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Introduction 
 
Ysgol Gynradd Bontnewydd was inspected as part of a national programme of school 
inspection.  The purpose of inspection is to identify good features and shortcomings in 
schools in order that they may improve the quality of education offered and raise the 
standards achieved by their pupils.  The inspection of all schools within a six-year cycle 
is also designed to give parents information about the performance of their child‟s 
school. 
 
The inspection of Ysgol Gynradd Bontnewydd took place between 30/11/09 and 
02/12/09.  An independent team of inspectors, led by Gareth Wyn Roberts undertook 
the inspection. Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, the National 
Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection. 
  
The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality of 
education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management and the 
contribution made by the school to its pupils‟ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development. 
  
Estyn‟s reports follow its guidance for the writing and editing of reports, which is 
available on the Estyn website (www.estyn.gov.uk).  The table below shows the terms 
that Estyn uses and a broad idea of their meaning.  The table is for guidance only. 
 

Nearly all  with very few exceptions  

Most  90% or more  

Many  70% or more  

A majority  over 60%  

Half/around half  close to 50%  

A minority  below 40%  

Few  below 20%  

Very few  less than 10%  

 
The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as 
follows: 
 

 Grade 1 good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings 
 Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings 
 Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
 Grade 5  many important shortcomings 
 
There are three types of inspection. 
 

For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions. 
 

For short inspections, there are no subject reports. 
 

For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects. 
 

For full inspections, there are also reports on all subjects. 



Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the basis 
of its past performance.  Most schools receive a standard inspection.  All 
nursery schools, special schools, pupil referral units and any new or 
amalgamated schools receive a full inspection. 
 
This school received a standard inspection. 

  



Year groups and key stages 
 
Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of compulsory 
schooling to 18 years of age.  This system emphasises the importance of continuity and 
eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and LEAs. 
 
The term „Reception‟ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who 
reach the age of 5 during the academic year.  Year 1 refers to the year group of pupils 
who reach the age of 6 during the academic year and so on.  Year 13 is the year group 
of students who reach the age of 18 during the academic year. 
 
Primary phase: 
 

Year R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11 

 
Secondary phase: 
 

Year Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12 Y13 

Ages 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 

 
The National Curriculum covers four key stages as follows: 
 

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2 

Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6 

Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9 

Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11 
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Context 
 

The nature of the provider 

 
 
1. Ysgol Gynradd Bontnewydd is located in the rural village of Bontnewydd, which is 

about two miles west of Caernarfon in the county of Gwynedd.  The school 
serves the village and the surrounding rural area, including the villages of 
Caeathro and Llanfaglan.  About 20% of the pupils come from outside the 
catchment area.  The school, which is under the management of Gwynedd 
Unitary Authority (UA), is a naturally bilingual primary school that accepts 
children and pupils from 3 to 11 years of age.  Currently, there are 163 full-time 
pupils, from reception age to Y6, and 15 part-time nursery age children.  Children 
are accepted into school on a part-time basis, two hours a day, in the September 
following their third birthday.  Since the last inspection held in the Autumn term of 
2003, the number of pupils has decreased by 20 and the number of nursery 
children has decreased by five.  There are eight classes in school, including the 
nursery class. In addition to the head teacher, the school has seven full-time 
teachers and three full-time assistants, together with five teachers, seven 
assistants and three clerical officers who are part-time. 

 
2.  According to the school, the area is not economically disadvantaged. Six percent 

(6%) of pupils are entitled to free school meals.  This percentage is higher than 
the percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals during the last inspection 
(2.5%), but is lower than the percentage for the county and for the whole of 
Wales.  The school accepts pupils of the full range of ability. 

  
3.  Approximately 79% of the pupils come from homes where Welsh is spoken as 

the first language (20% lower than during the last inspection), with 21% coming 
from homes where English is the family‟s main language.  In the school‟s opinion, 
93% of pupils speak Welsh either as a first language or to a corresponding 
standard.  Teaching is through the medium of Welsh and English and one of the 
school‟s aims is to ensure that all pupils are bilingual before moving to the 
secondary school.  

 
4.  Ninety seven percent (97%) of the pupils belong to the white ethnic group and 

the remainder to different ethnic groups.  No child is „cared for‟ by the UA.  There 
are no pupils who receive lessons in English as an additional language.  Two 
pupils have a statement of special educational needs (SEN) and 19 other pupils 
have been identified as having SEN.  This percentage (about 12%) is lower than 
the national and local percentages.  The percentage of pupils identified as 
requiring additional support is higher than the percentage of pupils with SEN 
during the last inspection. 

 
5.  The head, who was previously the deputy head of the school, was appointed in 

September 2009.  The deputy head, who is new to the school, started in post at 
the same time.  The school is receiving a standard inspection this time. 
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The school’s priorities and targets 

 
6. The priorities below for 2009-2010 are to be seen in the school development plan 

(SDP): 
 

 develop aspects of pedagogy; 
 

 update aspects of formative and summative assessment; 
 

 develop processes for continuing professional development; 
 

 develop aspects of the experiences and facilities for the Foundation Phase; 
 

 review schemes of work in English and music, in line with the expectations for 
Curriculum 2008;  

 

 improve the information and communication technology (ICT) curriculum; 
 

 further develop aspects of the „Healthy School‟ and „Green School‟ schemes,  
and  

 

 develop a broader role for the school within the community. 
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Summary 

 
7. This is a good school with a great number of outstanding features that are 

revealed in all the work of the school.  The school has responded outstandingly 
to the recommendations of the report on the previous inspection and has 
maintained the quality of pupils‟ standards of achievement. 

 
Table of grades awarded 
 

Key Question Grade of inspection 

1 How well do learners achieve? 1 

2 How effective are teaching, training and assessment?  1 

3 How well do the learning experiences fulfil the needs 
and interests of learners and the wider community? 

1 

4 How well are learners cared for, guided and 
supported? 

1 

5 How effective are leadership and strategic 
management? 

1 

6 How well do leaders and managers evaluate and 
improve quality and standards? 

1 

7 How efficient are leaders and managers in using 
resources? 

1 

 
8. The inspection team agreed with the school‟s judgement in its self evaluation in 

four of the seven key questions.  A higher grade was awarded for key questions 
2, 5 and 6. 

 
9. Standards of achievement in the lessons observed were as follows: 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

58% 42% 0% 0% 0% 

 
10. Standards of achievement in lessons are far higher than the statistics for the 

whole of Wales for 2007-2008, as published in the Annual Report of Her 
Majesty‟s Chief Inspector (HMCI), which is that standards are grade 1 and 2 in 
84% of lessons and grade 1 in 12% of lessons.  

 
11. The general quality of the educational provision for children under five is 

appropriate for their needs, and children make good progress towards the 
outcomes of the Foundation Phase. 
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Area of experience Nursery age Reception age 

Personal and social development, wellbeing 
and cultural diversity 

1 1 

Language, literacy and communication skills  1 1 

Mathematical development 1 1 

Knowledge and understanding of the world 1 1 

Creative development 1 1 

Physical development 1 1 

 
Grades awarded in the subjects inspected  
 

Subject/Area of inspection 

Foundation Phase (reception and nursery) 
Details above 
 

 
Grade 1 
 

Subject Key stage 1 Key stage 2 

Welsh first language 1 1 

Design and technology 1 1 

Information and communication 
technology  

2 2 

Art and design 1 1 

Religious education 2 2 

 
12. The school‟s results in teachers‟ statutory end of key stage assessments are 

good. Nearly without exception they surpass those for Wales and the UA. They 
are variable when compared either with similar schools in terms of the 
percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals or in comparison with 
assessments from nine other similar schools placed in the same „family‟1 
according to the statistics of the Welsh Assembly Government(WAG).  

 
13. In 2009, at key stage 1, assessments were better than those for 2006-2008.  All 

pupils succeeded in reaching level 2 or better in Welsh, science and 
mathematics.   

 
14. In 2009, at key stage 2, when results are compared with those of schools in the 

same „family‟, the results are in the lowest 50% with the exception of results in 
Welsh. 
 

15. However, in this key stage, 90% of pupils succeeded in gaining grade 4 or better 
in English, Welsh, mathematics and science.  

 

                                                 
1
 In 2009, for the first time, the WAG placed schools in a group of ten to form óa familyô because they shared some 

of the same characteristics 
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16. The bare statistics for 2009 do not acknowledge the high percentage of pupils 
achieving level 5, a grade higher than the expected norm at the end of this key 
stage, in one or more subjects.  

 
17. Standards in the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in both 

languages are outstanding.  Pupils‟ standards in bilingualism are also an 
outstanding feature.  Pupils‟ mathematical and information and communication 
technology skills are good.  Standards in personal education, problem solving, 
thinking skills and creative skills are outstanding.  The spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development of pupils is also outstanding.  Pupils develop into good 
independent learners but they do not always take a sufficiently active role when 
improving their own written work. 

 
18. Pupils with SEN achieve well.  Pupils who are „more able and talented‟ also 

achieve well.  There is no significant difference in the standards of achievement 
of boys and girls, nor is there in standards of attainment in the statutory 
assessments. 

 
Quality of education and training 
 
Grades for teaching 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

60% 35% 5% 0% 0% 

 
19. These percentages far surpass the average percentages for the whole of Wales, 

as published in the Annual Report of HMCI for 2007 – 2008  (Primary) where the 
quality of teaching is good or better (grade 1 and 2) in 83% of lessons and 
outstanding (grade 1) in 16% of them. 

 
20. The quality of teaching is good or better in every class.  The outstanding features 

of the teaching include questioning that is inspired, enthusiastic and perceptive 
during the whole class presentations.  Also, group work includes all pupils and 
challenges them.  There is a good pace and vigour in the lessons and teaching, 
including short, concluding sessions with a clear focus. 

 
21. Assessment, including response to pupils‟ work and sharing success criteria in 

their work with them, is one of the obvious strengths of the school.  Pupils‟ 
response to their own written work has yet to develop fully. 

 
22. The school provides outstandingly for the range of pupils within it.  The 

curriculum meets all statutory requirements and is accessible to all.  The subject 
provision, development of pupils‟ basic and key skills, their spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development, including the Cwricwlwm Cymreig, are all amongst the 
outstanding features. 
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23. The quality of care and guidance is good with a number of outstanding features. 

The system promotes high standards of work.  It also develops pupils‟ learning 
and social skills as well as healthy living.  The provision for pupils with SEN is 
outstanding.  The school provides equal opportunities for all. The close link with 
the Ysgol Pendalar unit, which is located on the Ysgol Gynradd Bontnewydd site, 
promotes pupils‟ awareness of others who are different to themselves.  

   
Leadership and management 
 
24. The leadership and strategic management of the school are outstanding and have 

secured high standards of achievement. 
 
25. The head is a successful leader and manager.  She has high expectations with 

regard to standards and behaviour and she leads by example.  The deputy head 
also leads outstandingly and is a supportive link between all members of staff. 
Both of them, in conjunction with the teacher who is responsible for the 
Foundation Phase, undertake their responsibilities particularly effectively.  

 

26. The subject co-ordinators work effectively in planning and assessing their 
subjects.  

 
27. The governors are very supportive of the school.  Their knowledge about it is 

good.  They are „critical friends‟ for the head and her colleagues and they 
monitor the work of the school well.  The governing body fulfils all of its statutory 
responsibilities well. 

 
28. The self-evaluation system at whole school and subject level is understood by all. 

There are a great number of strengths in the self-evaluation process, including 
lesson observation and joint examination of pupils‟ work.  These have led to 
improvements.  Some aspects, such as grading observations of lessons, have 
yet to develop fully. 

 
29. The use and quality of school staff are outstanding.  An appropriate number of 

qualified and experienced teachers are employed and there is a good balance of 
experienced and less experienced members of staff.  There is a team of 
effective, committed classroom assistants who provide outstanding support.  

 
30. The school has a very broad range of resources, which are of outstanding 

quality.  The building is also in outstanding condition. 
 
31. Human and material resources and the buildings are used efficiently and 

effectively.  The school provides very good value for money. 
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Recommendations 
 
 
To maintain high standards, the school needs to: 
 

R1 Continue to maintain the outstanding standards in subjects, and maintain  
and raise the good subject standards; 

 
R2 Ensure more of a contribution by pupils as they respond to their written  

work, and 
 

R3 Continue to improve the process of evaluating subject standards. 
 
 
The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan to 
incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of 
receiving the report, showing what the school is going to do about the 
recommendations.  This plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at the 
school. 
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Standards 
 
 

Key Question 1:  How well do learners achieve? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features   
 
32. Standards of achievement in the lessons observed were as follows: 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

58% 42% 0% 0% 0% 

 
33. Standards of achievement in lessons far surpass the statistics for the whole of 

Wales for 2007-2008, as published in the Annual Report of Her Majesty‟s Chief 
Inspector (HMCI), which is that standards are grade 1 and 2 in 84% of lessons 
and grade 1 in 12% of lessons.  

 
34. The general quality of the educational provision for children under five is 

appropriate for their needs, and children make good progress towards the 
outcomes of the Foundation Phase. 

 

Area of experience Nursery age Reception age 

Personal and social development, wellbeing 
and cultural diversity 

1 1 

Language, literacy and communication skills 1 1 

Mathematical development 1 1 

Knowledge and understanding of the world 1 1 

Creative development 1 1 

Physical development 1 1 

 
Grades awarded in the subjects inspected  
 

Subject/Area of inspection 

Foundation Phase (reception and nursery) 
Details above 

 
Grade 1 

 

Subject Key stage 1 Key stage 2 

Welsh first language 1 1 

Design and technology 1 1 

Information and communication 
technology 

2 2 

Art and design 1 1 

Religious education 2 2 
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35. The school‟s results in teachers‟ statutory assessments at the end of the key 

stage are good.  Almost without exception they surpass those for Wales and the 
UA.  They are variable when compared either with schools with similar 
percentages of pupils entitled to free school meals(FSM), or with assessments 
from nine other similar schools placed in the same „family‟ according to the 
statistics of the WAG.  

 
36. In 2009, at key stage 1, assessments were better than those for 2006-2008.  All 

pupils succeeded in reaching level 2 or better in Welsh, science and mathematics 
and pupils also succeeded in reaching the „core subjects indicator‟(CSI) for key 
stage 1 – that is reaching level 2 or better in a combination of either Welsh or 
English, mathematics and science.   

 
37. Results were nearly as good as this in 2006 also, but in 2007 the nature of the 

cohort meant that the school was placed in the lowest 25% of schools with similar 
percentages of pupils entitled to FSM.  In 2008, results in individual subjects 
placed the school amongst the lowest 50% of similar schools. 

 
38. In 2009, at key stage 2, when results are compared with those of schools in the 

same „family‟, the results are in the lowest 50%, with the exception of those in 
Welsh. 

 
39. However, in this key stage, 90% of pupils succeeded in gaining grade 4 or better 

in English, Welsh, mathematics and science, the CSI for key stage 2.  
 
40. However, from the point of view of the percentage of pupils entitled to FSM, the 

CSI results in 2009 placed the school in the top 50% of similar schools.  In 2007, 
the corresponding results placed the school in the top 25%.  In 2008, the school 
was in the lowest 50% of similar schools.  

 
41. The bare statistics for 2009 do not acknowledge the high percentage of pupils 

achieving level 5 in one or more subjects.  
 
42. Between 2007 and 2009, the school‟s results were consistently amongst the 

highest 50% of similar schools for English.  Results in mathematics have varied 
between the highest 50% and the lowest 50%.  Results in science are fairly 
similar and in two of the three years, they placed the school amongst the lowest 
50% of similar schools.  Results in Welsh in 2008 and 2009 placed the school in 
the top 50%.  In 2007 the results placed the school in the top 25% of similar 
schools.  

 
43. In analysing the results, variations can be seen from year to year.  This reflects 

the nature of the cohort and pupil numbers in the year.  
 
44. All pupils achieve the targets set for them.  It is highly unusual for any pupil at 

key stage 2 not to show a progression of two levels in his/her scores in the end 
of key stage assessments.  In addition, around a quarter of the pupils, 
depending on year, progress by three levels and between 40% and 50% reach 
level 5.  
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45. Pupils with SEN achieve well.  Pupils who are „more able and talented‟ also 

achieve well.  There is no significant difference between the standards of 
achievement of boys and girls, nor in the standards of attainment in statutory 
assessments. 
 

46. Standards of achievement in the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing 
in both languages are outstanding throughout the school, although English is not 
assessed officially at key stage 1.  Pupils listen very attentively to their teachers 
and peers; they respond at length and with ease in oral work, describing, 
expressing opinions and showing empathy.  Their use of subject terms – at 
times in both languages, but more often in Welsh – is also outstanding by Y6. 

 
47. They read very fluently, showing outstanding understanding of the content. 

Nearly every pupil also writes extensively in both languages, with a high degree 
of accuracy, and at times, imagination and very good understanding of literature. 

 
48. Pupils‟ bilingual standards are outstanding.  They move smoothly from one 

language to the other in their written and oral work. 
 
49. The pupils‟ mathematical skills are good.  They can count, measure and work on 

data well.  Their information and communication technology skills are good.  
 
50. Standards in personal education, problem solving, thinking and creative skills 

are outstanding.  The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils 
is also outstanding.  

 
51. All pupils succeed well, whatever their social, ethnic or linguistic background. 

One of the striking features is the standards in Welsh of Y6 pupils who come 
from homes where Welsh is not spoken.  Similarly, pupils who speak Welsh at 
home achieve well in their English. 

 
52. All pupils in the Foundation Phase make outstanding progress in all aspects of 

their areas of experience.  At key stage 1 and key stage 2, all pupils make 
outstanding progress in Welsh, art and design and design and technology.  They 
also make good progress in information and communication technology and in 
religious education.  All pupils acquire new knowledge, understanding and skills 
to a high standard throughout the school. 

 

53. Nearly all pupils have a good understanding of what they are doing.  They have 
an outstanding awareness of how successful their progress is and often, they 
know what they need to do to improve, but they do not always take an active 
enough role in improving their written work. 

 
54. All of the pupils, whatever their ability, make good progress towards reaching 

their potential and moving on from the Foundation Phase to key stage 1, from 
key stage 1 to key stage 2 and also from key stage 2 to the secondary sector. 
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55. The attitudes of nearly all pupils to learning are outstanding; almost all enjoy their 

activities and benefit from them.  They show curiosity and great interest in their 
work. They concentrate and persevere outstandingly.  

 
56. The attitudes and behaviour of pupils are outstanding.  They are polite, very 

eager to learn and particularly welcoming towards adults, including visitors.   
 
57. Attendance is good.  Very rarely does it fall below 95%.  It is regularly higher than 

96%.  Pupils arrive punctually at school.  
 
58. They become independent learners early in their school career and competence 

in the key skills and wider key skills, such as problem solving, working with others 
and improving their own learning provides them with the necessary skills to 
maintain lifelong learning well.   

 
59. Pupils of all ages work and play together well.  Pupils enjoy taking responsibilities 

in their classroom environment, and they undertake them conscientiously. 
Members of the School Council show care and concern for others through 
fundraising campaigns for charities of their choice.  

 
60. There are equal opportunities in every activity.  All pupils have an opportunity to 

take a full part in abundant activities, with additional support where needed. 
There is an outstanding partnership with a nearby school for pupils with acute 
additional needs.    

 
61. The school is a particularly important part of its local community, with both 

benefiting substantially from the partnership. 
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The quality of education and training 
 
 

Key Question 2: How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 
 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
62. The grade awarded by the inspection team is different to the one given by the 

school in its self-evaluation report.  The inspection team considers there are 
enough outstanding features to award a higher grade.  The following table 
outlines the grades for teaching throughout the school.               

 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 

60 % 35% 5% 0% 0% 
 

63. These percentages far surpass the average percentages for the whole of Wales, 
as published in the Annual Report of HMCI for 2007 – 2008 (Primary) where the 
quality of teaching is good or better (grade 1 and 2) in 83% of lessons and 
outstanding (grade 1) in 16% of them. 

 
64. The teaching fulfils the needs of all pupils and the requirements of the 

Foundation Phase, the Agreed Curriculum for Religious Education and the 
National Curriculum (NC).    

 
65. The quality of teaching is good or better in every class.  Teachers have good 

knowledge of the requirements for subjects and areas, and their expectations are 
high as regards concentration and standards of behaviour.   All teachers and 
classroom assistants have established a good relationship with pupils, based on 
respect. Regular and purposeful use is made of encouragement and praise for 
pupils. 

 
66. The outstanding features of teaching include: 
 

 questioning that is skilful, fluent and incisive in the whole class presentations 
and the group work, which includes all pupils and challenges them;  

 extremely well paced, lively lessons and teaching, including short, clearly 
focussed plenary sessions;  

 teachers‟ thorough knowledge of the areas and subjects they teach and the 
attention given, particularly in the Foundation Phase and in the upper half of 
the school, to new initiatives such as problem solving and thinking skills; 

 planning practical and extended tasks that stimulate pupils‟ interest and 
enthusiasm in exploring their ideas;  

 the teachers‟ outstanding language model that promotes the high quality oral 
skills and subject vocabulary of pupils effectively; 

 outstanding use by teachers of the interactive whiteboard to enhance 
teaching across the curriculum.  

 
67. The good features of teaching include: 
  

 thorough presentations and clear explanations that focus on lesson 
objectives; 
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 effective use of a range of teaching resources, including the interactive 

whiteboard; 

 sharing lesson objectives with the pupils;  

 high expectations to move learning forward;  

 good support and guidance for pupils as they work. 
 
68. In the rare lessons where there are shortcomings in the teaching, initial 

presentations by teachers are too long and the questions too closed. 
 
69. There is a clear focus on learning objectives, which are shared with pupils and 

checked at the end of lessons, when the success criteria and lesson objectives 
are reinforced.  Previous knowledge is reinforced effectively and good support is 
provided for individuals and groups to achieve their tasks.  There are sound class 
procedures and an appropriate pace in lessons.  

 
70. Good attention is paid to the needs of all pupils and there is no discrimination on 

the basis of gender, race or ability.  
 
71. The quality of assessment, recording and reporting to parents is good with 

outstanding features.  The system is manageable, detailed and effective, 
combining formative and summative assessment.  Pupils are assessed in the 
core subjects each term and assessments are used to structure formative 
comments for improvement.  Teachers know their pupils very well and use a 
range of appropriate methods when forming a judgement on standards.  

 
72. The quality of assessment for children in the Foundation Phase is outstanding. 

The detailed information – gathered through baseline assessment and regular 
observation and recording – is used very effectively in planning work for the 
future and keeping an eye on children‟s welfare.  

 
73. Throughout school, assessments are held on a regular basis.  These are 

accurate and consistent, and teachers use them to monitor individual pupils‟ 
progress and to ensure there is appropriate provision for them.  

 
74. Individual targets are set for pupils in language and numeracy, and they are 

recorded in their work books.  Both teacher and pupils review targets regularly 
and these are shared with parents every term. 

 
75. In addition to a comprehensive scheme to track individual pupils‟ development, 

there is a thorough analysis of pupils‟ performance at key stage 1 and key stage 
2 annually in the Teacher Assessment Scheme.  Attention is paid to the 
differential in performance of boys and girls, performance between different years 
and the school‟s performance in comparison to similar schools in the catchment 
area and at county and national level. 

 
76. The school has detailed portfolios of examples of work in the core subjects, and 

samples of work deemed to be of a good or better standard in the foundation 
subjects. 
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77. The school collaborates closely with other schools in the catchment area in 
standardising pupils‟ work in all core subjects, and it is prominent in moderating 
teacher assessments.  

 
78. Reports to parents conform to statutory requirements and are of good quality. 

Three opportunities are arranged every year for parents to attend meetings to 
discuss their children‟s work, and parents praise their quality.  An open door 
policy provides regular opportunities for parents to discuss any aspect of their 
children‟s work informally, if the need arises. Parents appreciate these 
opportunities.   
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Key Question 3: How well do the learning experiences meet the needs and 
interests of learners and the wider community? 

 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 

79. The findings of the inspection team correspond to the school‟s view in its self-
evaluation report. 

 

80. Learning experiences fulfil the aspirations and needs of all learners by providing 
a curriculum that is broad, balanced and differentiated.  The school ensures that 
all pupils have full access to all learning experiences provided, and it conforms 
fully to the statutory requirements. 

 

81. The school provides a rich and motivating range of learning experiences for 
children in the Foundation Phase.  Activities are exciting, effectively planned and 
lead naturally and effectively to the study programmes of the NC at key stage 1 
and key stage 2.  

 

82. Teachers plan carefully to present basic skills and very thorough attention is paid 
to developing key skills.  Across the age ranges, there are numerous 
opportunities in school life and work and in a broad range of subjects to develop 
their communication skills in Welsh accurately and extensively.  This is an 
outstanding feature of the provision.  The school succeeded in gaining the 
accreditation of the Basic Skills Agency for the third time in 2008 for developing 
basic skills in language.  

 

83. The provision for development of pupils‟ bilingual skills is outstanding.  
Introducing aspects of subjects through the medium of Welsh and English 
promotes their development effectively.  The school implements the county‟s 
language policy successfully and very effectively. 

 

84. The school provides an outstanding range of extra-curricular experiences that 
often lead to further activity in class.  The Cwricwlwm Cymreig is a strong feature 
in all the life and work of the school and there is a broad range of opportunities to 
raise pupils‟ awareness of their heritage and culture within the local area and 
beyond, for example: field work, following the river Gwyrfai and visiting Dinas 
Dinlle, visits to Oriel Môn and Melin Llynnon, Yr Ysgwrn in Trawsfynydd, St 
Fagans, the Millennium Stadium and the Assembly.  These visits are a means of 
enhancing the school curriculum and of raising pupils‟ awareness of their 
country‟s culture. 

 

85. There is a long tradition of competition and success in the various Urdd activities 
and other competitions in art, music and sports.  These aspects of school work 
are prominent and are of the highest quality.  

 

86. There is an outstanding partnership with parents, the community, schools and 
other institutions.  Parents strongly support the school‟s aims and work.  They 
receive detailed information through the colourful handbook, regular letters and 
detailed individual reports at the end of the school year.  Parents are diligent in 
their attendance at curricular meetings and open evenings.  They help in practical 
ways, such as helping with sports and a gardening project.  They raise 
substantial amounts of money through the Parent/Teacher Association and this 
money is used effectively by the school to enhance its provision. 
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87. There are a great number of links with the local community. Visitors come 

regularly from the community to share their experiences and interests. Pupils 
take a prominent part in village activities and visit a local old people‟s home to 
sing carols at Christmas. The village senior citizens‟ club meets in the school 
since their usual meeting place closed.  

 
88. There is an outstanding partnership with local sports clubs and teams. Football 

teams from the village use the school facilities to practise. One of the school‟s 
current aims is to increase its community involvement. 

 
89. Pupils transfer smoothly to school from the nursery group that meets in a centre 

nearby. The school collaborates closely with other primary schools in the 
catchment area in training and work moderation sessions, heads‟ meetings and 
extra-curricular visits. There is an outstanding partnership with a neighbouring 
school for children with acute additional needs, which leads to valuable 
integration opportunities. 

 
90. There are appropriate bridging links, both socially and academically, with the 

secondary school to which pupils will transfer at the end of Y6. Bridging meetings 
are attended each term, and primary/secondary in-service training is held 
annually. There are pastoral visits by secondary school staff. A pastoral visit by 
the Y6 teacher from Ysgol Bontnewydd to the secondary school takes place in 
October when there is an opportunity to discuss issues of support and welfare, 
and tracking pupils‟ progress after they transfer. Particularly strong links exist 
with some departments in the nearest secondary school. 

 
91. The school takes effective advantage of the specialist services of the UA and 

works closely with the other agencies that promote health and welfare, such as 
the police, health service and fire service. 

 
92. Students from schools, colleges and the local university come regularly for 

valuable periods of work experience. 
 
93. Pupils develop an increasing understanding of the world of work and business.  A 

venture and entrepreneurship scheme has been introduced to improve the 
contribution of these elements in fostering skills in thinking, communication, ICT 
and numeracy.  The provision is already good.  One of the presenters from the 
television programme „Byw yn yr Ardd‟ (Living in the Garden) has met the School 
Council to discuss aspects of planning the school garden. 

 
94. Links with two gardening centres promoted pupils‟ understanding of sustainability 

as well as the commercial side of growing and selling plants.  The youngest 
pupils develop their numeracy skills when role playing in a “post office”.  

 
95. There is equal opportunity in every activity.  Girls and boys play the same games.   
 
96. The school is working towards gaining Green School scheme accreditation. 

Outstandingly, the school gained Welsh Water‟s national award for the school 
which saved the most water throughout Wales.  A bench on the school grounds 
is evidence of the school‟s winning a county prize for its efforts in recycling.   
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97. Pupils are very aware of global citizenship and living conditions in different parts 

of the world.  They learn in detail about different religions in the world.  They 
make an outstanding effort to raise money to sponsor a pupil in a school in 
Uganda and to buy goats for inhabitants of other poor areas.  
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Key Question 4: How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 
98. The findings of the inspection team correspond to the school‟s view in its self-

evaluation report. 
 
99. Pupils are very happy in school and there is an outstanding relationship between 

them and members of the teaching staff and ancillary staff.  There is a caring and 
inclusive ethos and pupils are appreciated and supported by all the adults. 

 
100. The school works well in partnership with the parents and takes their views into 

account.  Parents have confidence in the care and guidance their children have 
and in the way the school responds to any issue they raise. 

 
101. There are particularly effective systems to enable the youngest children to settle 

easily in school. 
 
102. The school provides personal support and guidance of outstanding quality for 

pupils.  Members of staff know pupils very well and are very aware of their 
personal and educational needs.  The PSE programme pays outstanding 
attention to the needs of pupils. 

 
103. All pupils have an opportunity to express their opinions and to express concerns 

through the classroom councils and by using the “feelings boxes” located in some 
classrooms.  Members of the School Council meet regularly and suggest good 
ways to develop the school for the welfare of pupils. 

 
104. The school conforms fully with the requirements for recording attendance, 

differentiating appropriately between different kinds of absence.   
 
105. Outstanding behaviour is promoted through consistent expectations from class to 

class, and through the congenial, friendly atmosphere in school.  Pupils‟ 
successes are commended and celebrated in whole school services. 

 
106. The school promotes the health and fitness of pupils outstandingly.  Stage 1 of 

the Healthy Schools‟ Scheme has been completed.  Healthy eating is 
encouraged.  The provision for promoting fitness is reinforced through the „Dal i 
Fynd‟ (Keep on Going) running club and the playground equipment.  

 
107. There are good measures to ensure health and safety.  Electrical equipment is 

inspected regularly and the caretaker inspects school grounds every morning. 
Fire drills are held every term, with action being taken on any lessons that 
become evident.  

 
108. Since the last inspection, vehicles and pedestrians have been separated and a 

zebra crossing has been placed near the school entrance.  There is a crossing 
with lights, under the supervision of an adult, for pupils who have to cross the 
A487 main road.   
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109. The school pays good attention to aspects of safeguarding children.  The head is 
the designated person for safeguarding children.  A member of the governors 
also has responsibility for this area.  All members of staff are vigilant and the 
requirements and procedures for safeguarding children are discussed thoroughly 
in staff meetings. 

 

110. The school‟s procedures for identifying pupils with SEN are good and there are 
well-thought-out schemes for them. As a result, the provision is good. 

 
111. The school has effective strategies that ensure appropriate support for pupils with 

behavioural problems.  There are measures for responding to any oppressive 
behaviour and respect for others is emphasised consistently through schemes 
such as the courtesy corner. 

 
112. There are outstanding systems to help new pupils cross the linguistic bridge and 

pupils who arrive with no understanding of Welsh integrate quickly and 
successfully into the full, bilingual life of the school.   

 
113. Parents praise the unassuming way the school uses to promote equality.  There 

are outstanding links with a nearby school for pupils with additional needs.  A 
satellite unit from that school is located here.  Pupils from the unit have every 
opportunity and encouragement to join in the life and work of Ysgol Bontnewydd, 
as far as they are able. 

 
114. Pupils show outstanding empathy towards others by regularly collecting money 

for charities and by sponsoring projects to help people living in the third world.   
 
115. Following consultation with pupils, parents, governors and the School Council, a 

scheme to promote positive behaviour has been adopted.  The scheme is 
implemented consistently from class to class and the high expectations have a 
very positive effect.   

 
116. Parents and pupils attest that there is no bullying in this school.  However, some 

pupils felt that a group of older pupils dominate the yard at times.  
 
117. There is wheelchair access to every part of the school, and a designated room 

with outstanding resources to complement the mainstream provision. 
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Leadership and management 
 
 

Key Question 5: How effective are leadership and strategic management? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 

 
118. The grade awarded by the inspection team for this key question is higher than 

the grade awarded by the school in its self-evaluation report.  The inspection 
team awarded a higher grade to reflect the fact that leadership and strategic 
management over time have maintained or led to very high standards of 
achievement and teaching with many outstanding features. 

 
119. The head is a very successful leader and manager.  She has particularly high 

expectations and leads by example.  She has taken advantage of her previous 
knowledge as school deputy to identify and prioritise the strategies that are 
needed to continue to improve the school.  She has a very clear vision of school 
values, aims, objectives and priorities and has transmitted these successfully to 
her colleagues, governors and parents.  Her contribution to the life and success 
of the school is outstanding. 

 
120. The head is assisted outstandingly by the school deputy and the teacher 

responsible for the Foundation Phase.  The head of the Foundation Phase has 
secured very high standards in her department.  The deputy, who is new to the 
school, has already had a positive effect on pedagogy and teaching and learning 
methodology.  The subject co-ordinators also plan, prepare and assess their 
areas well. 

 
121. There is a clear sense of purpose that is maintained outstandingly by the shared 

values and ethos and effective co-operation.  
 
122. The school has specific aims and values, which promote equality for all.  These 

values are clearly reflected in the school‟s daily life, where children of all abilities, 
ages, gender or racial background are treated equally and receive the same 
opportunities.  

 
123. Realistic but ambitious targets are set, according to the requirements of the law, 

for Welsh, mathematics and science in both key stages and also English at key 
stage 2.  Class teachers are aware of these targets as they have been part of 
drawing them up and pupils themselves have a part in the process of setting 
targets.  

 
124. The main priorities of the school development plan (SDP) give good attention to a 

number of national priorities, including bilingualism, creating community links, 
sustainable practice, encouraging a healthy way of life for pupils and continuing 
to prepare for the Foundation Phase and the new NC that started in September 
2008.  The school makes good use of local partners.  Responsibilities are clearly 
defined, so too are the criteria for success.  Priorities have been costed carefully. 
Those with an interest in the school have had an opportunity to contribute to the 
SDP.  
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125. All members of staff have an appropriate job description.  Schemes to support 

recently qualified teachers are in place, and the school makes effective use of 
performance management.  Members of staff attend relevant training.  Already, 
the effect of training is reflected positively in materials and the methodology used 
in class.  In addition, the strong personal and professional support within school 
ensures continuing professional development.  The school has prepared 
appropriate schemes to ensure that staff receive the requisite non-contact time 
and this has led to significant change in teaching and learning methodology.  This 
has had a positive effect on standards in subjects and the children and pupils‟ 
commitment to the work.  

 
126. Day to day administration of the school is good and resources are managed 

particularly well.  
 
127. Governors are very supportive of the school.  A number of them have useful 

expertise in relevant areas and they use their skills to assist the school.  They 
also have very close links with the community and the parents.  Their knowledge 
about school life is good.  They are “critical friends” to the head and colleagues 
and monitor school life well.  

 

128. The governing body fulfils all its statutory responsibilities well.  The school 
handbook and annual report of the governors conform to the current 
requirements. 
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Key Question 6: How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve 

quality and standards? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
129. The grade awarded by the inspection team for this key question is higher than 

the grade awarded by the school in its self-evaluation report.  The inspection 
team awarded a higher grade to reflect the fact that the self-evaluation process 
and outcomes over time have maintained or led to very high standards of 
achievement, teaching with many outstanding features and outstanding curricular 
experiences. 

 
130. The grades awarded by the inspection team correspond to those awarded by the 

school in its self-evaluation document in four of the seven key questions.  In the 
three questions where a different grade was awarded, the team gave a higher 
grade in light of the outstanding features that became evident.  

 
131. The school‟s self-evaluation report is of good quality. It is based on a very good 

knowledge of the school.  It follows Estyn‟s seven key questions and is evaluative 
rather than descriptive; it awards a grade for each question and draws up a list of 
priorities for implementation that are reflected in the SDP.  However, it does not 
summarise, nor does it prioritise, areas for improvement.  It does not always 
relate findings to subject standards.  

 
132. The main strength of the self-evaluation document is the collaborative process 

that produced it.  All members of staff are part of the evaluation process, so too 
are the pupils, governors and parents.  The school seeks pupils‟ points of view 
and pays good attention to them, both informally and more formally in the School 
Council.  In addition, it seeks the views of parents, and the governing body takes 
an active part in self-evaluation.  The school makes good use of the education 
advisory service of the UA to assess provision and also to give views on 
standards.  

 
133. The school‟s self-evaluation processes are outstanding.  The head and senior 

managers have a detailed knowledge about subject standards.  The sources of 
evidence used include internal and statutory assessment data as well as a very 
good knowledge of individual pupils.  Analyses of data or pupils‟ work in class 
have allowed the school to target cohorts of pupils and to devise successful 
strategies to raise their standards in subjects or aspects of subjects.  In addition, 
regular school evaluations have been based on formal lesson observation and a 
detailed analysis of pupils‟ work against subject standards. 

 
134. The school uses detailed information from the self-evaluation process to plan for 

improvement.  The SDP is of good quality and reflects the priorities identified in 
the self-evaluation document. It is an effective management tool.  The school 
also sets challenging qualitative and quantitative targets and priorities. 

 
135. The governing body and head provide sufficient human and material resources to 

fulfil the priorities and aims.  
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136. The school has responded outstandingly to the key issues identified in the 

previous inspection.  The school has maintained good or outstanding standards 
of achievement.  The targets in the SDP include relevant quantitative targets.  
The process of lesson observation, together with the school‟s commitment to 
develop pedagogy, means that teaching in every subject has been carefully 
evaluated.  Two hour sessions for the nursery children now meet the 
requirements.  The school conforms fully to the statutory requirement to provide 
daily collective worship and it has secured the safety of the school site.  
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Key Question 7: How efficient are leaders and managers in using resources? 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 
137. The grade awarded by the inspection team corresponds to the school‟s view in its 

self-evaluation report. 
 
138. The school is appropriately staffed to provide the whole range of the curriculum 

and for the current number of pupils.  Classroom assistants provide very effective 
support for teachers. 

 
139. Teachers, classroom assistants, specialist staff and ancillary staff all work 

together outstandingly as a team. 
 
140. Each member of staff has a current job description.  Members of staff are 

encouraged to update and expand their knowledge through in-service training 
courses that have been specifically chosen.  Information about new initiatives is 
cascaded in staff meetings.   

 
141. New members of staff, and members of staff who have been given new 

responsibilities are thoroughly inducted, with support from the UA consultative 
staff. 

 
142. The school has a very broad range of resources of outstanding quality, for 

delivery of all aspects of the curriculum.  All the resources are in a good 
condition, enhance teaching and motivate the enthusiasm of pupils.   

 
143. In every classroom there is an interactive whiteboard and an attractive book 

corner that promotes reading.  Generous annual contributions from the Parent/ 
Teacher Association have been used to add to the provision.  There are no 
subjects which lack resources. 

 
144. The school building and grounds provide an outstanding environment that 

promotes learning.  There is sufficient room for the current number of pupils. 
School buildings are maintained appropriately and there are no major 
shortcomings. 

 
145. There is a pleasant hall, which also doubles as a refectory.  At times in key stage 

2, some noise carries from one classroom to another. 
 
146. Tasteful displays remind pupils of classroom rules and expectations, and they 

celebrate their best work.   
 
147. Outside, there is a playing field and sufficient hard-surfaced playgrounds.  In an 

enclosed quadrangle, an attractive outdoor safe area has been created to teach 
skills such as the Highway Code to the youngest pupils. 

 
148. A school garden is being developed on part of the field.  In that area also is some 

playing field equipment.  The field can be wet during bad weather.   
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149. Vehicles and pedestrians have been separated effectively by the school entrance 

as part of the WAG‟s Safe Pathways scheme.  Pupils had an important part to 
play in the work of designing the new system.   

 
150. The building and its grounds are kept particularly clean and tidy.   
 
151. Effective systems have been established to secure non-contact time for teachers 

for planning, preparation and assessment. 
 
152. The management team is a good resource for the school and members have 

already made a contribution to the school‟s development.  Teaching staff take 
advantage of regular opportunities to update their skills by participating in a range 
of training that corresponds well to their individual professional development 
needs as well as the school‟s priorities for development.  Corresponding 
opportunities for the assistants have improved. 

 
153. The head and governors co-operate closely in managing the school‟s finance. 

They discuss a number of options in detail when setting financial priorities for the 
SDP. 

 
154. The school provides very good value for money. 
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Standards achieved in subjects and areas of learning 
 
 

The Foundation Phase for children under 5  

 
Foundation Phase  
 
155. The general quality of the educational provision for children under five is 

appropriate for their needs, and children make good progress towards the 
outcomes of the Foundation Phase. 

 
Personal and social development, wellbeing and cultural diversity 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
Good and outstanding features  
 
Nursery  
 
156. The children who are three years of age establish a good relationship with other 

children and with adults.  Most respond outstandingly to new experiences.  Their 
behaviour in the classroom, in outdoor activities and in group singing sessions is 
good.  They understand that they need to follow rules within the class and they 
conform during classroom sessions and group work.  The majority can make 
independent choices in their activities.  Most have learnt how to share and take 
their turn outstandingly well, and they understand the need to give opportunities 
to other children at times.  The majority understand that washing hands is 
important for personal hygiene. 

 
Reception  
 
157. Most of the four year old children can concentrate outstandingly well for extended 

periods in group sessions, within their focus groups and within mixed age groups. 
Most respond outstandingly during circle time.  They are confident and happy 
when working individually, in pairs and in groups.  Most use computers and the 
interactive whiteboard outstandingly well for various tasks.  Most show 
outstanding skills of self control when choosing activities and undertaking tasks. 
Their behaviour in class and in the learning space outside shows consideration 
for the needs of others and their own needs.  They take responsibility regularly 
for tidying, for helping each other to dress and in caring for the youngest children.   

 
Shortcomings 
 
158. There are no important shortcomings. 
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Language, literacy and communication skills 
 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
  
Good and outstanding features 
 

Nursery  
 

159. Most of the three year old children learn very quickly to listen to adults and to 
each other.  They pay attention and respond to stories, rhymes and simple songs 
outstandingly.  Most are increasingly independent when matching relating 
pictures, numbers and words in games on the computers and the interactive 
whiteboard. 

 
160. The majority show outstanding communication skills when role-playing in the 

three bears‟ house, and when playing with puppets in the dark forest.  They 
understand that listening to a story is fun, and that books are things to enjoy. 
They use a range of equipment very well to make marks on paper.   

 
Reception  
 
161. Most of the four year old children listen well in order to understand the purpose of 

tasks and the various activities.  A majority respond outstandingly to stories, 
rhymes and simple songs.  Most learn extended vocabulary when listening and 
use it outstandingly well when answering and asking questions.  Most are keen to 
express their views.  Almost half the children create outstanding dialogue when 
role-playing in the three bears‟ cottage and in the dark forest. 

 
162. The majority can name letters accurately, link symbols and sound and name 

objects that start with the symbol.  The majority succeed in forming a good range 
of letters independently.  Most can recognise words accurately in the language 
games on the interactive whiteboard and computers and they use books 
accurately.  

 

Shortcomings  
 

163. There are no important shortcomings.  

 
Mathematical development  
 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 

Good and outstanding features  
 

Nursery 
 

164. Many of the three year old children can name numbers from 1-5 in the correct 
order. The ability of the majority to sort, match and organise objects is very good. 
Their understanding of „large‟, „medium‟ and „small‟ is outstanding as they sort 
teddies according to size and build towers with various building blocks.  
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Reception 
 

165. Most of the four year old children use numbers confidently when counting 
forwards and backwards.  They have an outstanding understanding of the 
equivalence of a number of objects to symbols.  They develop a good 
understanding of simple ordinals such as „first‟ and „second‟ and „large‟, „medium‟ 
and „small‟.  Most can repeat patterns and create outstanding sequences on the 
interactive whiteboard. 

 

Shortcomings 
 

166. There are no important shortcomings. 

 
Knowledge and understanding of the world 
 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 

Nursery 
 

167. Most of the three year old children have a good awareness of life in the forest 
and which senses should be used there in the darkness. They know that leaves 
change colour and fall in the autumn and that warm clothing is needed for the 
winter. They know that birthdays and Christmas celebrations are important 
aspects of life.  

 
Reception  
 

168. The understanding of most of the four year old children of the features of a forest 
develops outstandingly well. By looking at pictures and discussing books, most 
have contributed to creating a „dark forest‟ in the Small World Area. They use 
their senses outstandingly to find things in the forest through smell and touch. 
Many are confident enough to experience walking through the pool of mud and 
jumping into a „river‟ that they have created. 

 

Shortcomings 
 

169. There are no important shortcomings. 

  
Physical development  
 

Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
  
Nursery 
 

170. The majority of three year old children can handle a range of equipment to make 
good marks on paper.  They can dig in the sand and mix water and soil to create 
mud.  The majority show a good awareness of space as they move from one 
activity to the next, and they control their bodies well when walking, jumping and 
running. They can wheel a wheelbarrow and use large items of equipment 
outstandingly well.  They develop outstanding control skills when using the 
interactive whiteboard and the mouse with a range of ICT software. 
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Reception  
 
171. Most of the four year old children control their physical skills well.  They discuss 

various items of equipment in the group activities, including gluing leaves to 
make a crown and creating a 3D model of a forest.  They show good ability in 
running and jumping.  Most can control the mouse outstandingly in their ICT 
activities to create a picture and play games.  They use various items of 
equipment and materials to create good pictures and models of the forest. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
172. There are no important shortcomings. 

 
Creative development  
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 
Good and outstanding features  
  
Nursery  
 
173. The three year old children can sing a number of rhymes and language and 

number songs well.  They sing unaccompanied and show an outstanding 
awareness of rhythm.  The majority sing a good range of songs with enjoyment.  

 
Reception  
 
174. The majority of four year old children make independent choices of media to 

create pictures of the forest.  They succeed in creating a model of the forest, 
choosing and mixing all kinds of suitable materials.  Most children phrase clearly 
and keep rhythm outstandingly well when reciting a number of rhymes and 
hymns from memory.   

 
175. Most undertake role play outstandingly.  They are increasingly confident when 

dressing up in the cottage of the three bears and in the dark forest. 
 
Shortcomings 
 
176. There are no important shortcomings. 
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Welsh first language 

 
Key Stage 1: Grade 1 - Good with outstanding features 
Key Stage 2: Grade 1 - Good with outstanding features 
 
Outstanding features  
 
177. The standards of written work of nearly all pupils in both key stages are 

outstanding.  Almost without exception, especially after redrafting, pupils across 
the range of age and ability write particularly extensively in polished Welsh and in 
a range of registers and forms.  The work of the most able pupils in Y2 shows a 
good range of syntax and good vocabulary.  By Y6, the written, literary work of 
the majority of pupils shows imagination and empathy, and the sentences of the 
most able are smooth and natural. 

 
178. Standards in pupils‟ oral work are also outstanding.  Nearly all pupils, according 

to age and ability, speak extensively in natural, accurate Welsh.  The vocabulary 
of some individuals is extensive.  Key stage 1 pupils relate a story clearly, 
expressing views clearly and providing a personal response to a situation.  By 
Y6, nearly all of the pupils can discuss literature extensively and maturely, using 
appropriate literary terms with ease. 

 
179. Standards of reading aloud are outstanding.  Many of the pupils read fluently, 

with clear expression and outstanding understanding of the content.  If difficulties 
arise when reading, such as an unfamiliar word, all pupils possess the self-
confidence and appropriate strategies to cope.   

 
Good features 
 
180. Pupils with SEN make good progress in all the language skills. 
 
181. Nearly all pupils enjoy reading and can describe all their Welsh books well. 
 
182. Pupils have a good knowledge about the characteristics of language, such as 

idioms, similes and adjectives, which augment the written and oral language.  
 
183. The standards of the majority of pupils in punctuation, their use of paragraphs 

and standards in handwriting in both key stages are good.  
 
Shortcomings 
 
184. There are no important shortcomings. 
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Design and technology 

 
Key Stage 1: Grade 1 - Good with outstanding features 

Key Stage 2: Grade 1 - Good with outstanding features 

 

Outstanding features 

 

185. All key stage 1 and 2 pupils know that the process of design, making and 
evaluating has a direct link with real life, and the large number of units of work 
they complete reflects this outstandingly.  For example, they have designed and 
created useful equipment for the inhabitants of Monde in Uganda, with a link with 
a local shop when designing pizzas and their ingredients. 

 

186. In both key stages, all pupils use an appropriate range of ICT skills in an 
outstanding fashion to support their design and production work.  All Y1 pupils 
can use commercial programs to design aprons suitable for working in the 
garden.  Pupils in both key stages use the Web effectively to research ideas for 
their own products.  The majority of the older key stage 2 pupils can use the CAD 
computer program in their work on designing an incline. 

 

187. The majority of key stage 1 pupils can plan systematically, by giving careful 
consideration to, and identifying, the materials and equipment they will need, for 
example to design and create a moving toy. 

 

188. Most key stage 1 pupils can appraise their finished product sensibly, showing 
how to improve on it. 

 

189. Nearly all of the younger key stage 2 pupils can apply their understanding of 
levers and pivots outstandingly to design and create a story book with pages that 
rise up for pupils in the foundation class.  The majority can appraise their work 
sensibly.  

 

Good features 

 

190. Pupils from both key stages succeed in producing original designs and making 
products of good quality from a broad and appropriate range of materials and 
equipment that is suitable for the purpose.    

 

191. All pupils in both key stages use appropriate technical vocabulary.  In their textile 
work, most Y1 pupils can discuss their work, using specific terms such as strong, 
flexible, tear, thick, thin, suitable and unsuitable as well as „making‟ terms such 
as measure, join and sew.  

 

192. Nearly all of the older key stage 2 pupils understand control technology and 
incorporate it in some of the design projects.  They can use computer control 
equipment to design and create burglar alarms.  They can test the product 
against the initial design specification, and identify improvements. 
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193. Nearly all key stage 2 pupils can use an appropriate range of ICT skills to 

research and develop their ideas, and they use models and building kits cleverly 
to develop their initial ideas.  

 
194. In both key stages, all pupils implement appropriate health and safety measures 

when using equipment and instruments to measure, mark, cut, saw and shape. 
They all understand the importance of hygiene when undertaking tasks pertaining 
to food preparation. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
195. There are no important shortcomings.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Report by Gareth Wyn Roberts 
Ysgol Gynradd Bontnewydd, 30/11/09 

33 

 

Information and communication technology 

 

Key Stage 1: Grade 2 - Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2: Grade 2 - Good features and no important shortcomings 
 

Good features  
  

196. Most of the pupils at key stage 1 construct pieces of written work effectively on 
the screen, adapting the text as required.  They can make simple booklets 
electronically. 

 
197. Many can save their work with support, and the most able save, recall and modify 

it before printing.  They input information into a prepared database accurately 
and represent it in the form of a simple graph. 

 
198. All key stage 1 pupils can use the mouse confidently to move images on the 

screen.  They use drawing packages effectively to create pictures and patterns, 
and they understand that they can undo and redo an action on screen.  

 
199. Nearly all understand how to control the movement of the floor toy, BeeBot, by 

giving it directions.  They can do this independently, and they discuss their work 
confidently and intelligently.  

 
200. From the beginning of key stage 1 onwards, many of the pupils across the school 

show a good understanding and appreciation of the interactive whiteboard.  They 
use it well and enjoy doing so independently or with others, for example to solve 
mathematical problems or to inspect Google Earth maps of their own area. 

 
201. The majority of key stage 2 pupils can organise, modify and present information 

well.  Across the key stage, all pupils become more skilled in using electronic 
methods to share and exchange information.  Nearly all pupils find information 
from a range of sources, including websites, and adapt it for specific purposes 
pertaining to their work across the curriculum.  They become increasingly 
confident and independent, saving and retrieving their work, and modifying it by 
changing the font and applying borders.   

 
202. By the end of the key stage, the majority of pupils show a sound command of 

word processing and they use a broad range of techniques confidently in order to 
include, edit and create an effect, for example when creating a story in pictures. 
They are skilful in moving text and pictures from one document to another and in 
preparing a multimedia presentation.  They can include their own voices and 
music in a commercial program to create effective presentations. 

 
203. Older pupils use spreadsheets confidently to input information on sales from their 

flower stall and to analyse income and expenditure in order to recognise patterns 
and make changes.   

 
204. Nearly all pupils use a control box effectively to control sound and light in design 

and technology work.  They discuss issues pertaining to safety on the internet in 
a responsible manner. 
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205. Nearly all key stage 2 pupils make effective use of a program to create regular 

shapes in their mathematical work.  They show a good understanding of how to 
create procedures and vary the values in them in order to change the size and 
direction of a shape.   

 
206. Many key stage 2 pupils use a computer program effectively to compose music. 
 
Shortcomings 
 
207. There are no important shortcomings.  
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Art and design 

 
Key Stage 1: Grade 1 - Good with outstanding features 
Key Stage 2: Grade 1 - Good with outstanding features 
 
Outstanding features  
 
208. Most key stage 1 pupils produce a range of outstanding patterns and pictures 

when learning new techniques and finding shades in still life and tone in 
landscapes. 

 
209. In Y1, many reach outstanding standards when experimenting with colour 

pencils, crayons, chalk, soft pastels, ink and paper when planning a garden in the 
outside area, the „quad‟ that is located in the centre of the building.  Most reach 
very good standards when imitating the styles of Ogwyn Davies and Paul 
Cézanne. 

 
210. Most Y2 pupils make outstanding use of a broad range of media to create a 

colourful mural of characters from Llyfr Mawr y Plant.  Many achieve outstanding 
standards when emulating the floral, repetitive patterns of Laura Ashley. 

 
211. Many key stage 2 pupils reach outstanding standards when responding to a 

broad range of visits and experiences.  They use a wide variety of skills, 
materials, equipment and media, working independently to convey their feelings. 

 
212. Many Y4 pupils create outstanding drawings, experimenting with various 

techniques and media to respond to their visits to local places of historical 
interest. 

 
213. Many Y5 pupils reach outstanding standards in planning and making objects, 

images and artefacts in two and three dimensions.  They use a range of 
materials to imitate the work of Mary Lloyd Jones and to reproduce styles for the 
Tudor Age. 

 
214. Most Y6 pupils reach outstanding standards when selecting media, material and 

styles to draw striking images to reflect the techniques of Kyffin Williams. 
 
Good feature 
 
215. Most Y3 pupils produce interesting work of a high standard when experimenting 

with colourful wool, heat and washing soap to create striking patterns of 
multicoloured circles. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
216. There are no important shortcomings. 
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Religious education 

 
Key Stage 1: Grade 2 - Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key Stage 2: Grade 2 - Good features and no important shortcomings 
  
Good features 
 
217. In both key stages, nearly all pupils have a good understanding of „important 

questions‟ such as the difference between „good and bad‟ and the nature of 
„righteous anger‟, with the majority of pupils being able to define their response to 
the choices they make, and their responsibility towards others. 

 
218. All pupils in both key stages are aware of Christian celebrations, such as 

Christmas.  The majority are also aware of celebrations within other religions, 
such as the Festival of Divali. 

 
219. The majority of key stage 1 pupils have a good knowledge about chapels and 

churches as places of worship, together with places of worship for other religions. 
The majority of Y2 pupils show a good knowledge of and respect for Hindu 
practices and know what happens in Mehndi. 

 
220. Individuals at key stage 1 can prepare short, personal prayers of good quality. 
 
221. Nearly all pupils in Y3 understand the need to acknowledge mistakes and ask for 

forgiveness.  The majority can explain the mistakes they make both orally and in 
writing.  Nearly all understand that repentance needs to be honest. 

 
222. Nearly all Y4 pupils have a good knowledge about some of the practices and 

artefacts of Judaism and come to respect religious traditions that are different to 
Christianity. 

 
223. All Y5 pupils understand the importance of rules and the majority of pupils can 

create, adapt and interpret suitable rules. 
 
224. All Y6 pupils are aware of the role of a charity, such as Christian Aid, its purpose, 

the way it works and the good effect it has on the third world.  The most able 
pupils in Y6 can interpret Biblical concepts, such as the meaning of the story of 
the Good Samaritan, and they apply them to situations today.   

 
Shortcomings 
 
225. There are no important shortcomings. 
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School's response to the inspection 
 
 
 The inspection‟s findings are a source of pride for everyone associated with the school, 
and is a reflection of the dedication, hard work and professionalism of the staff, the 
governors, the pupils and the parents. 
 
The findings of the school‟s self evaluation were confirmed in four of the seven key 
questions, and the other three were improved upon, highlighting the features of recent 
initiatives. 
 
The recognition that the teaching standards of Ysgol Bontnewydd are outstanding and 
„far surpass‟ the average percentages for the whole of Wales, is a source of pride and 
evidence of the dedication and industry of all the school‟s  teaching and ancillary staff. 
 
We take great pride in the fact that it is recognised that pupils are making outstanding 
progress in their learning as they develop skills that are necessary for lifelong learning. 
 
It was recognised that the quality and variety of the pupils‟ experiences are outstanding 
and that the children obviously enjoy them and benefit from the rich and valuable 
experiences provided. 
 
We are pleased with the view expressed that the school has „a clear sense of purpose‟ 
which is maintained through values and a sharing ethos and effective co-operation in a 
friendly, congenial atmosphere. 
 
Achieving the best possible grades in every one of the seven key questions is evidence 
of effective team work and the staff‟s supportive ethos as well as the unfailing support of 
members of the Governing Body. 
 
The head teacher, the staff and the governors would like to thank the inspection team 
for the professional, thorough and fair manner of conducting the inspection. The 
inspection was a constructive and positive experience. It will help us to lay the 
foundation for further improvement by building on our strengths and through preparing 
an action plan following the inspection which will be presented to the UA and school 
stakeholders. 
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Appendix 1 
 
 
Basic information about the school 
 

Name of school  Ysgol Gynradd Bontnewydd 

School type  Primary inc Foundation Phase 

Age-range of pupils  3 – 11 

Address of school 

  

 

Bontnewydd 

Nr. Caernarfon 

Gwynedd  

Postcode  LL55 2UF 

Telephone number  01286673880 

 

Headteacher  Mrs Janet Wyn George 

Date of appointment  September 2009 

Chair of governors / Appropriate 
authority  

Dr Edwin Williams 

Registered inspector  Gareth Wyn Roberts 

Dates of inspection 30/11/09 – 02/12/09 
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Appendix 2 
 
 
School data and indicators 
 

Number of pupils in each year group 

Year group N 
(fte) 

R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Total 

Number of pupils 7.5 19 14 27 21 29 24 29 170.5 

          

Total number of teachers 

 Full-time Part-time Full-time equivalent 
(fte) 

Number of teachers 7.5 5 8.5 

   

Staffing information   

Pupil: teacher (fte) ratio (excluding nursery and special 
classes)  

27:1 

Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in nursery classes  8:1 

Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in special classes  N/A 

Average class size, excluding nursery and special classes  27 

Teacher (fte): class ratio 1.1:1 

  

Percentage attendance for three complete terms prior to inspection 

Term N R Rest of school 

Autumn 2008 93.8 93.8 96.6 

Spring 2009 95.1 95.6 94.4 

Summer 2009 93.9 93.7 95.6 

    

Percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals  6% 

Number of pupils excluded during 12 months prior to inspection none 
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Appendix 3 
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Appendix 4 
 
 
Evidence base of the inspection 
 

Five inspectors, including the school nominee spent the equivalent of ten inspection 
days in the school, and met as a team before the beginning of the inspection. 
 

These inspectors visited: 

 37 lessons or parts of sessions; 

 registration periods, services and coporate worship, and 

 a range of extra-curricular activities. 
 
Members of the inspection team held meetings with: 

 staff, governors and parents prior to the inspection; 

 senior managers, teachers and support and administrative staff,  and 

 the school council. 
 
The team had also considered: 

 the school‟s self-evaluation report; 

 pupil behaviour and attitudes;  

 22 responses to the parents‟ questionnaire and 3 observations or letters; 

 the response of the Education Authority; 

 documents prepared by the school before and during the inspection; 

 a wide range of previous and present pupils‟ work, and 

 samples of pupils‟ reports 
 
Following the inspection the team held meetings with senior managers and with the 
governors. 
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Appendix 5 
 
 
Composition and responsibilities of the inspection team 
 

Team member Responsibilities 

Mr Gareth Wyn Roberts 

Registered Inspector 

Context, Key questions 1, 5 and 6, 
appendices, Welsh, religious education 

Mr John Roberts 

Lay Inspector 

Contribution to key questions 1, 3, 4 and 7 

Dr Prydwen Elfed-Owens 

Team Inspector 

Key questions 4 and 7, Foundation Phase 
(nursery and reception age), art and design 

Mr Dafydd Thomas 

Team Inspector 

Key questions 2 a 3, design and technology, 
Information technology 

Mrs Janet Wyn George School nominee 

There was no peer assessor for this school‟s inspection 

  
   
  
Contractor:     Cwmni Cynnal   
      Bridge Street 
      Llangefni 
      Anglesey 
      LL77 7HL 
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