
school gives good value for money.  The progress made by the school since its 
last inspection is good with outstanding features. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 



                            Report by Mr Peter Mathias  
                                                     Malpas Court Primary School – October 2005  
 
Recommendations 
 
In order to improve the school in the areas inspected the staff and governing body 
need to: - 
 
R1 Complete the process of making collections of pupils’ work in all subjects to 

indicate the standards pupils should achieve year on year. 
 
R2 Continue to take steps to improve pupils’ attendance to the expected levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan to 
incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of 
receiving the report, showing what the school is going to do about the 
recommendations.  This plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at 
the school. 
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